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The title for this year's Conference is:  
 

"Freely you have received, freely give". (Matthew 10:8)  
 
Have you ever become so frustrated with the lack of understanding from someone you 
are speaking to, that you felt like saying the old radio communication phrase,  

 
"Are you receiving me?" 
 
Another well-known phrase is. "It is better to give than to receive". Is it?  

 
If you are receiving another embarrassing hand-knitted jumper from Aunty Ethel or 

another ghastly key-ring from uncle Arthur, that may be so, but generally speaking there 
has to be a healthy balance between giving and receiving. Some of us find receiving 
harder than giving. Giving feels active and receiving may seem passive. Most of us are 
only too ready to give-advice, teaching, wisdom and commands, but are we so good at 
receiving them ourselves? Gracious receiving acknowledges that somebody else has 
something of value to give us, and for some that is a blow to the receiver's ego. When 
we receive in an appreciative manner it is a compliment to the giver and it adds value to 
their lives. When someone offers us an idea or a suggestion that we ignore, we have not 
really received what was offered, and they may end up feeling rejected and that their 
offer was considered valueless. 

 
To receive properly, from the heart, involves love and humility-both heavenly virtues 

according to the Writings. Many people stop giving because what they offered was not 
valued, so it is very important that we try to be good receivers as well as givers. That 
way nobody on earth should need to ask us, "Are you receiving me?" Nobody in heaven 
either. 
 
 

Rev Gill Gordon 
 
 

The Lord is conjoined with those who receive Him in heart and life, 
because the Lord enters or flows into life; He enters or flows in only with 
those who are in a life of spiritual love, or in a life of charity; for charity is 
spiritual love.   
Apocalypse Explained 251 
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Are you receiving me? 

Our mission is to express, share and experience with others in life an 
inclusive, non-judgmental vision of God’s kingdom 
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Do you like new things? 
 

On a material level most of us get some pleasure 
from acquiring something new, especially if it is 
replacing something old and worn out or will make life 
easier or more pleasurable for us. On the other hand, 
some new experiences can be daunting because we 
have to learn new skills and risk failure. Leading the 
service and giving this address are new and daunting 
tasks for me, for example. 

 
In our Sunday School work with children and 

teenagers we are constantly facing new challenges. 
Family structures have become more complex and 
lifestyles in general have changed. More people work, 
shop, do DIY, or pursue leisure activities on Sundays 
than they did in the past, leading to Sunday being less 
of a special day and more like all the others in the week. 
Fewer families and children attend church on Sundays. 
These lifestyle changes also affect the commitment 
which Sunday School teachers are able to give. Many of 
them have jobs which make greater demands on their 
time and energy; most women now work outside the 
home; their children are involved in activities that require 
participation on Sundays and parents are needed to 
provide transport. When I was a child in the Sunday 
School here at Derby, my Sunday School teachers 
attended two church services and taught a class every 
Sunday whilst also leading a youth club and attending a 
teachers' preparation class on weekday evenings. It 
now seems impossible for most of us to regularly 
commit that amount of time to Sunday School work. 

 
There also seems to be a widening gap between 

the attractiveness and excitement of the activities we 
can offer in Sunday School and those elsewhere. I 
suspect that many Sunday School lessons and the 
materials used are very similar to those of twenty years 
ago whereas day school lessons have changed 
dramatically with different teaching methods including 
the use of computers and other technologies. 

 
Have the children themselves changed? in many 

cases they have more material possessions and comfort 
in their lives. They are used to active participation rather 
than sifting still and listening and they expect rapid 
results. Their relationship with adults has changed and 
they don't automatically respect them just because they 
are adults. 

 
As we face these challenges we feel that we need 

new ideas, new approaches and new activities to attract 
children, maintain their interest and to teach them 
effectively. 

 
Have you come here today hoping to take 

something new away with you to help you in Sunday 
School? I expect so. The title of 'What's New?' was 
chosen for today's conference because over the last 
year the Union Council has been working on several 

new initiatives which we hope will help all of us to meet 
some of the challenges we face in our work. Perhaps 
the most exciting of these new initiatives is the 
appointment of Pauline Grimshaw as a full-time paid 
development worker for families, children and 
teenagers. She will be telling you about her vision and 
plans for her new role later this morning. 

 
The role and functions of the Sunday School Union 

have gradually changed over the years. In an attempt to 
meet the needs of children in today's society it has 
broadened its scope to include residential schools for 
children and families, the Home Sunday Club and 
recently, the older teenagers and young people who 
used to belong to the Federation. To better reflect its 
role it has been decided to give it a new name. After 
much deliberation The New Church Youth Association is 
the proposed title. 

 
Presentations this afternoon will demonstrate new 

approaches to teaching and children's religious 
development. The children's work and photographs 
brought from other Sunday Schools will, hopefully, give 
you ideas for new activities to try with your group. 

 
Our aim is that from amongst your experiences 

today you will find at least one new idea that will be of 
real use to you and your children. With this aim in mind 
Gwen has prepared a card for each of you to write down 
something 'new' that you will take back with you to your 
church and try. 

 
However, while we need to be willing to seek out 

and experiment with new ideas we must ensure that we 
are working from a firm foundation. 

 
A few weeks ago I was emptying a bookcase at 

home when I came across these two books which I had 
almost forgotten about. As you can see, they are far 
from being new. This one, entitled 'Child Psychology in 
the light of the New Church as applied to religious 
training', was written by the Rev. E.J.E.Schreck in 1924, 
while be was minister at Wretham Road New Church in 
Birmingham. Reading it reminded me of what a treasury 
of knowledge we have been given in our New Church 
teachings about how children develop spiritually and the 
part we as teachers should play. These ideas are not 
new to most of you but they are unique to the Lord's 
New Church and therefore new to most people. They 
are just as relevant to today's children as they were to 
those of Swedenborg's day or those in the Rev. 
Schreck's Church in the 1920's. If we apply them they 
make our Sunday School teaching distinct because they 
guide us in what to teach and how to teach it. I think it is 
worth reminding ourselves of these teachings so that 
they can provide the firm foundation for all our work with 
children. 

 
 

(Continued on page 3) 

What’s new?                      
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                              Sunday School Conference - President’s Address 

 
The basis of everything we teach children must be 

the Divine Revelations that the Lord has given to us - 
the Word of God and the writings of the New Church. 
 

We have so little time in Sunday School that we 
must not be tempted to use stories other than those 
from the Bible, however appealing they may appear. We 
are taught that reading the Word brings us and children 
into conjunction with the Lord and into association with 
the angels. 

 
Children can absorb different types of teaching at 

different stages of their development. We need to make 
church a pleasurable experience for babies and toddlers 
by providing surroundings and activities that please their 
senses. 

 
In the early years the child is in the spiritual care of 

angels of love - celestial angels. The young child's mind 
is receptive to love and holiness. The main purpose of 
Sunday School teaching at this stage is not to pass on 
truths but to impart a sense of reverence and love. We 
may tell the Bible stories in our own words to make 
them vivid and appealing to the children. But we should 
keep as close as we can to the words of the Bible and 
not distort the emphasis of the story so that the child will 
not have to revise its attitude to it in order to understand 
the spiritual sense when it is older and able to do so. 

 
From around the age of eight there is a change in 

the spiritual influences with a child. He is now in the 
care of angels who live primarily in the truth they know. 
With such an influence within, the child develops a more 
active interest in knowing facts and is very inquisitive. 
Hereditary evils begin to show so that the child can 
begin to recognise evil and that it must be overcome. 
Children of this age usually have good memories and 
we can make use of this by teaching the main truths of 
religion in the words of the Bible. As the child learns 
these as facts, the Lord stores them within the child until 
he is able to understand them. Children of this age like 
to be useful. Stories of cleverness, battles and heroes 
appeal to them. In the writings we are taught that the 
Lord included the historical stories in His Word so that 
children who enjoy such stories might be encouraged to 
read it. Children of this age can also begin to 
understand simple correspondences when they are 
explained to them as they arise in Bible stories. During 
the years of childhood the Lord is implanting and storing 
up celestial and spiritual remains within the child and we 
can help this process by creating a caring atmosphere 
in which children enjoy learning about the Lord and 
stories from the Word. 

 
New Church teachings also help us to understand 

why many of us find dealing with teenagers one of the 
biggest challenges. The Lord creates each person to be 
rational and free. The teenage years are the time when 

a young person is striving to achieve these two states of 
rationality and freedom and come more and more to the 
freedom of his own judgement and identity. Part of this 
process involves sometimes going against what he has 
previously been taught and brought up to accept as 
good and right. He now has to choose for himself the 
way he will live. The teenage years are the time when 
New Church ideas about the different and 
complementary natures of male and female designed 
for eventual union in marriage need to be taught. It is 
also the time when young people can learn to consider 
the well-being of others as well as themselves. They 
should be taught the importance of being useful and 
putting their best effort into their work because that is 
how they can serve the Lord. 

 
I have given just a very brief summary of some of 

the wonderful and unique teachings we have been given 
in the New Church about children's development. As 
Sunday School teachers we may well need to 
modernise - to adapt our methods and approaches in 
order to reach today's children in the society in which 
they live. As you consider the new ideas that will be 
presented to you today and others that you come across 
for yourselves I ask you to evaluate them against what 
we know from New Church teachings about children's 
spiritual needs and development. It is essential that we 
keep a clear vision of this and of our role in the Lord's 
work with children. 

 
I will finish with a quotation from the introduction to 

the Junior Teaching manual - also not new, but written 
in 1952: 
 
 

'It cannot be emphasised too much that the 
teacher is not alone in his or her work. 
Teaching is a matter of co-operation with 
the spiritual influences surrounding the 
child, and therefore with the Lord Himself' 

 
 

Carolyn Kennion 
 
 

(Continued from page 2) 
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A visit to the Wayfarer’s Chapel 

The following day was for many of us the highlight of the 
trip. We were able to visit and attend a service at the 
Wayfarer's Chapel. Sometimes called the Glass Church, 
this magnificent building stands on the Palos Verdes 
peninsula, looking out over the Pacific Ocean and 
Catalina Island. 
 

Sponsored by The Swedenborgian Church and 
designed by Lloyd Wright, the simplicity of the 
architecture, the glass walls and redwood trees arching 
overhead form a natural cathedral-like sanctuary. Built 
in 1951, the church is quite small inside, with simple 
wooden pews, but the glass walls create a sense of 
both outer and inner space. The stone altar has a huge 
capstone of the local Palos Verdes stone and carved 
into the capstone and on the steps leading to the alter 
are the beginning words of the Lord's Prayer. Above the 
altar is a round window which frames a toyon tree 
growing outside. The baptismal font, added in 1964, 
represents a tiny underground mountain spring bubbling 
to the surface. We enjoyed an inspiring service led by 
Rev Harvey Tafel, with beautiful music from the 
organist, choir and soloists. After the service we were 
treated to coffee and cookies in the gardens before 
taking the opportunity to wander round the grounds and 
visit the new Visitors Centre. It is easy to understand 
how the church receives over one million visitors a year. 
It is truly outstanding and a magnificent and fitting 
memorial to Emmanuel Swedenborg. 

 

On our trip from ‘Calgary to California’ we had seen 
many wonders, both natural and manmade. We had 
enjoyed each others company, made new friends. We 
were left with many happy memories but for me the 
most enduring memory was the visit to the Chapel. The 
Wayfarers Chapel is a living parable. The harmony of 
glass, wood and stone, combined with the beauty of the 
natural surroundings, symbolizes the integral 
relationship of our inner world of mind and spirit with 
God's universe. 
 

Jean Mrozek 
Extracts from ‘Calgary to California’  

 

The Reflection Pool 
The triangular shape symbolises the Divine Trinity 

in the Lord Jesus Christ 

 

The Chapel interior 

Change of Address   Mary and Dennis Duckworth  
     Woodside 
     421 Whalley Road 
     Clayton-le-Moors 
     Accrington 
     Lancashire   
     BB5 5RP Tel: 01254 386519 
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Person to Person - The Gospel of John 

This is the fifteenth part of the serialisation of the late Rev Paul Vickers’ commentary on the Gospel of John.  
Paul commenced his work with the following words: 
 

“It seems incredible to say that we could form part of a group learning from a disciple who 
walked and talked with Jesus Christ, and yet that is the opportunity John's gospel opens up.” 

CHAPTER SIX  
 
 
41 -  71 JESUS THE BREAD IF LIFE (Part 2) 
 
41 - 44 The Jews therefore were murmuring about him, 
because he said, "I am the bread which came down out 
of heaven". And they were saying, "Is not this Jesus, the 
son of Joseph, whose father and mother we know? How 
then is it that he says, I have come down out of 
heaven?" So Jesus answered and said to them, "Do not 
murmur with one another. No one is able to come to me 
unless the Father who sent me draws him, and him I will 
raise up at the last day." 
 
Jesus' claim to have come from God sets the crowd 
muttering about his apparently earthly origin. They 
thought they knew he had an earthly father in Joseph, 
and certainly he had been born of Mary as his mother. It 
seemed impossible that he had come from heaven and 
that God was his Father. For us, the same problem 
exists at a deeper level. We assert that we are saved by 
the life of Jesus, but how can God be involved with us in 
earthly things? We can accept more easily that he is the 
supreme source of life, but how then is he going to get 
involved in our earthly problems? We have to realise 
that things are divine not because of the realm they act 
in, but because of the love that drives them. Divine love 
is innocent of any desire for self. That kind of love can 
be active wherever it is drawn in. In Jesus Christ, it was 
active in all the earthly stresses and problems he met. It 
established itself at that natural level as the living power 
of God's love able to work in all activity there. 
 

Such divine works do not go away. God is alive in 
Jesus Christ now at our level of understanding and 
making decisions. The only thing that can draw us to 
use his power is when we want that kind of love to work 
in us. "The Father", the kind of unselfish love we want to 
work in us, makes the love he brought in Jesus able to 
motivate our life. If we choose to love others and not 
ourselves, that choice brings in Jesus' life as ours. We 
shall not feel the total power of God, for it will act only in 
the limited decision we are making, but it will be God's 
kind of love, and we are saved as we live from it. We 
shall find all our selfish desires and earthbound thoughts 
muttering against any reliance on such a divine power; 
but it is available to us, brought in Jesus Christ, and we 
can live from it if we choose to do so. 
 
 
 
 

45 - 46 "It is written in the prophets, 'And they will all be 
taught of God'. Therefore everyone who has heard and 
learned from the Father comes to me. Not that anyone 
has seen the Father, except him who is from God; he 
has seen the Father." 
 
Jesus quotes Isaiah 45:13 to remind the Jews that 
Messianic prophecy required that they should be taught 
of God. However, they are not to learn just by studying 
the words of Scripture. They need to have learned from 
"the Father" the unselfish love that is God. No mere 
knowledge of truth will bring us to the life that is Jesus 
Christ; only listening to the love behind those ideas 
draws us to him. 
 

Jesus reminds us again that no one can see the 
Father, the very love of God. All we can ever see is 
what stands forth from that love in its work for us. In the 
activity of Jesus Christ, we come to know the love of 
God by what it does. Clearly this manifestation from 
God's love knows the nature of that love, for it is that 
love working: "He who is from God has seen the 
Father". We can have no conception of the love of God 
in itself, only of its activity in Jesus Christ. We can have 
some conception of Jesus Christ, of his compassion, of 
his zeal to save us, of his vision as he teaches us the 
truth. It is important that we should make use of this 
Divine Human we see formed in our world. We would be 
lost in useless abstractions if we tried to live with the 
love of God; but we can live with his manifestation in 
Jesus Christ. Visualizing God in Jesus Christ can 
become vague and subjective in earthly images; but the 
real qualities in Jesus Christ are the love and wisdom he 
witnesses. There is no harm if we think of him in a 
man's shape, but his reality is in the qualities of love and 
truth manifested in the gospel. These can fill our life and 
let God's love draw us from our selfishness. 
 
47 - 51 "Truly, truly, I say to you, he that believes in me 
has eternal life. I am the bread of life. Your fathers ate 
the manna in the wilderness, and died. This is the bread 
which comes down out of heaven, that anyone may eat 
of it and not die. I am the living bread which came down 
out of heaven. If anyone eats of this bread, he will live 
for ever. And, moreover, the bread that I will give is my 
flesh, which I will give for the life of the world." 
 
Jesus emphasizes again that to believe in him is to feed 
on him as "the bread of life"; and he contrasts this with 
the manna, for, because of their disobedience, all the 
adults who wandered in the wilderness and ate the 

(Continued on page 6) 

5



manna there were to die, and not to enter the promised 
land. The "living bread from heaven" which Jesus 
provides prevents death and gives life that goes on for 
ever. The whole context of his words should have 
prevented this being taken in an earthly sense. He is 
talking of spiritual death and life. However, many in the 
early days of the Christian Church took the promise to 
refer to earthly life, and expected to live till Jesus came 
again. (The last chapter of this gospel refutes such an 
idea.) 
 

Jesus tries to drag them out of their earthbound 
thinking by equating "the bread" he will give them with 
his "flesh". The image of giving bread can be used of 
the love Jesus gives, for we absorb it like food to make 
our new personality. However, the idea of "flesh" makes 
a more accurate picture of how he is with us. The flesh 
or muscle of the body is its power, and in Jesus Christ 
God has taken all the power of divine love into the 
natural plane of life in which we live. He has brought this 
power to us, and it can become the "muscle" of our life if 
we will accept it. This image needs to be developed in 
our thinking, but the crowd refuse to follow Jesus into 
such a parabolic meaning, and take his words literally. 
 
52 - 56 The Jews therefore were disputing with one 
another, saying, "How is he able to give us his flesh to 
eat?" So Jesus said to them, "Truly truly, I say to you, 
unless you have eaten the flesh of the Son of Man and 
drunk his blood, you do not have life in yourselves. He 
that eats my flesh and drinks my blood has eternal life, 
and I will raise him up at the last day; for my flesh truly 
is food and my blood truly is drink. He that eats my flesh 
and drinks my blood abides in me and I in him." 
 
The flesh and blood make the whole activity of a man's 
body, and Jesus is asking us to think of the whole 
activity of the spirit in the same image. By his life in this 
world, resisting temptation and choosing to serve 
mankind, Jesus built up the strength of divine love in all 
that he chose to do. That is a permanent presence that 
lives with us now and can provide us with the power of 
love in our lives. It is "his flesh". At the same time, there 
flows through that love a vision of how human life can 
find joy in serving a complete wisdom about all our life: 
"his blood". This is always there to illuminate any truth 
we may learn, providing the purpose behind all Christian 
ideas. These together make a divine presence beside 
us, available to us, in every moment of life. 
 

This is said to be the flesh and blood of "the Son of 
Man". We have seen before that this title stresses the 
Lord's entry into our humanity to bring us again the gift 
of his life. The great joy we have to grasp is that God 
lives beside our humanity, at the same level but offering 
us the unselfish power of divine love and the wisdom of 
seeing life as a way of helping others. In our lives, we 
can feed upon his flesh when we choose to live for 

others; and we can drink in his blood if we let love for 
others guide our thinking. We shall feel as though our 
activity springs from our decision, but we must know 
that its power comes from the divine human presence of 
God in Jesus Christ. Otherwise we shall do those things 
from our own pride and cleverness, and turn them in 
upon ourselves again. We must remember that the 
strength and vision we use come from Jesus. Such a 
recognition of the true way of our life will not be easy. All 
the selfish evil in us will want to live from and for itself; 
and this is represented by the dissent of "the Jews", this 
gospel's term for those who oppose Jesus. 

 
The command to "eat my flesh and drink my blood" 

calls to mind the Sacrament of the Holy Supper. Much 
obscurity has been caused by arguments that, to fulfill 
this command, the bread and wine of the Sacrament 
change into the flesh and blood of Christ. When we 
realise the spiritual meaning of the words, such 
concepts become unnecessary. The bread and wine we 
take are things which present in parable the love and 
wisdom of Jesus Christ, his flesh and blood, and the 
reality of the Sacrament is in our taking of those divine 
things. In such a moment of remembrance and 
dedication there is a real presence of the Lord, which 
does not require any transformation of the physical 
elements used.  

 
It is noteworthy that John gives in this passage the 

spiritual meaning behind the Holy Supper, but he does 
not give any record of its institution by Jesus at the last 
supper. Throughout his gospel, he assumes his readers 
have a knowledge of the Synoptic Gospels. 
 
57 - 58 "As the living Father sent me, and I live because 
of the Father; so he that eats me also will live because 
of me. This is the bread which came down out of 
heaven. Not as your fathers ate the manna and died; he 
that eats this bread will live for ever". 
 
This state in which we can live, choosing freely but 
dependent on the presence of Jesus, is now summed 
up completely. We are living in contact with God 
himself, whom we can neither see nor know. It is the 
divine life of the Father that lives in Jesus and now, 
adapted to our condition, it can live in us if we feed on 
its life. God has always striven to be present with men 
and women; he has provided them with "manna" in their 
wilderness by keeping heavenly things inflowing to 
reduce their evil. But there could be no permanency that 
way; those who ate the manna died. The only real 
solution was for God to come to man in Jesus Christ 
and provide a permanent presence of God with men 
and women in the way they could use it. That provision 
of a divine human in Jesus to be with us all saves also 
those of previous ages who had sought food from God. 
 
 

(Continued from page 5) 
 

(Continued on page 7) 
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59 - 65 These things he said teaching in the synagogue 
in Capernaum. So, listening to it, many of his disciples 
said, "This is a hard saying. Who can hear it?" However 
Jesus, knowing in himself that his disciples murmured 
about this, said to them, "Does this make you stumble? 
What, then, if you should see the Son of Man ascending 
up where he was before? It is the spirit which makes 
alive, the flesh is of no value. The words which I speak 
to you are spirit and life. But there are some of you who 
do not believe." For from the beginning Jesus knew who 
did not believe, and who was the one who should 
deliver him up. And he said, "Therefore I told you that 
no one is able to come to me unless it be given to him 
from my Father". 
 
This discussion with the crowd began when they 
followed him to Capernaum, but it was not said that they 
found him in the synagogue. We have seen before 
(3:31-36) that John appears to extend what is said at 
one time by adding teaching Jesus gave on another 
occasion. It may well be so here, and his teaching in the 
synagogue may be added to his earlier answer to 
provide a full discussion of the subject. 
 

We have realised from the beginning of this 
discussion that the Jews who opposed Jesus did not 
accept what he was saying; but now his disciples 
murmur and do not believe so astounding a claim. We 
shall experience such disbelief in our own discipleship. 
Whilst a basic core of real allegiance to Jesus may exist 
in our mind (and we shall see later how the twelve react) 
there are many things which we think are part of our 
genuine Christianity but are really part of our own selfish 
life. We can develop a pride in our righteousness, a 
feeling that our planning rather than our loving service 
serves the Lord, perhaps even contempt of those who 
do not understand and work as we do, and much else. 
Such motives owe nothing to the life Jesus has brought. 
His demand for trust in his kind of love and wisdom is 
not acceptable to them, for they do not actually rely on 
him. Jesus challenges them to think of his life raised up 
to bring the power of God. Can they accept that? Only 
the spirit he brings into our earthly life has power. Our 
own natural affections and emotions, our "flesh", are 
powerless. 

 
Again we have to recognise that Jesus can perceive 

the real nature of those about him, and he knows which 
are drawn to him by the love of God, "the Father", and 
which are caught up in their own desires and ambitions. 
This often gives rise to the question: Why did Jesus 
allow to follow him those he saw would abandon and 
betray him? The  simple answer is that he does not 
interfere with our choices in life or seek to lead us by 
some predestined road. Only in our freedom to choose 
can we be led, and his love accepts that. We will leave a 
fuller explanation of this until the greatest example of all, 
Judas, chosen as a disciple, also betrays him. 

 
66 - 71 From that time, many of his disciples went back, 
and walked with him no more. So Jesus said to the 
twelve, "Do you also want to go away?" But Simon 
Peter answered him, "Lord, to whom shall we go? You 
have words of eternal life; and we have believed and 
known that you are the Christ, the Son of the living 
God." Jesus answered them, "Did I not choose you the 
twelve, and one of you is a devil". He spoke of Judas 
Iscariot, Simon's son, for he (though one of the twelve) 
was about to deliver him up. 

 
At this point, we can see a collapse in Jesus' 

following in Galilee. From the crowds mentioned, it is 
clear that he had many disciples in this northern area; 
but when he explained his full nature and purpose they 
melted away. His challenge to the Twelve brings an 
assertion of their loyalty, but it is darkened by Jesus' 
assertion that one of them is a devil. 

 
We have already seen the kind of earth bound 

emotions and self-serving ideas that can get attached to 
our Christianity. Any demand to accept the life of Jesus, 
totally innocent of self-wanting, immediately reveals 
their nature. We realise they are part of our life, not 
Jesus’. By contrast, any genuine faith in us that truly 
seeks Jesus' purpose remains loyal. Peter's declaration 
sums up what must be our attitude to Jesus' presence. 
We have no other source of real life to go to. Our only 
strength is the Christ who anoints our life here with the 
divine love of God. In each of us, the Lord seeks a full 
response of discipleship, like the Twelve, and yet he 
knows that Judas is there and our choice of him can 
only be complete when our evil is seen and known and, 
with much sorrow, rejected in his strength. 

 
 

 
Person to Person - The Gospel of John 

To be continued 

(Continued from page 6) 
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If you know about the power of a generous heart, you will not let a single meal pass without giving to 
others.    
Buddhist Teaching 

 
 

Our scientific power has outrun our spiritual power. We have guided missiles and misguided men.  
Martin Luther King  

 

Womens League Benevolent Fund   Annual Meeting 

Twenty three friends joined us on 10th May 2003 
including Rev Leslie Chambers BA ThD PhD and the 
opening service was arranged and conducted by Mrs 
Pauline Grimshaw. Pauline’s theme was “Yesterday – 
Today – Tomorrow” 
 

Many changes have taken place since the “Womens 
Leagues” were started towards the end of the 
nineteenth century when women joined together to 
discuss the teachings of the Church, and to form strong 
ties of friendship through social occasions. Also before 
the days of state benefits they provided much needed 
financial help, which to many was truly a life saver. 

 
Today many leagues are suffering from a lack of 

members, yet they still play an important part in 
providing a place for friendship within a church setting. 

 
Many women still work hard to maintain not only the 

fabric of the Church but its uses and in this they are 
both spiritual and practical, so whatever we do for the 
League, we must always remember that the wellspring 
of our actions must be the Lord himself. 

 
Pauline took as her first reading the story of the 

woman of Shunem whose kindness and generosity 
sprang from her genuine love of the Lord, and like her 
we must show in our daily lives kindness and loving 
actions, in that way we ourselves show our love to the 
Lord. 

 
What is the future for the leagues? Should we be 

leading the way? Perhaps playing a central role in the 
RENEW programme? After all we have over a hundred 
years of working and organising experience. Remember 
Zechariah did not give up hope, neither should we, we 
shall yet dwell in Jerusalem. 

 
The organ was played by Raeyada Jackson. 
 
At the start of the business meeting our President 

Mrs Jean Chambers welcomed everyone and opened 
the meeting with prayer. 

 
A few minutes silence was observed for Mrs M 

Friend and Mrs J Silver who had passed in to the 
Spiritual World. 

Following the minutes of the previous meeting 
apologies were read to the Secretary from Mrs Christine 
Sagar and ladies of the Bournemouth, Bradford, 
Birmingham and Paisley leagues also from Sydney, 
Australia. 

 
In her address the President said many changes 

were taking place in the world, and as a result the 
church was suffering, but changes, no matter how 
painful, have to be made if we are to continue. Should 
we still be called the Womens League or is a radical 
change needed while still retaining the same values? 

 
We must go forward and with the Lord’s help and 

guidance we will make the right decisions. 
Following the secretary’s report came the 

treasurer’s and it was stated that our beneficiaries are 
decreasing due to various circumstances and we now 
have only 10 compared to 12 last year and 15 
previously. Our financial position is very good but more 
ways need to be found in order to carry on this 
worthwhile work. 

 
Next came the election of officers. Miss Susan 

Howarth was invited to become President for the next 
two years and Mrs Jean Chambers would be Vice-
President. 
 

The officers would remain as before:  
Secretary  Mrs M Liversedge 
Treasurer Mrs V Clayton 
Asst. Treasurer Mrs A Walton 

 
We were delighted to accept the nomination of Mrs 

Joan Hoyle to the committee who would serve with Mrs 
Barbara Stanley and Mrs Nellie Howarth. 

 
The date of the next AGM was fixed for 8th May 

2004, this to be at Accrington. 
 
After thanking Mrs Grimshaw for conducting the 

service and Raeyada Jackson for the music and the 
Burnley Ladies for providing tea, the meeting closed 
with Rev Chambers pronouncing the benediction. 
 

May Liversedge 
Secretary 

8



The General Conference of the New Church 
 

Assistants to the Chief Executive 
 
If you have skills in the following areas, please offer yourself for either of  these important voluntary roles, who 
will work alongside the Chief Executive as members of a management team to implement the strategies and 
policies of the Governing Council: 
 
Conference Recorder 
Will attend all meetings of the Governing Council and Executive and  take the minutes. Will circulate these 
when printed and inform all those involved in taking action on them. Will produce the agenda for and  attend 
the AGM and  take the minutes of that meeting. Will maintain lists of those receiving publications. 
 
Property Manager 
Responsible for all property and fixed assets of the Conference and  ensure that their value is preserved. To 
undertake acquisitions and disposal of assets as instructed and to furnish such returns as the Executive may 
require on behalf of the Conference. 
 
Applications including a CV and covering letter should be sent to: 
Mr Michael Hindley 59 Campernell Close, Brightlingsea, Colchester, Essex, CO7 0TB  Tel: 01206  303800 
stating which position you are applying for and explaining why you consider yourself suitable. If you would like  
an informal chat before applying please telephone him or Mr Peter Schofield on 0191 252 1765 or Mrs Jean 
Chambers on 01706  217340. 
 

The closing date for applications is 30 September 2003 

News from the Churches 

Kensington 
 
Kensington Church was buzzing with activity as 30 children prepared to dance an Easter show entitled Messiah 
Easter Parade. The children changed into ballet costumes and pinned shiny card musical instruments to their 
leotards. There were drums, cymbals, clarinets, flutes, violins, cellos and a triangle being worn by the girls aged 4 to 
7 playing the parts of the musical instruments. The one brave boy in the show had talcum powder poured onto his 
hair to make him look old and grey for his leading role as Asaf the musical instrument maker. 
 

An audience of around 70, consisting of proud 
families and the Kensington congregation, took their 
pews as the performance began. "Shakers" made from 
sealed plastic cups containing dry pasta were provided 
for adults to shake along with the music and small 
children were lent tambourines and whistles for their 
musical contributions. 

 
The Easter message was delivered through the 

story of a musical instrument maker reading his Bible to 
his instruments. The narration and music were from a 
CD provided by "Love Russia", a British charity which 
helps Russian Orphans. The children from the ballet 
school that uses the church hall on Saturdays, danced 
and acted beautifully and received great applause. £105 was raised for "Love Russia". 

 
To our delight, most of the audience remained in church to hear the contributions to the Easter Celebrations from 

Church members through singing, story and verse. One family stayed on afterwards for tea and stood and thanked 
us for a delightful afternoon. We are grateful to Diane Leader for choreographing the show, to Howard Turner for 
making the props and to Mojo Billington and Catherine McLean for organizing the Church contributions to the 
Celebration of Easter at Kensington 2003 
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Saturday 3 1st of May was a beautiful sunny day which 
set off to perfection the greenery of the grounds and the 
beauty of the flowers at Derby. The golden cheerfulness 
seemed to permeate the air with a wonderful spirit of 
positivity. Yes! the church felt alive and well, buzzing 
with laughter and conversation, as people from various 
parts of the country came together to discuss work with 
children and young people. 
 

We were refreshed with tea and coffee before the 
proceedings began. Our president, Carolyn Kennion, led 
us in an opening act of worship. The hymn 'New Every 
morning is thy Love' seemed particularly appropriate. 
The theme of our Conference ‘What's New?’ was 
highlighted in Carolyn's very thoughtful, perceptive 
Presidential address. 

 
A special presentation of a bouquet of flowers was 

made to Edith Schofield, to mark the end of a spell of 
twelve and a half years as secretary of the Union. I 
suppose it marked too, the termination of the name New 
Church Sunday School Union, which has lasted since 
1840. From now on, we are 'The New Church Youth 
Association,' - a name that we hope will reflect the wider 
scope of our work amongst families and amongst young 
people. 

 
The formal business of the Union! Association took 

place during the morning session. One new idea was to 
ask schools to submit accounts of their activities during 
the past year rather than to supply sets of statistics. The 
quality of some of the reports showed the excellence of 
the work that is being done in some of our schools to 
give children a love of, and a knowledge of, the Word of 
the Lord. It was heartening to hear of the home group at 
Melbourne, known as 'The Jammy Dodgers,' started by 
John and Jenny Sutton; a group of children who have 
started attending the church at Clayton and enrolled 
themselves in the Home Sunday club; and efforts to 
promote work with children at Kensington. Who knows 
where children might strike next? 

 
 

During the lunch break, after demolishing a fantastic 
spread provided by the kindness of the Derby people, 
we were free to look at the displays of Colouring 
Exhibition entries, purchase books from the stall or 
simply to sit and chat and admire the flowers in the 
courtyards. Last year, schools were given disposable 
cameras and albums to make a record of their year's 
activities. This year we looked at the albums and 
delegates explained the activities that they portrayed. 
Joy Hasler explained the Southend photos with the help 
of her talking easel! Husbands do have their own very 
special uses! 

 
During the afternoon two practical sessions were 

held. The Derby school gave a demonstration of using a 
Graham Kendrick CD to tell the Nativity Story in song, 
dance and mime. We were particularly impressed by the 
singers/dancers and by the innocence and naturalness 
of the young angels and the smallest shepherd. We all 
took away ideas of what might be possible. 

 
The second session was a demonstration lesson 

given by Carolyn based on the Montessori method of 
teaching. The underpinning idea was to inculcate a 
sense of holiness and reverence for the things of the 
Word in children. Stories from the Word were kept in a 
golden box and the specialness of the treasure within 
was gently stressed. All of us, without exception, were 
very moved by the way in which the story was told. 

 
We then had our closing service seated in a circle in 

the chancel. Our concluding hymn was 'To Jesus be 
Praise without End' Again the wholehearted singing of 
this hymn, a golden hymn in golden afternoon light 
seemed a perfect end to a perfect day. Thank you 
Carolyn, thank you Derby, thank you John and Jenny 
but most of all thank you Lord. 
 

Pauline Grimshaw 
 

P.S.   Take a look at “Snippets from Sunday School 
 Reports on page 71 opposite 

Sunday School Conference                        31st May 2003 

From the Writings ... 
That "walking" signifies living, and in reference to the Lord, Life itself, is from appearances in the spiritual world, 
where all walk according to their life, the evil in no other ways than those that lead to hell, but the good in no other 
ways than those that lead to heaven; consequently all spirits are known there from the ways wherein they are 
walking. From this it is that "walking" signifies living.  
 
Apocalypse Explained 97 
 
Walking and journeying in the Word pertain to a person’s movements, and so spiritually they signify the progression 
of life. 
 
Apocalypse Explained 687 
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The Minister’s Cat was a … 
 

… Angry, Bashful, Crafty, Daft.....etc cat!!! No seriously 
this was part of a Worship Leaders weekend held at 
Purley Chase at the beginning of May. Ten of us 
attended this wonderful weekend and had a very useful 
and happy time together. Unfortunately, due to family 
circumstances, Mary Duckworth was not able to attend 
as one of our leaders and so Jan Millar took over her 
sessions, and I must say she did it beautifully. This was 
my first attendance at such an event and I wasn't sure 
what to expect, but soon realised what a beneficial 
weekend it would be for me. 
  

Apart from presentations by members of the group 
we also did a voice workshop and I feel really sorry for 
the Minister's cat!! This session involved not only 
learning how to speak clearly but how to put expression 
into your voice. This was achieved by not only saying 
what the cat was like (e.g. angry) but showing it in your 
posture/expression/voice. This very useful session was 
also quite hilarious and became very competitive as 

some of the group tried to outdo others on their choice 
of feeling for the cat! During the weekend we also learnt 
about how differently services can be led and 
particularly about the newest concept being used at 
Greenhill New Church.  

 
Besides the serious side of sessions we also did 

some circle dancing and had a visit to a nearby Garden 
Centre. 

 
I found the weekend to be really inspiring and it 

gave me great enthusiasm to get started on my own 
work to become a worship leader. So thank you Jan and 
co for organising such a wonderful event. So come on 
Worship Leaders come and join us for a great weekend 
at Purley Chase. Watch out for the next weekend 
coming up in November 2003.  
 

Gwendolen Rowe 

 
Chester 
 
Our Sunday Seekers collect donations weekly for 'Save the Children' with special projects at Summer holidays and 
Christmas. 
The oldest Seekers class has been producing a Seekers newsletter which includes quizzes, recipes and a diary. 
Monthly family services take many themes and children enjoy taking part through prayers/readings or helping to 
display objects. 
 
Southend 
 
The Bible is the centre of our classes, reading, looking things up and discussing. We want the children to realise 
what a treasure it is, and how Jesus read and listened to the Old Testament and understood who he was and what 
work he had to do. We enjoy using our new keyboard which the S.S.U. helped us to but to replace our old piano. 
 
Derby 
 
Our special events have included: Harvest. Children enacted the feeding of the 5,000 and took baskets of bread and 
fish round to the congregation. 
Mothering Sunday. Children made up a song to sing and planted and grew little potted plants to give out to the 
ladies. 
Following discussion on children taking communion the senior class have had some sessions with the minister, with 
a view to becoming Junior members. (a new initiative) This would enable them to take the Holy Supper, if and when 
they feel ready for it. 
 
 
These are just a few things that are schools are doing. Next month we hope to include more snippets. Ask your 
church secretary whether they have received a copy of the Sunday School Reports. 
 

Pauline Grimshaw 

Snippets from Sunday School Reports 
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Notices 

Lifeline Contributions should be sent to the Editor,     Alan C Misson      
 27 Woodland Way, Shirley, Croydon, CR0 7UB Tel:  020  8777 5098        Email:  alanmisson@btinternet.com
   
Lifeline is published on the 2nd Sunday of the month ( except in Jan and July ). Articles and notices should reach the editor 
by the end of the second week of the month prior to publication.  
 
  Subscriptions to be sent to the Business Manager,    Ian D McCallum 
 65 Heaton Road, Stockport, Cheshire, SK4 4JJ   Tel:  0161 432 5362 
 
Price per copy £1.10 United Kingdom £15  Overseas Seamail  £19.50 
   Airmail to USA & Canada  £26.50 Airmail to Australia & New Zealand £28.25 

 
Committee for Auxiliary Ministry 

 
SERVICE PLANS 

 
By Rev Clifford Curry 

 
 
CAM now has available two sets of new worship material each containing nine contemporary service plans 
produced by Rev Clifford Curry. 
 
Both sets contain introductions, prayers, readings and outlines for talks as well as suggestions for suitable 
hymns. Worship leaders are free to adapt them to incorporate their own ideas and speaking style. 
 
Each service plan costs 60p or £5.00 per set. 
 
Order form from: Jan Millar 10 Crosshills Road, Cononley, Keighley, BD20 8LA 
     Tel: 01535 633730 
     Email:  jan@millarcam.freeserve.co.uk 
 
Will you please note that these, and all other CAM service and sermon sets, are also available either on floppy 
disk or by email attachment. The format used is Word 97. 

 
Purley Chase New Church Centre 

 
We are looking for new managers for Purley Chase, to start at the end of 2004. The prime responsibilities are 
the management of the Centre and running the catering. Other tasks include responsibility for maintenance, 
looking after the grounds, the organisation of the cleaning and laundry etc. If you have any qualities to offer 
Purley and you are willing to under go further training this could still be the job for you. You don’t have to be a 
church member. Also, if you know someone who could be suitable who hasn’t seen this advert please pass it 
on. Just contact Liz Clemett 37 Mellor Drive Uttoxeter ST14 7AL 01889 560 540 for more details. 
 
 
There will be a special Garden Party to celebrate Wilf and Irene’s time at Purley on Saturday 19th June 2004.  
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