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Number 298 the Lordss Leading

He does not afflict willingly, nor grieve the children of men. To crush under His feet all the
prisoners of the earth, to turn aside the right of a man before the face of the Most High, to
subvert a man in his cause, the Lord does not approve. Lamentations 3: 33-36
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The whole world has been shocked by a premeditated, carefully planned atrocity. We have
spent the last days grieving over untold suffering, experienced by those who did no wrong,
who merely lived and loved and worked in one of the greatest nations on earth. It is so hard
for any of us to comprehend an evil which would plan such deeds, or to come to grips with
the sorrow of those left behind. As we turn to the Lord, therefore, we seek for comfort, and
for answers. "Why, Lord, did this happen?" "Why did You allow it to happen? Could you not,
Almighty God, have prevented it, and with it such suffering?"

And we ask other questions too - wishing to understand the extent of a wickedness
which would lead people to behave in this way, and then wondering how we can confront this
evil, and how the Lord will be with those who have suffered, to rebuild their lives. Indeed,
how can we work with the Lord in that rebuilding?

Why?

Why does evil happen? Because there is no happiness unless there is human freedom. That
is the first principle of the Lord's love and wisdom. He created human beings in His image,
and that image allows them to act from their own loves according to their own thoughts.
Many lower freedoms can be restrained and limited, but the freedom to love what we choose
to love and to believe what we choose to believe are sacred in the Lord's eyes. Human life,
love and happiness depend on this provision. One passage says "The Lord could lead
people into good ends by omnipotent force, but this would be to take away their life." (Arcana
Caelestia 5854)

If we were automatons, we could not enjoy one single thing, for none of it would be ours.
The Lord made us in a most miraculous manner, for we receive all life from Him, but we are
free to use that life to follow Him or not, and in the choice of following Him to feel the joy of
heaven. Therefore He also says that without freedom we could not be human, we could not
be regenerated, and we could not have immortality and the happiness of heaven (Divine
Providence 96; Spiritual Diary 398; DP 16). "To leave someone from freedom to do evil also
is what is called permission" (AC 10778).

Out of darkness into the light.
There is another reason why He allows evil to be performed. All too often evil lurks in the
darkness of the human imagination, planned, intended, working in secret to destroy people's
minds. All too often it poisons the hearts of their children and friends, turning them to hatred
and vicious thoughts. Evil that is not seen for what it is can seem good. People can talk
about national pride and the need to be a great nation, and use these ideas to let others think
that no crime in the name of their great nation is bad. But when the crime comes out into the
open, everyone has a chance to see it for what it is - the expression of hell, not of some great
cause. Were it not allowed to come out it may indeed spread far and wide within, like fire
inside wood or poison in a wound not opened (DP 251, 278, 281); and when at last it breaks
forth it may be worse by far.
We have seen the face of evil this last week. It is horrifying, but it stands in the clear light
of day. It can have no excuse for its actions. We can confront it. We can see how group or
(Continued on page 2)
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The Evil of Terrorism ...

(Continued from page 1)

national hatred, nourished and excused, is the spirit of hell.
Our nation, indeed the world, is able to stand up to
terrorism.

In no way of His will.

Now let us be very clear. The Lord did not intend this evil.
In no way did He allow it in order to teach us a lesson.
When something terrible happens, we may be tempted to
say that it must have been of the Lord's will. He is all
powerful, therefore if something happened, He made it
happen. It is part of His great plan. We mustn't think so. He
is devoid of all evil, He does only good. The Lord didn't
want this to happen, and if He could have done so without
untold spiritual damage, He would have prevented it.

"He does not afflict willingly, nor grieve the
children of men. To crush under His feet all the
prisoners of the earth, to turn aside the right of a
man before the face of the Most High, to subvert
a man in his cause, the Lord does not approve.”
Lamentations 3:33-36

It would have been better by far had these terrorist
attacks never happened. They are not of His providing. He
Himself, with gentle love, created all those who suffered in
New York and Washington and Pennsylvania. They are His
precious, most beloved children. We can picture Him
weeping over them in their sorrow, even as He wept, so
many years ago, over Jerusalem. He allows such deeds,
as one who is most unwilling, but who won't destroy our
chance for salvation by removing the human condition. For
the Lord to remove human freedom would be to do evil.
(AC 7877)

Grieving.

Knowing that allows us to grieve, for what happened was
not what He willed, any more than the Holocaust or
countless wars were anything but anathema to Him.
Grieving is a part of our response to terrorism. We need to
take time to weep, to feel the loving Lord with us in our
sorrow, for the Lord's mercy is love grieving. The Latin
word for mercy is "misericordia," grief of heart, love bowed
in sorrow when evil hurts - as it always hurts - those who
did not deserve it. As we are in sorrow, thinking of all who
suffered terribly, we can imagine too the Lord's sorrow, for
evil that is done to us is done against the Lord and all that
He wills. (See AC 5195: "evil exists outside of the Divine
from others who are opposed to the Divine").

He is in charge in the midst of all evil.
But there is more. He goes right on ruling, even when evil
hurts others. He allows bad things to happen, but He goes
right to work to help, to heal the hurt, to comfort the
destitute, to strengthen and rebuild, and to give us some
joy - maybe in the process of time a special joy - in
repayment for our suffering. One passage says that:
"the evils which go forth by permission [He] continually
surveys, separates and purifies, sending away what are not
in agreement, and discharging them through unknown
ways." (DP 296).

Think of those words - He surveys them - reviewing, as
it were all the parts. We are overwhelmed by the events in
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New York and Washington and Pennsylvania. He looks at
each minute thing that happened, and He does something
about it! He separates the evil from the good in all of us,
purifies us during our time of sorrow. He has infinite ways
to discharge the evil, moving it out of our lives over
perhaps many years, so that eventually it is gone. In all
tragedy the Lord is there, doing good (AC 5155; SE 1088).
And, in the very deepest sense, He provides in time that
nothing evil ever succeeds!

How is that, we might ask? Well, the terrorists certainly
succeeded in creating great suffering. But, more deeply,
they wanted to impose their will on a people, and we know
that they will never succeed in that! They wanted to
influence the world in their favour, and they have not done
that. They want to have people believe that such acts are
righteous, and no sane person believes that. And why not?
Because the Lord is the God of heaven and earth, and
even in its darkest moments He is still acknowledged as its
ruler, and His laws are being followed. By His birth and His
glorification He ensured that it will always be so, and that is
why He said: "All power - All power! - is given to Me, in
heaven and on earth. ... And lo, | am with you always, even
to the end of the age."

Evil cannot succeed, except in the heart of him who
chooses evil. We can see that in the crime of murder. If a
person from the heart commits a murder, he truly wants to
destroy that other person. What does he actually do? He
kills his body, and the merciful Lord takes him into the other
world where the murderer has no further power to do him
harm. The actual destruction, in an eternal sense, was in
the heart of the perpetrator. He caused terrible suffering,
but he failed in his deepest purposes.

"The LORD brings the counsel of the nations to
nothing; He makes the devices of the peoples of
no effect. The counsel of the LORD stands
forever, the thoughts of His heart to all
generations." Psalm 33:10,11

The Lord grieves with those who have suffered. He
gives them time to suffer, and strengthens them even when
they feel that they cannot face the future. Then, in unseen
ways, in millions of ways, He works to heal the harm.
Thousands of His angels work with each person who has
lost a loved one or seen them terribly wounded. He alone
can do this, and it is our faith - our firm faith because He
has said so in His Word - that He will do it. Truly:

"It is of the Lord's mercies that we are not
consumed, because His compassions fail not.
They are new every morning. ... For the Lord will
not cast off forever. Though He causes grief, yet
He will show compassion according to the
multitude of His mercies."”

Lamentations 3:22-25,31,32

He uses us, and strengthens us to be a part of the

healing.

But a great part of His healing power strengthens us, the

people who suffer and those who witness suffering, so that

we might take part in the rebuilding. Where do people find

the courage to do what they have done this week? Whence
(Continued on page 3)



comes the love and the unselfish devotion in human hearts
that produced what we have witnessed? Can it be from
anything else than the influx of love from our God?
Hundreds of fire-fighters and police threw themselves into
the World Trade Center because their use was to save and
to succour, and nearly three hundred did not come out.
What a loss! Where did they find the courage? Rescue
workers, held back because of grave danger from falling
structures, pleaded to be allowed to go back, driven by
their need to help the helpless - and what joy they felt when
they pulled souls alive from the wreckage. All round the
country - and from this community - people dropped
whatever they were doing to hurry to the scenes to bring
their talents to the work. And those in every neighbourhood
have turned their thoughts to others. They have worried
about the effect on their children, looked at each other with
care and concern, awake for signs of stress.

Can we doubt the power of heaven, working in all
these, and countless other examples of a great nation,
responding to disaster, drawing on its internal reserves
from its religion and its character? Then there are deeper
examples. Think of the millions of people in this country.
Yes, there have been a few outbreaks of unreasoned
anger or unthinking grief, of racist attacks on Muslims,
which actually copy the approach of the terrorists. But the
nation has remained rational, responding in terms of the
principles which has made America strong, determined to
follow its way of life and to proceed with a wise yet firm
response to evil. Firm we must be, for strength and
determination in the face of evil is the part of wisdom. Think
of our leaders, providing an example by their own grief, yet
their calmness, their determination, and their setting about
in well planned ways to do what needs to be done. We
don't know what is in the hearts of individuals. We don't
know their motivations; but we see so much that seems to
come from hearts that are true and strong.

The Lord is at work in all these things - leading us to
help overcome evil - first of all in our own hearts and then
in the arena of human suffering. We know that for all too
many of the victims the misery will be lasting, and almost
unbearable. We are told that at such times people may
actually blame the Lord, even feel they have lost faith,
because their pain is so great. But He does not regard that,
and treats them gently, and slowly - sometimes ever so
slowly - leads them out of their darkness into the sunlight
again. If it were not so, if there were not such a God, how
awful would life be! But He is indeed such a God, who will
"show compassion according to the multitude of His
mercies."

What can we do?
So what can we do, knowing the nature of our Lord, and
wishing to work with Him? First of all, we are entitled to ask
him "Why?" We need to understand that He would never
have allowed something that He could have prevented -
unless a greater evil would have resulted. In His mercy He
would have loved to have stopped those planes. Yet He
knows that there can be no goodness, no joy, in fact no
human life, unless there is freedom. And knowing this, we
can find some strength from the knowledge that our
country was attacked because it is a bulwark of that kind of
freedom.

Then, as we accept that He did not will this terrible
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deed, we are free to grieve, knowing that He is grieving
with us, weeping for the evil that lies in people's hearts,
longing to remove it, if only they would let Him. Grief is a
necessary part of healing. We must not underestimate the
suffering of those who are a part of this event. The images
will live in all of our minds, and with those who have lost a
loved one, they will not be forgotten on this earth. To hide
from them is to put them in some dark place in the mind
where they will do harm. To grieve, deeply and in the
presence of the Lord, is to allow His light, His truth to shine
on the events, and His warmth to console their hearts.

Third, we can see clearly that this was not part of the
Lord's plan. We can see it for what it is, and call it by its
name, and find in our disgust at such evil a resolve that is
stronger than ever to combat such things. America, and the
whole world, is more determined today than perhaps ever
in history, to combat terrorism, and we pray that this
strength of purpose will outlive the moment, and become a
steady, firm resolve that will lead over the years to much
success.

And finally, by knowing that the Lord Himself is
working in unseen ways, that He is working through His
angels, and that he is working through us to rebuild, we
can look towards the future. To ask "Why?" is needed. To
grieve is needed. When we do these things we pause in life
to look back. Then we can look forward, and build a better
future. First we can look into our own hearts, and
determine that hatred will not be allowed to govern our
actions nor excuse our behaviour. Then we can show the
opposite of what took place, healing where there is hurt,
caring where there is callousness, showing an ever-
growing sensitivity to human misery, in an effort to build a
society in which such acts are no longer tolerated.

Out of the Holocaust we finally learned to confront
racism. It shouldn't have needed that, but we're now fully
engaged in that battle. Out of two world wars we learned
how utterly precious are the freedoms for which we fought.
Out of this savage act, perhaps the world may turn the
corner in the battle against terrorism, the senseless,
deliberate destruction of innocent people. If it is so,
perhaps the many who suffered will not have done so in
vain, even as those who died in world wars gave their
precious lives to a noble cause, which succeeded.

The Lord has to permit evil, but He never permits it to
succeed permanently. When He suffered on the cross, it
seemed indeed that evil had won. He even said, "My God,
My God, Why have You forsaken Me?" But He persisted
and overcame all evil, and He will do so in the hearts of His
suffering children today, healing them ever so gently, even
as He weeps for their hurts. For a little while it may seem
that He is not in charge, but "but with everlasting kindness |
will have mercy on you, says the LORD." (lsaiah 54:8).
May we find His strength so that we may be a part of this
healing, and build towards a world in which hatred is
diminished.

Rt Rev Peter Buss
Bishop of the General Church of the New Jerusalem

(Written a few days after the events of September 11th)
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