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 Who put the colours in the rainbow?  
 
So begins a modern song in our hymn book which is popular with young and old. The 
writer poses a series of apparently light-hearted questions about who made everything. 
His own response  
   - It surely can't be chance... God made all of these. 
 

I have been rather saddened by the recent controversy, which erupted over the 
various theories about creation. I suppose we in the North-East felt the glare of publicity 
because it surrounded Emmanuel City Technology College in Gateshead, where, it 
seems, the 6 days of creation laid out in Genesis chapter 1 are taught as scientific fact. 

 
I am saddened in several ways. Firstly, it brings religion and science into opposition, 

which is a harmful and unnecessary distortion. Science is simply the study of the known, 
observable world of creation, in which theories about its laws and origins are made and 
broken and refined as new facts are discovered and confirmed. The business of religion 
is with the human spirit. Science deals with material things and their explanations. 
Religion brings us into a relationship with the Giver of life, as we struggle to make sense 
of why we are here, and what the purpose of our existence might be. There is no real 
conflict between the two. They are complementary, and are meant to support each other 
in a holistic approach to this amazing phenomenon we know as "life". 

 
Secondly, I am saddened that many Christians - often highly educated, brilliant 

people - still feel the need to view the Bible in a literalistic way. This is the background to 
the "creationist" position. Genesis appears to be saying that God created the world in 6 
days, and then took a rest on the seventh. If the Bible is true, if it is God's Word, then we 
must believe it - literally. But look at the pattern set down in Chapter 1. There is a void to 
begin with, no form, and darkness. God makes the light, and plant life comes into being, 
before He makes the sun and moon. Well, I suppose if you believe God has all power to 
do anything He likes, that's okay. But, you know, if God felt the need to tell us how 
creation came into being, do you not think He would have done so clearly and 
unambiguously? 

 
The Heavenly Teachings of the New Jerusalem explain beautifully that the Word of 

God is not a science book, nor a history book. The Scriptures have been provided to 
guide us through our spiritual-psychological growth and development. Those 6 days of 
creation in Genesis have nothing whatsoever to do with how the world was made. They 
have everything to do with how the human spirit is formed, from its first stage of 
emptiness and chaos right through to its full emergence into the image and likeness of 
the Creator, the One God of heaven and earth, the risen and glorified Lord Jesus Christ. 
Genesis 1 gives us a summary of this process, and everything that follows is an 
expansion of it.  

 
(Continued on page 2) 
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There are also other levels contained within the 
outer stories, one of which deals with the life and 
glorification of God's humanity when He came amongst 
us as Jesus Christ. Another deals with the great sweep 
of human development through a succession of spiritual 
ages. These are what make the Bible the Word of God, 
not a literalistic application of what we find in its outer 
shell or covering. 
 

Actually, I think it's a great blessing that our Lord 
has left us with the challenge of discovering how the 
universe works. There are many scientists who have 
concluded that it could not possibly have come about by 
pure chance. Everything about creation suggests a 

divine power which yearns to share itself and bring 
humankind into the highest possible states of joy, 
without ever compelling us. 

 
So I am saddened that bright, enquiring young 

minds are missing out on the real, underlying message 
of the Bible. And that some may be turned away from 
religion by unnecessary literalism. Jesus taught only in 
parables, and this is also true of the Old Testament. It is 
a wondrous story, and a testament to the loving wisdom 
of the One from whom everything comes. 
 
 

Rev Bruce Jarvis 
 

(Continued from page 1) 

Before breakfast - on a sparkling Good Friday morning I 
went to my local Parish Church to see what worship 
opportunities there were there. None for a long time! 

So, having taken a bible with me, I walked through 
the gentle quietness of the graveyard with a view to 
finding a nice spot where I could read one of the 
crucifixion accounts. Along the way, the time-of-day was 
passed with a woman tending a grave. Walking on I 
discovered a little path leading to a 'conservation area' 
dedicated as a sacred space for the interment of ashes. 
This was a beautiful piece of woodland with yellow 
spring flowers in full bloom, and clumps of the bright 
green foliage of blue bells - due to flower in a little while 
yet.   

Suddenly, through the trees, the tall imposing spire 
of the church was revealed in full sunshine, and my 
eyes rose up its length to the gleaming golden 
weathervane. Then, keeping my eyes lifted up, I noticed 
how all the trees could be seen, not for their bareness 
alone, but for their determined effort to reach skywards 
into the bright blueness. 

I began then to take in some of the words on the 
gravestones - In treasured memory;  In affectionate 
remembrance;  In loving memory. A war memorial, still 
with some poppies at its base, came into view. Then 
followed a gravestone with the words - "I will ransom 
them from the power of the grave".  (Hosea 13:14) 

Yes, I was worshipping the Lord. My thoughts were 
raised up, like the trees, reaching within to higher things, 
seeking for heavenly meaning. Amongst the 
gravestones I dwelt on the tomb, inevitably. Renewal 
was all about me, however, in the signs of Spring and in 
the belief I felt in the Lord's resurrection. Then these 
words were given to me - “This is my body given for 
you; do this in remembrance of me”.   

Yes, so much remembering. Recalling some of the 
Lord's love experienced in my life. Reliving times of 
trust, of doubt overcome, of joy and delight. 
Thankfulness. The power of the Lord lifting up parts of 
my life. 

Sitting on a bench in full sunshine and with bees 
buzzing around the flowers, I began to read John 
Chapters 18 & 19. Two verses arrested my attention, 
both where Jesus speaks with Pilate.  18:36 - where 
Jesus says: "My kingdom is not of this world. If it were, 
my servants would fight to prevent my arrest ....."    
and 19:11 - where Jesus says: "You would have no 
power over me if it were not given to you from above". 
 
Such power, confidence, - a role-model set of words in 
adversity! 
 

And I didn't need to wait for someone else to put on 
an act of worship - worship was there all around to be 
experienced - so home to breakfast - after jotting this 
down while fresh in my mind and heart! 

 
Rev Ian Russell 

Senior Minister 
 

Before breakfast 
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Camping in January           

It may not sound a good idea to go camping just after 
Christmas but that is just what I was persuaded to do 
these past two years. Let me explain that in Australia it 
is summertime and in the month following the 
celebration of Christmas, schools are closed and visiting 
friends who may live in far flung outposts or cities is a 
good way of passing the time and renewing old and 
making new acquaintances 

 
The New Church in Australia do one better by 

organising a Summer Camp. The location is generally 
near to one of the big cities - Sydney, Melbourne, 
Adelaide, Canberra, Brisbane or Perth. I have been 
privileged to be at the 2001 Warburton, Victoria and at 
the 2002 Vision Valley NSW camps and enjoyed on 
each occasion the company and inspiration of being 
with about 80 New Church people from all parts of 
Australia together with a few from New Zealand and 
America. 

 
It is a time to learn more of the Doctrines, to listen to 

the Lord and to debate but there is a feeling of 
"togetherness" which binds the Group who have so 
much in common but who geographically may be apart 
for the rest of the year. It is a time also to relax, be on 
holiday and marvel at the wonders of nature. The 
possums also enjoy their nocturnal snacks of bread and 
apples. 

 
The group is essentially "New Church" but no 

distinction is made (or even thought about) between 
those of the General Church of the New Jerusalem and 
those from other branches of the Church. Such harmony 

is to be commended which is of mutual benefit to all 
concerned. 

 
Many of the participants were families. The age 

range spanned nine decades yet the activities of 
swimming, canoeing, rock climbing, bush waling, 
craftwork, painting as well as the range of "classes" 
catered for all ages and tastes. 

 
The 2001 Camp organised by Rev Chris Skinner 

and the 2002 Camp organised by Rev Julian Duckworth 
(not to mention the roles played by their wives and 
many others) were great successes. The Camp site 
where the 2002 Camp was to be held was destroyed in 
the disastrous bush fires but Julian, providentially and 
with superb initiative, was able to arrange another camp 
location near Sydney at a retreat run by the Wesleyan 
Mission who went out of their way to accommodate our 
Group at such short notice. Plans are being considered 
to hold the 2003 Camp near to Canberra which I am 
sure will be equally successful and inspiring. 

 
Readers may be interested to learn that Rev Julian 

Duckworth is now the President of The New Church in 
Australia, a well deserved and no doubt fulfilling 
appointment. Shortly after the Camp I visited Julian and 
Ruth at their home on the day of their 24th Wedding 
Anniversary, just before they were going on a well 
earned holiday.  
    

John Cunningham 
 
 

This is a group photo taken by Owen Helden. John Cunningham is a quarter in from the left in shorts and a black 
looking tee shirt. 
 
Maybe we should think about whether this form of bringing New Church people of all ages together once a year 
could be adopted in the UK in place of the non-business part of our Annual Meeting. Of course it may be difficult to 
find the right sort of place but should that stop us trying? The location for our Annual Meeting in 2003 is already 
booked and the location for 2004 will need to be booked shortly. So what about planning a major change for 2005? 

 
Editor 
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The Solar Wind and the Lord’s Presence   

Do you sometimes see or hear about some natural 
phenomena and begin to wonder what spiritual 
correspondence it might have? I recently watched a 
science programme about the Solar Wind and was 
immediately caught up in wondering about its spiritual 
meaning, so much so that I had to write something 
about it! 
 

What do we get from the Sun? Well the 
straightforward answer is light and heat, in varying 
amounts depending on the time of year. The whole of 
life on Earth depends on the light and heat radiating 
from the Sun. And this same light and heat radiates 
throughout the whole of the Solar System reaching 
every planet and its moons to different degrees 
depending on the distance of the planet from the Sun. 
For centuries that is how people have viewed the Solar 
System and they have assumed that the space in 
between was empty except for the radiating light and 
heat. But that is not so, there is something else that 
radiates from the Sun and fills the whole Solar System 
and it is not light or heat. It is in fact the Solar Wind. 

 
This wind is a sort of particle plasma that erupts 

continuously from the corona surrounding the Sun and 
travels through the Solar System at a speed of about 
400 kilometres per second. It is strong enough that if 
you built a spacecraft with large enough 'sails' it would 
need no other power to make a journey to the distant 
planets. It is believed that the Solar Wind reaches as far 
as four times the distance of Pluto from the Sun! 
Intriguingly one of the first instruments to be placed on 
the Moon by Neil Armstrong and Buzz Aldrin in 1969 
was a solar wind detector! 

 
By now you may be thinking I am writing a science 

essay, but you would be wrong. New Church teaching 
plainly explains that everything in the natural world 
corresponds to and exists from something in the 
spiritual world. Emanuel Swedenborg frequently 
reminds us that the heat and light from the Sun 
correspond to the love and wisdom we receive from the 
Lord. Indeed in the spiritual world the Lord is seen as 
the Sun of that world. The closer we feel to the Lord the 
more we can receive his love and wisdom. But if we 
distance ourselves from him the love and wisdom we 
feel diminishes. Some planets have one side 

permanently in a frozen dark state just as we can be if 
we turn our back on the Lord completely. 

 
But what of the Solar Wind and its correspondence. 

Emanuel Swedenborg was a man of his own time and 
not aware of the existence of such a strange 
phenomena, which has only been explained in the last 
40 years. The Solar Wind is powerfully present 
throughout the whole Solar System and far beyond. 
Nothing can escape it! Maybe we should see in this a 
picture of how the Lord is powerfully present with all of 
us, even if we try to ignore him or escape him or turn 
our back on him. In the Word and the Writings, wind and 
breath are linked to spirit and in particular the Holy Spirit 
and the Lord's presence with us. So perhaps our picture 
of the Sun with its heat and light is too simple and we 
should include the Solar Wind as well. In the same way 
maybe we should think of the Lord not only in terms of 
the love and wisdom he continually seeks to share with 
us but also in terms of his presence with us giving us 
power and strength to develop and grow in his image. 
 
What do you think? 
 

Alan Misson 

The Aurora Borealis from a Space Shuttle 
another natural phenomena 

“Saved by the Angels” 
 

Kensington New Church 1st June 2002 at 2pm 
 

An afternoon discussing miraculous encounters with angels led by Glennyce Eckersley 
 

Author of  “Angel at my Shoulder”, “Angels and Miracles” and “Children and Angels” 
 

All are welcome, entry by suggested donation of £4 
 

For further information please contact 020 7229 9340 
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Person to Person - The Gospel of John 

CHAPTER ONE 
 
35 - 51 John the Baptist and the first disciples  
 
35 - 39 Again on the next day John was standing with 
two of his disciples and, seeing Jesus walking, he said, 
"Look, the Lamb of God!" The two disciples heard what 
he said and followed Jesus. But Jesus, turning round 
and seeing them following, said to them, "What do you 
want?" And they said to him, "Rabbi (which means 
'Teacher') where do you live?" He said to them, "Come 
and see". They went and saw where he lived and 
stayed with him that day. It was then about the tenth 
hour. 
 
John shows a clear connection between Jesus' and the 
Baptist's work, as he encourages his disciples to follow 
him. The Gospels do not make this connection, and in 
Matthew and Mark Jesus' work appears to begin after 
the Baptist is arrested. It is John as an eye witness who 
remembers the continuity, and even that it was "the next 
day". "Again" in John is used frequently to indicate a 
new section, but it does not carry any meaning of 
repetition. 
 

We have seen that the work of John the Baptist 
removes the obvious evil of our selfish life, and it follows 
that it will lead us towards the unselfish innocence in 
Jesus, "the Lamb of God". Two disciples of John then 
begin to follow Jesus. Spiritual things often go in twos, 
for we need both understanding and a desire to serve if 
we are to follow Jesus. Seeing and wanting must go 
together. As soon as we seek Jesus, he turns to 
question us. There is a constant effort from the Lord to 
draw us to him, and he is always aware of us and 
turning to us. So often, tied up in our battles with our 
selfishness, we feel that the Lord is not only a great way 
off, but that he can have little interest in one so 
imperfect. We have to get our view of the Lord correct 
and think of him as our Father whose love and interest 
is always with us and anxious for us. He seeks always a 
positive response which wants to see his kind of life. 

 
To stay with Jesus is to want to be in a state of mind 

that thinks and plans life in his way. We are told they 
came at the "tenth hour". (In the Graeco-Roman world, 
the day was divided into twelve hours, beginning at 
sunrise, so the tenth hour would be four in the 
afternoon.) The Word has commands to give a tenth to 
the Lord, and the number is associated with the little we 
can bring to him, but which enables him to do so much 
for us. The comment that they stayed the rest of the day 
with Jesus shows our discipleship becoming stable in its 

effort to understand and live the Lord's way . 
 
The two disciples address Jesus as "Rabbi". Its 

original meaning from Hebrew is "my master" (as 
opposed to "slave"). It appears to be a title not long in 
use, and was probably a term of respect for leaders of 
Jewish thought, and so John translates it into Greek as 
"Teacher". 
 
40 - 42 One of the two who heard John speak and 
followed Jesus was Andrew, the brother of Simon Peter. 
He first found his own brother, Simon, and said to him, 
"We have found the Messiah" (which means 'the Christ') 
and he led him to Jesus. And looking at him, Jesus said, 
"You are Simon, the son of Jonah; you shall be called 
Kephas" (which means 'a Rock'). 
 
Only Andrew is named of the two who followed Jesus. 
This gospel does not mention its author by name, and it 
is likely that the other was John himself who is 
remembering these things personally. John assumes we 
know of Simon Peter, and uses him to identify the lesser 
known Andrew. The term "Messiah" now comes in the 
gospel, as John remembers the Aramaic the disciples 
commonly spoke, but he translates it immediately into 
Greek as "the Christ". Similarly he translates the 
Aramaic Kephas (Rock) into the Greek Petros. 
 

The various powers of our life are called to follow 
the Lord, as his disciples did in the world. Here two of 
them become clearer ideas. The first to follow is 
Andrew, and he stands for that obedience which comes 
when we repent at the Baptist's command. The name 
means "manly" in Greek and this obedience is the first 
truly human thing that comes in us. He draws in his 
brother "Simon", which comes from the Hebrew "to 
hear", and we begin to listen to what the Lord says and 
develop a faith in our obedience. This faith built from 
what the Lord teaches us becomes the rock on which 
the Lord builds his Church in us, for essentially the 
Church is a way of life lived from the truth of faith. 
 
43 - 46 On the next day, Jesus wanted to go out into 
Galilee, and he found Philip, and said to him, "Follow 
me". Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew 
and Peter. Philip found Nathanael, and said to him, "We 
have found the one Moses wrote about in the law, and 
about whom the prophets wrote, Jesus the son of 
Joseph, who is from Nazareth". And Nathanael said to 
him, "Can any good thing be from Nazareth?" Philip said 
to him, "Come and see". 
 

(Continued on page 6) 

This is the fourth part of the serialisation of the late Rev Paul Vickers’ commentary on the Gospel of John.  
Paul commenced his work with the following words: 
 

“It seems incredible to say that we could form part of a group learning from a disciple who 
walked and talked with Jesus Christ, and yet that is the opportunity John's gospel opens up.” 
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Person to Person - The Gospel of John 

 
 
Jesus now wants to leave the lower Jordan, and go 
north into Galilee. The next two disciples who are called 
are from that region. So far we have had disciples who 
had previously followed John the Baptist, and were with 
him at Bethabara. It is not clear whether Philip and 
Nathanael were there, or whether they were called in 
Galilee when Jesus arrived there. Probably the latter. 
Philip was from Bethsaida, a city on the north east of the 
Sea of Galilee, which is also said to be at least the city 
of origin of Andrew and Peter, though Capernaum 
seems often to be their residence. It seems that the link 
of friend bringing friend to Jesus is continued then in 
Philip, for he in turn brings Nathanael. 
 

We have seen that Jesus calls the powers of our 
mind, as he called his disciples. One draws in another, 
as Andrew our obedience drew in Peter our faith. 
Whenever Philip appears afterwards in the gospel, it is 
as a rather doubting questioner: he works out the 
impossible sum to find food for the five thousand, he 
wants to be shown the Father, when Jesus is showing 
God's coming in himself. He appears to stand for a side 
of our nature which tries to reason things out, and can 
lose track of the real things of love while trying to 
understand. (Philip is from the Greek for "lover of 
horses", and horses are used in the Word for the way 
our understanding travels from one idea to another.) It is 
important that this outward reasoning side of our nature 
should serve Jesus, even though it cannot be the 
source of full understanding as love can. 

 
Philip in turn draws in Nathanael. His name means 

"gift of God", and he is the other aspect of the outer life 
of our mind, the love of good which God gives us in our 
natural life in the world. We shall see that he sits under 
a fig tree that bears sweet fruit full of seeds, which 
depicts the sweet joy of a natural life that loves others 
and multiplies opportunities to serve them. This fig of 
outward loving service is often coupled with the vine, 
which is the symbol of our Lord's spiritual presence with 
men and women; and the two together are a state of 
true peace. Philip, the reasoner, announces Jesus from 
what is known in the Scriptures, and says he comes 
from Nazareth. Nathanael, the love of good in our 
natural life, somewhat surprisingly does not recognize a 
Messiah in this description. 

 
One can suggest reasons why Nathanael the man 

might have reacted in that way. We learn later in the 
gospel (21:2) that he comes from Cana, another village 
only a few miles from Nazareth, and village rivalry is 
universal. Certainly Nazareth was an insignificant place 
to go looking for the Messiah, and might be summarily 
dismissed. But it is more important for us to understand 
why the love of good service in life should find this 
suggestion of our natural understanding so impossible. 
Nazareth where he grew up was the village which 

provided our Lord with an entrance into our earthly life. 
The whole of Galilee, far from the centre of Jewish 
worship at Jerusalem, typifies our outward life which is 
far from inner holiness. Nazareth as the entry point for 
divine things into the outward life of men and women 
emphasizes that we are dealing with the most external 
level of our lives. Can any good thing come from 
Nazareth? Even our effort to live a good outward life 
might query whether God can get into life at that level 
and help us. Philip suggests that Nathanael should 
come and see, for we need to look for light on this. 
 
47 - 51 Jesus saw Nathanael coming to him, and said of 
him, "Look, truly an Israelite in whom there is no deceit". 
Nathanael said to him, "How do you know me?" Jesus 
answered and said to him, "Before Philip called you, I 
saw you under the fig tree". Nathanael answered him, 
"Rabbi, you are the Son of God, you are the king of 
Israel". Jesus answered and said to him, "Do you 
believe because I said to you that I saw you under the 
fig tree? You will see greater things than these". And he 
said to him, "Truly, truly I say to you, from now on you 
will see heaven opened and the angels of God 
ascending and descending on the Son of Man". 
 
Just as we were left guessing why Nathanael should 
dismiss Nazareth so summarily, so we find ourselves 
wondering at his sudden overwhelming reaction to 
Jesus' statement that, before Philip called him, he saw 
him under the fig tree. It looks as though Jesus was 
aware of his very thoughts under the fig tree, possibly 
while he was meditating on the coming of the Messiah. 
Certainly Jesus' words made Nathanael realize that he 
had more than earthly powers. 
 

In our own lives, the meaning is more obvious. 
Jesus is aware of our honest effort to do what is good. 
Jesus knows the Nathanael under the fig tree before 
Philip calls him, that is, he knows the good in our 
outward natural life does not exist merely because 
earthly reasoning has argued us into it. It exists from the 
life of love Jesus brought into that level of our mind. To 
realize this is to know that God has come into and is 
present with us in our outward life of love. We are there 
under the fig tree doing what is good, not because we 
are intellectually convinced by the Philip of our Christian 
reasoning, but because we are choosing to use the life 
God has sent into the world, "the Son of God", and we 
recognize and acknowledge that. We can declare that 
we are ruled by the King of Israel. In the Old Testament, 
Jacob was raised to 'Israel', as our earthly arguments 
for faith are superseded by a spiritual awareness from 
God that makes a living church within us. This is why 
now the promise is made to Nathanael that heaven will 
be opened, and messengers of God will ascend and 
descend upon "the Son of Man", for this is the truth alive 
with love that Jesus has brought into all our lives. 

 

(Continued from page 5) 

(Continued on page 7) 
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Jesus was the Son of God coming from his love, but he uses of himself this term "Son of Man" when he wants to 

emphasize that his work transformed the truth which men and women must use in their lives, and made it powerful 
for their salvation. In making this promise, Jesus uses a phrase that comes many times in John, "Amen, amen". The 
Hebrew word is carried over into the Greek, and denotes firm assurance that a thing is so, and it can be translated 
"truly". Only John gives this double use of the word, and it may well preserve a characteristic of Jesus' speech. We 
have seen before that the doubling of words and phrases expresses the fact that wisdom and love are together in 
anything that is complete, as is this promise of salvation and enlightenment. 

 
 

Person to person - The Gospel of John 
 

To be continued 

(Continued from page 6) 
 

Person to Person - The Gospel of John 

IF YOU ARE AGED 15 - 18 - BEWARE!  
Don't hang about!  

You might miss out!  
 

A SPARKLING NEW SUMMER CAMP 
  

is being planned for you at  
 

Purley Chase Residential Centre  
near Atherstone, Warwickshire  

from  
Saturday 10th - Thursday 15th August  

by  
Daniel Jackson, Liam LeBrun, Laura Pearce and Anne Woodhead  

and Bruce Jarvis, Roz Leather and John Presland  
 

Topics will be chosen by you!  
Lots of fun and games!  

A top-quality outing!  
Good food and great company!  

 
And only £57 for a great time!  

 
Only the first 20 to apply will be accepted, so -  

Send your deposit of £20 now to:  
 

Roz Leather  
4 Kingsway, Worsley  
Manchester M28 7FD  

 
Don't hang about!  

You might miss out!  
 

Remember: Only the first 20 to apply will be accepted!  
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The more I think through the various teachings of the 
New Church, the more I begin to appreciate their 
balance. So often, even in the wording of our teachings 
we are given two essentials to hold carefully together; 
two part-truths which give us a sense of the truth itself 
when we see them side-by-side. And at times, reading 
Swedenborg can seem like endlessly reading words in 
pairs. 
 

Let me give you a few examples and you'll begin to 
see what I mean. Take the two words faith and charity. 
We are told that a real and living faith - a faith in the 
Lord - must also involve a life of kindness and a regard 
for the well-being of others. It is not simply a belief we 
hold in our head which makes little or no difference to 
the way we live. That would not be faith. And we're told 
that a life of caring and kindness is not enough by itself, 
but needs to be lived according to the faith we hold. 
Real kindness is to help people on their journey towards 
the Lord because each of us is one of the Lord's 
children. When you read about 'faith' and 'charity' in 
some passage from the heavenly doctrines, don't gloss 
over the words. They are written very deliberately. They 
describe a process we are to be part of. 

 
Here's a particularly helpful pair of words to 

contemplate: internal and external ... or, in more 
contemporary language, inner and outer. When you 
read through our teachings you will come across the 
crucial balance to be kept between what is internal and 
what is external. Services of worship are a classic 
example of this. Real genuine worship is internal; in 
other words, it affects our hearts and minds and 
changes our state. And it takes an external act of 
worship to bring about this effect internally. We might 
call that the 'atmosphere' in worship. But a service in 
which only outward rituals are happening and there is 
no internal magic is lifeless and empty. Externals help 
internals happen. Like giving flowers because you love 
someone. 

 
I'll give you one more. Our teachings point out again 

and again that we have a will and we also have an 
understanding. The reason is that our natural will tends 
to be to be self-centred and suspect. We cannot afford 
to trust that first will. So how are we to move from our 
original will to a new will which wants to follow the Lord? 
We can't change our will! No, but we can have an 
understanding of life which can rise above our muddy 
motives and see into the light of heaven. It is this which 
then allows a new will to be formed so that we can 
regenerate or make spiritual progress. 

When you read the language of New Church 
teachings you will keep meeting these double-ideas. Try 
not to be put off by them. They really do mean 
something. They are very precise. This is the language 
of spiritual activity. If love was a simple thing, we could 
be told that all we have to do is love more and more. But 
love is not a simple thing ... it is ultimately a Divine 
activity. And the Lord is infinite while we are finite ... 
another pair of words. 

 
My own personal favourite idea in our teachings is 

not a pair of words but a truth that straddles two levels 
of life. It is there in the Faith of the New Church. It is the 
truth that we are to live and act as if it is only us doing it, 
yet believe at the same time that the Lord is working 
through us in what we do. To me, that's like crossing a 
spiritual bridge because it takes away the paradox or 
oddity of everything being under the Lord's care and 
providence but my feeling that I'm here on my own 
doing my best. Two realities joined together. And in the 
subtlety of the blending we can begin to see and sense 
the truth itself. 

 
It is so important to keep two ideas there together in 

your mind. It keeps us where we need to be ... at the 
centre, which is the Lord, and not in two minds. 
 

Rev Julian Duckworth 

Keeping  two ideas together in your mind 

Ruth and Julian Duckworth 
Photo by John Cunningham 

Apologies 
 
I am sorry that inadvertently the price increase for 
Lifeline was given in the March issue rather than starting 
in April. I apologise for any problems this has caused. 

Editor 

Errata 
 
The new Year Book has incorrectly shown the London 
telephone number of Dennis & Mary Duckworth as  
0208 8445 2607. 
It should be: 020 8445 2607 
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Making new friends -  
New Church College and The Creative Living Centre 
 
Last month we gave a College view of sharing the 
College building with the Creative Living Centre. This 
month we see it through the eyes of the Creative Living 
Centre. 
 

Our story actually goes back to the summer of 2000. 
That's when we first made contact with John Presland to 
arrange the relocation of our complementary therapy 
programme to the College, major building work at our 
Centre being imminent, or so we thought. We were 
wrong about that and it took another year and a half 
before the building work got under way and we arrived, 
as refugees, at the doorstep of this oasis. What we were 
not wrong about was our initial impression and the 
ongoing experience of working with New Church 
College. Everyone has been fantastic, we have felt 
accepted and at home. It had seemed a big job, 
reorganising the therapies, accommodating the 
changes, plus our concern about the amount of 
disturbance we would cause to the regular flow and 
work of the College. But the helpfulness, good humour 
and generosity of spirit shown to us has made it all a 
very rewarding experience. 

 
For those unfamiliar with The Creative Living Centre 

we are a charity established in 1997 to support people 
experiencing mental and emotional distress. Our 
approach is a holistic one, acknowledging the 
interconnectedness of our physical, mental, spiritual well 
being, our life experiences and the environment we live 
in. We promote active engagement in the healing 
process and the growth of self-awareness and self-
responsibility within a supportive and caring community. 

 

Our activities are wide ranging. Some are creative 
arts based such as painting, ceramics, crafts, music, 
movement and dance. Others focus directly on self-
help, such as our weekly discussion and support group. 
We have group activities that teach people techniques 
to promote better health such as Yoga, Qi Gong and 
relaxation. Our complementary therapy programme 
offers one to one support and includes acupuncture, 
aromatherapy, massage, counselling, homeopathic and 
flower remedies, reflexology, reiki and unitive healing. 
We also have one-to-one basic skill training. As well as 
our regular activities we have many short courses and 
one-off events - from Laughter therapy to Karaoke to 
interior design.   

 
Although many of our members are referred through 

the health and social services, we operate a self-referral 
basis, anyone that would describe themselves as 
experiencing mental, emotional distress may access our 
resources. We make no charge. Our one-to-one 
therapies operate on a nominal donation basis. 

 
Our members are encouraged to see the project as 

their own, to be involved as much as they wish and are 
able, to add to the growth and development of the 
project, alongside their own growth and development. 
We have Centre meetings and discussions, supporting 
decision-making, development and evaluation. 

 
Finally, as our stay at the College comes to a close 

we look forward to ongoing friendship and involvement 
between our two Centres. 

 
With love and best wishes from Abbie, and on 

behalf of members, therapists and staff 

New Church College News            April 2002 

Nominations for the Conference Council 
 
The Council wishes to remind members of the Church that it is open to Members of Conference to nominate any 
other Member of Conference to serve on the Conference Council. There are normally three vacancies each 
year. The retiring members may be willing to stand again, but other nominations are welcomed.   
Generally, nominations are received only during the Annual Meeting of Conference. 
 
However, it is perfectly permissible for nominations to be made in writing before the Annual Meeting of 
Conference. If you would like to nominate someone, nomination forms are available from the Secretary of 
Conference. 
 
Each nomination form must bear the name of a proposer and seconder, both Members of Conference. The 
nominee must also be a Member of Conference and the form must bear his/her signature to indicate consent to 
stand. 
 
Neither the nominee, nor the proposer and seconder need to be present at the forthcoming Annual Meeting. 
 

Gordon Kuphal 
Secretary of Conference 
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THE NEW CHURCH COLLEGE 
and 

THE COMMITTEE FOR AUXILIARY MINISTRY 
are planning new regional study groups across the UK! 

 
"OLD TESTAMENT PEOPLE" 

 
You are invited to join in  

an open learning course  with 16 Sessions and 8 regional tutorial meetings 
to be spread over a year from September 2002 

 
How well do you know your Old Testament? Perhaps you feel you know bits and pieces? The College has 
developed a course which has excited many men and women over the past few years. They have been 
delighted to follow the stories of the Old Testament from Adam and Eve through to prophets such as Daniel 
and Jonah from a Swedenborgian viewpoint. Swedenborg wrote:- 
 

The Word is like a mine, the depths of which are rich in gold and silver; or like a mine containing 
richer and richer veins of gems the further one goes into it. It is the understanding of the Word 
which opens up these mines. ... 
For those who probe the Word to extract from it the truths of faith and the kinds of good which are 
needed for life, the Word is like treasures owned by the Shah of Persia or the Mogul or Chinese 
Emperors.  True Christian Religion 245 

 
The aims of the College for this course will be: 
 

• To offer background material on the Old Testament Canon, text and language. 
• To facilitate study of and reflection on: 

⇒ the main characters of the Old Testament and the key events in their lives. 
⇒ the spiritual significance of the Biblical narrative surrounding these characters. 

• To challenge you to link these characters to aspects of your spiritual development. 
 
The Syllabus includes study of: 
 

• Old Testament Canon, text and language. 
• Adam and Eve;  Noah;  Abraham, Isaac and Jacob;  the sons of Jacob. 
• Moses;  Joshua;  the Judges;  Samuel and Saul;  David.   
• Solomon and the monarchy;  Elijah and Elisha; and some of the Prophets. 

 
You will need: 
 

• King James (or Authorised) Version of the Bible (1611) 
• New King James (or Revised Authorised) Version or New International Version 
• The New Lion Encyclopedia of the Bible ISBN 0-7459-3922-8 

 
Other necessary books, or extracts from them, will be provided by the College on loan. 
 
Assessment under the New Church College system of credit will be available for those who wish it. 
 
Participants will be asked to contribute £100 to the cost of the course, including tutorial support, over the 
duration of their study. 
 
For further information, and to express an interest, please contact: 
Rev John Presland (Principal) 
New Church College, 25 Radcliffe New Road, Radcliffe, Manchester, M26 1LE 
Tel:  0161 766 2521. E-mail:  john.presland@newchurchcollege.org.uk 
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RENEW Education 
a General Conference of the New Church Initiative 

 
 

Are you looking for an exciting challenge? 
 

We are looking for a 
 

DIRECTOR of EDUCATIONAL DEVELOPMENT 
 

to lead in the development of a programme of new learning initiatives. 
 

 
This is a key management role. 
 
We are looking for someone who has: 
 

• an ability to work with others. 
 
• experience in one or more areas of education and learning 
 
• an affinity with the spiritual teachings given through Emanuel Swedenborg. 
 
• excellent communication skills. 
 
• energy and enthusiasm and vision 

 
 

As this is a new post your initial role will be the evaluation of current practice leading to the creation and 
implementation of a strategic plan for educational development. This will include the development and 
piloting of activities and resources relevant to the spiritual needs of people, particularly those outside our 
present organisation today. You will be required to liase with other educational bodies both within and 
outside the organisation. 
 
Initially, this is a 3-year appointment, based possibly in the Manchester area. 
 
The level of remuneration will be discussed at interview and will depend on experience and qualifications. 
 
For further details, including a fuller job description, contact the RENEW Implementation Manager,  
Alan Misson by email:  alanmisson@btinternet.com  
or by post: 27 Woodland Way, Shirley, Croydon, Surrey, CR0 7UB 
 
Closing date for applications is  21st June 2002  

 
"GIVEN  FOR  YOU" 

 
 
The 195th Annual Meeting of The General Conference of the New Church will be held at the Hayes Conference 
Centre, Swanwick, Derbyshire DE55 1AU on Monday 8th July to Friday 12th July 2002. The proceedings will 
open with a Service of Celebration and Thanksgiving at 3.00 p.m. on Monday 8th and will close by lunch-time on 
the Friday. The Conference Service will be held on Wednesday 10th July at 7.30 p.m. at Derby New Church, at 
which the Senior Minister, the Rev Ian Russell, will preach. 
 

Gordon Kuphal 
Secretary of Conference 
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Readers Letters 

Dear Editor, 
 
I am concerned about the lack of 
enthusiasm in the church. You might 
say, "What have we got to be 
enthusiastic about?" In my opinion 
there is one thing. We have the 
Writings, the Doctrines, the Truth - 
call them what you will, by Emanuel 
Swedenborg. This is the focus of our 
Church. 

Sadly, there has grown up an 
idea that they are too difficult for us, 
on ly  educated people  can 
understand them. I wonder if we 
have been starting at the wrong end 
of these Writings? 

Swedenborg  beg ins  h i s 
theological writings at the beginning 
- with the Bible. He starts to unravel 
some of the inner sense of Genesis 
chapter 1. in the first volume of 
Arcana Caelestia. This great work is 
in 12 volumes. Perhaps that is why 
we, in the Church, have tended to 

regard it as a reference book. 
I t  does, however, make 

wonderful reading. I would like the 
Church to make a fresh start on 
these wonderful truths and begin to 
read Arcana Caelestia volume 1- 
never mind the other 11 volumes. 
Let us stop selecting the smaller 
works but take a giant step and 
begin to read Arcana. 

I believe that we could do it in 
18 months. This means 30 pages in 
a month. Rev Alan Lewin is 
prepared to write a leaflet for every 
chapter of Arcana volume 1, to help 
us with any problems we find. He 
would also be more than happy to 
communicate with us about any 
wonderful or difficult passages we 
find. 

To start this study, one would 
need a copy of AC vol.1 - preferably 
the modern translation by Rev John 
Elliott (so much easier to read than 
the older translations). This is 

available from the Swedenborg 
Society price £ 8.50 in paperback, 
postage and packing about £3.50. 

I see this reading going along 
side by side with the work of the 
RENEW and with the work of the 
New Church College. This is 
something that we can all do. 

You never know - you may 
become as enthusiastic about 
Arcana as I am. If you're interested, 
we'd like to hear from you. 

 
Renee James 

Just a member of the New Church 
 
Renee James 
4 Elruge Close, West Drayton, 
Middlesex UB7 7ES 
Tel: 01895 443579 
Rev Alan Lewin 
36 Standmoor Road, Whitefield, 
Manchester M45 7PN 
Tel: 0161 796 7646 
 

Lifeline Contributions should be sent to the Editor,     Alan C Misson      
 27 Woodland Way, Shirley, Croydon, CR0 7UB Tel:  020  8777 5098        Email:  alanmisson@btinternet.com
   
Lifeline is published on the 2nd Sunday of the month ( except in Jan and July ). Articles and notices should reach the editor 
by the end of the second week of the month prior to publication.  
 
  Subscriptions to be sent to the Business Manager,    Ian D McCallum 
 65 Heaton Road, Stockport, Cheshire, SK4 4JJ   Tel:  0161 432 5362 
 
Price per copy  £1.10 United Kingdom £15.00  Overseas Seamail  £19.50 
   Airmail to USA & Canada  £26.50 Airmail to Australia & New Zealand  £28.25 

I welcome this proposal by Renee James and I am sure 
many readers of Lifeline will also wish to support it. 
Please write to her, to Rev Alan Lewin, or to the editor 
of Lifeline  with your comments.  

Printed below are some extracts from the 
Translator’s Introduction to the current English edition, 
which seemed very relevant when I read them recently. 

 
Editor 

 
Extracts from the Translator's Introduction 

 
By immersing himself in Arcana Caelestia the genuine 
seeker after God becomes acquainted, in the central 
sections of the work, with the inner reality of the Word, 
or - to use our Lord's own words recorded in John 6:63 - 
with its 'spirit and life', without which 'the flesh' of the 
literal statement' is of no avail'.  

In 'the Arcana' itself reference is made time and 
again to people who confine themselves to the literal 

statements of Scripture and as a consequence remain 
unacquainted with its real inward character. In Arcana 
Caelestia however the reader will discover that the 
literal statements of Genesis and Exodus, and indeed of 
every other book of the Word, are lively flesh and bones 
embodying every aspect of the Lord Himself and of His 
various relationships with and activities among men. 

To some, Swedenborg's reports of what he heard 
and what he saw in the spiritual world will perhaps have 
far greater appeal than the explanations of Scripture. In 
this so-called materialistic age there appears to be wide-
spread belief in survival beyond the grave; but even 
sincere Christians have little to go on now that the crude 
teachings of former centuries have passed away. To 
them, as to those whose desire is to find the living God 
within the Scriptures, Arcana Caelestia comes as a 
precious gift from above. 
 
Rev John Elliott 
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