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Unconqguerable Love
|

Many fine words have been written to describe the quality of love. Few of them can rival
the words found in 1 Corinthians 13; here love is described in all its facets and
splendour. As we approach Easter, | find myself deeply touched by some of the
thoughts about love which are expressed in this passage. | am thinking in particular of
the following: "Love suffers long and is kind...bears all things...endures all things"

(1 Corinthians 13: 4, 7).

Nowhere do we see the truth of these words more clearly than in the life and death
of Jesus Christ. His love was unconquerable; He died loving even the men who had
betrayed and crucified Him. No matter how badly people treated Him, and how pressing
were the urges within Him to take vengeance upon them, He never stopped loving them.
His love suffered, bore, and endured all things and yet was constant right up to the
moment of death.

Jesus was able to love in such a remarkable way because the love in Him was none
other than the Divine Love. We read, "The Lord's love was that of saving the human
race" (Arcana Caelestia 9937:6). At all times Jesus was motivated by a love of saving
every single human being. He never once compromised or betrayed that love by
choosing to love Himself before others. Because of this perfect life the love in Jesus was
never conquered by hell, in fact it never died. Even in death His love was strong and
lived on. It was this unconquered Divine Love in Him that made possible the Easter
Resurrection.

Human love may wax and wane, it may even sicken and die, but the Lord's love for
each one of us is unconquerable. It is in this great truth that our hope lies this Easter.
Love triumphed over all in Jesus, and love can also triumph over all in our lives. It can
only do so, however, when we draw our love from the Lord and make a real effort to love
in the same unselfish way that He did.

It is often in the darkest places of life that we see the unconquerable power of love.
Even in terrible places like Auchswitz there were people who still had the inner power to
show small kindnesses to their neighbour. Even among the sick and dying we are often
able to witness a strength of love for others that is quite surprising. Even among the
victims of terrible injustices we can sometimes see a love which conquers all hatred and
revenge. Nothing can conquer the Lord's love, and, if we live in Him and by His
example, that same power of love will transform our lives; it will be a blessing to us even
in the darkest moments and severest trials. "Love never fails" (1 Corinthians 13:8); love
is the resurrection life in us which will lead us through death itself to find a new and
glorious life above.

Rev Robert A Gill
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Our mission is to express, share and experience with others in life an
inclusive, non-judgmental vision of God’s kingdom



An Unbelievably Good Friday

In twenty years of ministry | have often noticed that the
best and liveliest discussion gets going when we start to
talk about the Lord and His life in the world. It seems to
me that people can pick up on the events of the Lord's
life and use this to help them make sense of their own
lives, the hardships, the hopes, the human limitations,
the way we can overcome things and find the purpose in
it all. It's as if the story of Jesus somehow embodies our
deepest sense about living.

Nowhere is this more true than in the events of
Good Friday and Easter. The first event is about death,
the other event is about life. This is a powerful model we
can all relate to! We know - we sense - that most of our
learning experiences in life involve something having to
die or be discarded before something better can take its
place. We need to lose our life before we can ever find
it, according to Jesus. We need to let go of our pride
and self-will before we can come into the feelings of
humility, peace, and love. And of course, one day we
shall all die, as we must, so that we can enter eternity
and have everlasting life.

This idea makes me want to look again and more
closely at the events of Good Friday. Was it, as we're
often led to see it, a terribly bad day, the day on which
human beings extinguished a life of perfect love and
truth? Yes, that is certainly part of it . We have only got
to listen to the news to find examples of man's
inhumanity to man. And perhaps, a bit more close to
home, we know that we can harbour some pretty
unpleasant feelings towards people who are too
successful, too attractive, too popular or even too
honest. We can crucify goodness and so crucify
something of the Lord. Let's go even further. Doesn't all
emphasis on suffering, whether ours or anyone else's,
in some way stop us from experiencing the Lord's life
and His love for us, and kill it off?

Christianity proclaims that Christ died for our sins.
There is suffering in that. Jesus Himself spoke a number

From the Writings ...

To prevent faith about God, in Him and from Him, from
becoming, merely because no one has seen Him, like a
water-bubble floating in the air, full of beautiful colours in
the first and second moments of its existence, but in the
third and thereafter collapsing into nothing, it has
pleased Jehovah God to come down and take upon
Himself human form, thus putting Himself on view, and
proving that God is no entity conceived by the faculty of
reason, but That which was, is and shall be, from
eternity to eternity.

of times about how He
must suffer many things,
be killed, and be raised
again the third day. But
now let's begin to turn all
this towards a more
positive idea. The word
'suffer' which has come to
be associated with pain
and infliction, originally
meant to allow
something, to let it
happen. We see this in
the words of Jesus, "Suffer the little children to come to
Me." There's no pain in that! So let's see the events of
Good Friday more in terms of the Lord allowing this to
happen to Him rather than any suffering it involved. He
knew it had to come to pass as it did.

When we think about Good Friday more from God
than from man we begin to see it more clearly and more
positively. Dying then becomes a symbol of God's
longing to give His life to us. The blood of Jesus which
flowed from His pierced side becomes a life-giving flow
which comes from Him to us as we open our life to Him
and follow His commandments. And the cross itself
transforms from being the image of ordeal into being the
emblem of the Lord's glorified life, the Divine Human,
extending in every direction because He is present
among us now, the truth itself in person.

We might start out with sorrowful feelings and
associations on this Good Friday but these human
things must give way to Divine intentions so that Good
Friday - an unbelievably Good day - can become an
Easter morning and the day of our resurrection with the
Lord.

Rev Julian Duckworth

God is no three-letter word, but the whole of reality
from alpha to omega. Consequently He is life and
salvation to all who believe in Him as a visible God, not
to those who say that they believe in an invisible God.
For believing, seeing and recognising make up a single
act, which is why the Lord said to Philip:

“He who sees and knows me sees and knows the Father.”

True Christian Religion 159:7



In Memory

She was known throughout the Church as 'Cassie’, but
her real name was Kathleen Winifred, the wife of one of
Conference's well-known and well-loved ministers,
George Thomas Hill. Her family name was Clubb, and
they came from Derby. Cassie died in Derby on 10th
January 2003 at the great age of ninety-four. | say 'great
age' - for Cassie was one who always gave out a slight
impression of frailty. But she and George both lived well
into their nineties; and both are now in that realm where
time and age and physical frailty hardly matter. In the
latter six years of her life, Cassie was cared for in first
residential, and finally nursing homes in the Derby area.

George had a ministerial pastorate of about twenty-
three years in Accrington, and it was here that | got to
know them both quite well. George was well loved and
highly respected for his guidance and teaching. Cassie
provided the complement, keeping her husband fit and
well and preventing him from ‘'overdoing things'. She
had quite strong views on church life and behaviour. |
knew them both from our meetings of the Ministerial
Advisory Council (the M.A.C.) at their home in Oakwood
Road, Accrington - where Cassie was the kindly and

Mrs Cassie Hill

efficient hostess. She had strong views on Church
etiquette - believing in general that church management
should be a masculine affair and certainly not a feminine
one. She was reluctant in attending meetings, and was
not even a supporter of women at a funeral service. Yet
she was friendly with all and always ready for a chat.
She and George had lived and worked in Manchester,
on the Fylde coast during the war years, and of course
in Accrington for a lengthy period of their lives.

It is good to think that Cassie and George ended
their lives in Derby - Cassie's home town and the spot
where George started out as a young minister. It is also
good to know that their wedding was the last that was
solemnised in the old Babbington Lane New Church
before its closure in 1931. George and Cassie Hill are
'links with the past'. There is a sense in which we are all
links with the past. The great thing is that those links,
while they exist, should be strong and firm, binding
together God's Love and Wisdom in the world in which
we live.

Rev Dennis Duckworth

Purley Chase - Seeking New Manager(s)

Purley Chase is a large residential centre (50 people)
set in the Warwickshire countryside near Mancetter. It is
owned by the General Conference of the New Church
and is used by a wide range of groups.

The Purley Chase Committee oversees the day to
day running of Purley Chase and are looking to appoint
one or more Managers, who may be a couple, when the
current Managers retire at the end of 2004/early 2005.

We are looking for someone/people who has/have
the following qualities:

e Enthusiastic & energetic

e Practical

e Ability to self-motivate and work without day
to day supervision

e Well organised

o Flexible

e Ability to get on with wide variety of people

The Manager(s) will be expected to have one or more of
the following skills:

Maintaining premises and/or gardens
Management of staff

Catering & cleaning management
Bookings & general management

Basic receipts/payments bookkeeping
Ability to get on with wide variety of people

Remuneration is competitive for the sector and may
include accommodation and a car.

To apply, please send your CV and covering letter,
stating what qualities and skills you would bring to the
Managers' position to:

Liz Clemett
37 Mellor Drive, Uttoxeter, Staffs ST14 7AL

We welcome applications from people of all
backgrounds, however, as Purley Chase is a church
organisation, you will be sympathetic to the purpose and
beliefs of the General Conference of the New Church.



Child and Youth Education - Development Worker

The New Church Sunday School Union is delighted to announce the appointment of Pauline Grimshaw as
Development Worker for Child and Youth Education.

Pauline is a member of Kearsley New Jerusalem Church where she is treasurer, organist, newsletter editor and
registrar. She regularly leads worship in the north Manchester area and is secretary to the area council. She also
works on a national level as a member of the Conference Council, the New Church Historical Society and as
secretary to the Sunday School Union for which she produces activity sheets and material for Home Sunday Club.

Next July Pauline will leave her post as deputy head-teacher, after 24 years at a Preston primary school, and will
take up the Development Worker post in mid-August for an initial period of one year.

R v v s O
WHAT'S NEW?
Come and find out at The Annual Conference of the New Church Sunday School Union
Saturday 31st May 10.00 - 4.30 (coffee @ 9.30)

at Derby New Church

new ideas - new materials - new teaching methods - new development worker
Let's see some new faces too!

Remember to bring your album of photos ( taken with your camera from last year's conference)
plus any other things your children have done.

Lunch and afternoon tea provided at a small charge.
PLAN TO BE THERE, but please tell NCSSU secretary:

Pauline Grimshaw, The Manse , Church Street, Kearsley, Bolton BL9 9DD TEL. 01204 574047
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Trustee of Conference

Since the last Meeting of Conference Mr Bruce Taylor, who was a Trustee of the General Conference, has passed
into the Spiritual World.

It is planned to appoint a new Trustee to fill this vacancy at the next Annual Meeting of Conference in July. If
anyone would like to suggest a name for nomination, would they please let the Secretary of Conference know by the
end of April, so that proposals can be considered by the Conference Council at its meeting on 16th/17th May.

The appointment of Trustees is covered by Article 46 and Rules Q.1-2.

Gordon Kuphal
Secretary of Conference
11 Seaview Road, Brightlingsea,
Colchester, Essex CO7 OPP



Person to Person - The Gospel of John

This is the twelfth part of the serialisation of the late Rev Paul Vickers’ commentary on the Gospel of John.

Paul commenced his work with the following words:

“It seems incredible to say that we could form part of a group learning from a disciple who
walked and talked with Jesus Christ, and yet that is the opportunity John's gospel opens up.”

CHAPTER FIVE continued
17 - 47 THE FATHER AND THE SON

The conflict with the Jews over the Sabbath brings
about a reply from Jesus which declares his divine
nature, and shows the fundamental issue between
himself and the opposing Jews. Jesus now attempts to
explain his relationship to God; and, as we have seen
John do before, he probably includes teaching from
Jesus which was given at other times, but which bears
directly on the subject. The many sentences prefaced
by "amen, amen," may be memorable sayings of Jesus
which John brought together here to develop his
teaching. The end of chapter 5 therefore provides the
most sustained attempt to reveal Jesus' nature since the
Prologue to this gospel. As we have seen, the narrative
of events reveals his zeal and compassion and
understanding, all of which help to make him known to
us, but we also need some idea of the way God is
working in Jesus. His life is not just a good life and a
good example, but is a divine work of redemption which
saves us all.

This is not just abstract knowledge, but is closely
bound up with the way new life flows into our mind from
inner levels of which we are not conscious. Such influx,
whether for good or evil, makes up far more of our
mind'’s activity than we dream of. We sum up our mind's
activity from the worldly things we see and act upon,
and the words we read and the reasoning we develop
from them. This is to forget the real power of our mind
which flows in from levels above our outward
consciousness. It is there that Jesus is active.

Speaking of God as "our Father" sums up all the
love which makes each of us and cares for us and can
never let us go. It is perfectly accurate to speak of God
as our Creator, but that can lead our thoughts out into
the vastness and mystery of the universe he creates for
us. We need rather to remember his nature, and that is
summed up in the love of a Father for his children. If he
provides for us so vastly and wonderfully, it does not
change the warmth of his love for each one of us. That
is our security, in good times and in bad. Whilst we may
not grasp how great and powerful is his love for us,
there is nothing inaccurate in calling him "our Father".
That precisely sums up his nature, and his relationship
with us. Only if we grasp this human yet infinite nature
of God's love for us, can we begin to understand how he
took action to reach us, how he sent his own life into our
world for our salvation. The terms he uses about his
work for us are not abstract titles; they express to us in

5

our experience as much as we can understand of his
nature and his work.

In these passages it helps if we read the words
"Father" and "Son" with their proper meaning. The
Father is the love that makes and sustains all things,
and this is the life in Jesus. The Son is this life learning
the truth and living it out in life here, rejecting all evil and
making our level of life divine in him, so that it becomes
"God with us". Obviously the life is always God'’s; that
life "does the works", "bears the witness". But the Son is
essential to men and women, because it has brought
that life into things which we can accept and use, and in
which we can receive God's life. When we think
specifically of the truth into which that life is acting, it is
called "the Son of Man". Since we receive God's life in
the truth, this is associated with our learning and
judgement. But "the Son of God" makes us think rather
of the love of God as it acted and made a divine human
at our level to redeem us. The Father and the Son can
be thought about distinctly but are one, just as the life in
our soul and the activity it brings about in our mind can
be distinguished in thought but are one in reality.

This passage emphasizes that there is no separate
life in Jesus which acts apart from the life of God. It is
that one life which is acting in our world of thought and
affection. The quality of that life is that of God: he alone
bears witness to what is happening at our level. The
"Son" is a real presence of divine life in natural things.
Nothing else could renew the way of influx to our minds
once we had cut ourselves away from God's life by our
selfishness. Those who choose to love and serve have
a way to be united to God's life in the Son. But it is still
the Father's life that he has brought to us in Jesus
Christ.

17 - 18 But Jesus answered them, "My Father works
until now and | work". So because of this the Jews
sought the more to kill him, because not only did he
break the Sabbath, but also called God his own Father,
making himself equal to God.

Jesus' response to the Jews opens up more serious
dissent than disagreement on the Sabbath laws. They
understand clearly that he is claiming to be divine when
he calls God his Father. The venom this arouses may
seem excessive, but to these Jews it was the most
extreme blasphemy. We have to remember that, in this
gospel, the term 'the Jews' stands for those in evil who
seek to destroy Christians. Evil can tolerate a God who

(Continued on page 6)
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