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Lifeline

| have told you this so that my joy may be in you and that your joy may
be complete. John 15:11

Joy is one of God's greatest gifts, yet | wonder how many people really associate it with
churches and religious people? All too often the man and woman in the street seems to
think that church-going and religion demand a joyless life of duty, hedged around by all
sorts of prohibitions and restraints. So keen are these Christians to experience the
promised joys of the next life, it is said, that they miss out on all that this life has to offer.
This is a caricature, of course, but like all caricatures it has its grain (perhaps a bit more
than a grain) of truth. There used to be a view that an acceptance of a frustrating life
was a 'duty' that would be rewarded by blessedness in the life to come:

But deep within my heart of hearts there hid

Ever the confidence, amends for all,

That heaven repairs what wrong earth's journey did
When love from life-long exile comes at call.

Duty and love, one broad way, were the best -
Who doubts? But one or other was to choose.

| chose the darkling half, and wait the rest

In that new world where light and darkness fuse.

These beautiful words were written by Robert Browning about a woman who chose
'the darkling half* and put duty before love in the hope that heaven would repair earth's
wrongs. The poet himself makes it clear that the woman in the poem has made the
wrong choice. A life of colourless acceptance of frustration does not lead to the fullness
of life which Jesus came to reveal. There is little to be said for a faith in a heaven which
repairs earth's wrongs when that faith involves a dreary acceptance of conditions which
should never exist.

Nevertheless, it is certainly true that life does not always give us much to be joyful
about. Many face the physical and mental infirmities of old age, for others there is
serious illness, the loss of loved ones, unemployment and lack of job security. There are
wars and rumours of wars, acts of terrorist barbarism all around the world and fears
about the future of the planet, whether from human exploitation of the earth's resources,
or from an extra -terrestrial threat such as a giant asteroid destroying our planet. There
is also the ever- present fear of crime. Even those with good health and secure jobs
often feel that their lives are empty and unfulfilled. Working mothers are exhausted from
'juggling' the demands of work and family simultaneously, while we hear so often that
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British men work the longest hours in Europe, leaving
them with all too little time for their families, particularly
those with young children. How often do we hear people
almost boasting that they have 'no time' to read books,
watch a film or play, visit an exhibition or listen to
music?

Perhaps an even more formidable obstacle to a belief in
joy comes from the materialist philosophy so prevalent
today; that everything is the result of pure ‘chance’, that
life has no meaning whatsoever:

Life's but a walking shadow, a poor player
That struts and frets his hour upon the stage
And then is heard no more: it is a tale

Told by an idiot, full of sound and fury,
Signifying nothing.

It was Shakespeare who put these words into the
mouth of Macbeth nearly four hundred years ago.
Against all this, what is the significance of that little word
'joy'? Jesus promised his disciples joy if they obeyed his
commandments. Obedience to the Lord's
commandments doesn't mean simply ticking off a list of
'don'ts', but in living in his love and loving one another.
Swedenborg tells us that the whole of our life is love,
that we have a 'ruling love', which makes us what we
are and what we are to become. That love can be
directed outwards to others, to the 'neighbour’, or it can
be directed inwards upon ourselves. So often people
direct their love into the accumulation of possessions. A
few succeed in becoming seriously rich, but many more
envy the rich, believing that their lives would be full of
joy if only they had more money. Yet those who are
richest in material terms are often unhappy and live in
spiritual poverty. Some seek instant joy through drink,
drugs and promiscuous sex, usually with disastrous
results if this kind of life-style is sustained over a period
of time. But for most of us | suspect that the real
temptation is to direct our love un-fruitfully in criticising
and sneering at others and in getting our joy from
seeing their misfortunes. Long ago William Blake
summed up the difference between unselfish and selfish
love in this way:

Love seeketh not itself to please,
Nor for itself hath any care;

But for another gives its ease,

And builds a heaven in hell's despair.
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So sang a little clod of clay,
Trodden with the cattle's feet;

But a pebble of the brook,

Warbled out these measures meet.

Love seeketh only self to please

To bind another to its delight;

Joys in anothers loss of ease,

And builds a hell in heaven's despite.

Joy is bound up with love, but do we really enjoy
another person's misery? There is a delightful German
word, 'Schadenfreude’, which means just that, taking
delight in another's misery. We are all human and
subject to human frailty, we are 'sinful’, to use the old
religious language we don't hear very much these days.
We can sometimes enjoy the spectacle of seeing the
discomfiture of an overweening politician, businessman,
media celebrity or member of the Royal family. But in
our better moments we feel guilty and embarrassed
about such thoughts. We know them to be wrong. It is a
very poor sort of joy which results from another's loss of
ease.

| believe that we must look further if we want to
experience the joy that Jesus promised. To many, joy is
a brief and momentary thing and the fundamental reality
of life is sadness. 'Vanity of vanities', wrote the author
of Ecclesiastes, 'all is vanity'. But is this right? Joy, |
believe, is what we seek from the bottom of our hearts,
even though we may often be unaware of it. We find
hauntings of heavenly joy in music and poetry and
painting and in the beauties of nature. But these are
only hauntings, not the thing itself . When we return to
ordinary, mundane life after an intense aesthetic
experience we feel frustrated and let down. Life as we
know it does not measure up to the glimpses of
heavenly joy we have had. | am sure this is why artists
so often lead lives that are at variance to the beautiful
works they have created. Those who do God's work in
bringing us things of beauty so often feel frustration and
failure in the world of ordinary men and women. The
French poet Baudelaire, who felt this frustration
intensely, compared the poet to an albatross shot down
by sailors at sea. This prince of the clouds flourishes in
the storm and mocks the bowman below, but exiled on
the earth his giant wings prevent him from walking. But |
believe that by living an unselfish life of practical use to
others we can come into the highest joy of our hearts.
And that, we are told, is heaven.

Richard Lines

Mrs Margaret Presland

62 Southbourne Road

Bournemouth
BH6 5AE

Tel: 01202 417369



The Most Holy Place

The Most Holy Place, or the Holy of Holies, was the
hidden and dark area of the Tabernacle and later the
Temple where the Ark of the Covenant was placed. Until
very recently | thought of this space as being unique to
the Jewish religion but | now realise that it is possibly a
common feature of sacred architecture around the
world.

The detailed construction of the Ark and the
Tabernacle is described in Exodus chapters 25 to 27
and includes this description of the making of the curtain
or veil between the Most Holy Place and the Holy Place:

“And you shall make a veil of blue and purple
and scarlet yarns and fine twined linen. It shall
be made with cherubim skillfully worked into it.
And you shall hang it on four pillars of acacia
overlaid with gold, with hooks of gold, on four
bases of silver. And you shall hang the veil
from the clasps, and bring the ark of the
testimony in there within the veil. And the veil
shall separate for you the Holy Place from the
Most Holy”. Exodus 26:31-33

Around 300 years later Solomon was able to
commence construction of a permanent sacred place in
Jerusalem and once again a great deal of detall is
provided in the first book of Kings as to the dimensions,
design, features and fittings of the new Temple:

The inner sanctuary he prepared in the innermost
part of the house, to set there the ark of the covenant of
the Lord. The inner sanctuary was twenty cubits long,
twenty cubits wide, and twenty cubits high, and he
overlaid it with pure gold. 1 Kings 6:19,20

Surprisingly there seems to be no description in 1
Kings of the curtain or veil required to separate the Most
Holy Place from the Holy Place, but a brief account is
given in the book of Chronicles:

And he made the veil of blue and purple and
crimson fabrics and fine linen, and he worked cherubim
onit. 2 Chronicles 3:14

A simplified plan of Solomon’s temple is shown at
the bottom of this page.

By the time of Jesus the Temple had been
destroyed and rebuilt and still contained a Most Holy
Place but now it was empty! Various descriptions exist
as to what the curtain separating this space was really
like. Some accounts suggest there were two curtains
spaced about 18 inches apart. On the Day of Atonement
the High Priest would enter the Most Holy Place by
going through a gap on the outer curtain on the left and
then walking between the two curtains to the other end
where there was a gap in the inner curtain on the right.
He would then emerge into the Most Holy Space without
it being at all visible to anyone else. Legend has it that a
rope would be tied to the priest’'s ankle so that in the
unlikely event that he died whilst in the inner sanctuary,
he could be pulled out without anyone else entering.

So we have a pretty clear picture of the Jewish
sacred building as having an inner sanctuary in which
was originally placed the Ark containing the Ten
Commandments. Without doubt it was the place where
the Jewish people felt their God was present with them.

But what of other sacred architecture?

(Continued on page 4)
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The Most Holy Place

continued

The Temple at Karnak
© Historylink101.com Egyptian Picture Library

(Continued from page 3)

My first example is from the Egyptians.

The Temple of Karnak was built by two of the
greatest pharaohs of all time, Seti | and his son Ramses
Il (the pharaoh most likely associated with the exodus
led by Moses). Priests about to enter the inner
sanctuary would pass through a hall surrounded by
giant columns and then through an inner precinct until
they reached the holy of holies. This inner shrine was
the resting place of a statue of the god Amun placed on
a sacred boat. As in many religions, the statue of the
God was annually taken out from the temple and carried
in a procession through the people before being
returned to the hidden depths of the holy of holies once
again to be seen by only the priests.

My second example is from Hindu architecture.

Hindu temples are usually constructed starting with

preparation of the area which will become the inner |

sanctuary. A hole is dug and several holy gifts are
buried. Then the sanctuary is built in which statues of
the gods are placed. These statues are not images of
many different gods but really represent the different
human incarnations or attributes of the one God. Hindu
laity are not allowed within this holy room but can look
into it during their worship.

My third example is from Central American Indian
architecture

Inca temples were often constructed with a holy of
holies at their centre in which an idol was placed.
Legend has it that the idol in the great temple of
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Coricancha or ‘Golden Enclosure’ in Cuzco was of a
white skinned man with a beard. Thus when the
Spanish conquistadors arrived in the 16" century the
Inca priests and people at first thought they were gods!
Consequently they initially welcomed the Spanish, only
to be conquered soon afterwards.

| am sure many other examples of sacred
architecture would have similarities to the layout of the
Tabernacle and the Temple. But why?

Emanuel Swedenborg writes at length about the
significance of the Tabernacle and the Temple and their
contents as well as the general meaning of temple as
used in the Bible.

His explanations seem at first to be complex and
confusing because he describes these things as being
representations of the Word, of heaven, of the church
and also of the Lord. But the Writings make clear that in
the highest sense the representation is of the Lord in his
Divine Human as for example in Apocalypse Explained
220:

But it shall be told also what "temple" signifies
in the Word. In the highest sense, "temple"
signifies the Lord's Divine Human, and in the
relative sense, heaven; and as it signifies
heaven, it also signifies the church, for the
church is the Lord's heaven on earth; and as
"temple" signifies heaven and the church it
also signifies Divine truth proceeding from the
Lord, for the reason that this makes heaven
and the church; for those who receive Divine
truth in soul and heart, that is, in faith and
love, are they who constitute heaven and the

LEN A A
The Church of Santo Domingo built on the

remains of the Coricancha at Cuzco
© www.anthroarcheart.org
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church.

Swedenborg also takes care to explain what the
difference is between the Holy of Holies and the Holy
Place in the Tabernacle as in Arcana Caelestia 9680:

'‘And let the veil be for you a divider between
the holy place and the holy of holies' means
between spiritual good - which is the good of
charity towards the neighbour and the good of
faith in the Lord - and celestial good, which is
the good of love to the Lord and the good of
mutual love. This is clear from the meaning of
'the holy place' as the good reigning in the
middle heaven; and from the meaning of 'the
holy of holies' as the good reigning in the

His Wind of Change

At Whitsun we remember the coming of the Holy Spirit
as a mighty rushing wind, which was seen as cloven
tongues of fire that came and rested on each of the
disciples as they met together. This was a moment of
transformation for all of them. They were filled with new
confidence, new eloquence and new conviction. From
this moment they became the kind of people they had
aspired to be when they promised their love and loyalty
to the Lord only to fail and then abandon Him. Only now
do they lose their sense of powerlessness and stand
tall, speaking out and living out the message of the risen
Lord.

The Lord had told them:

"it is for your good that | am going away.
Unless | go away the Counsellor will not
come to you; but if I go | will send him to
you." John 16:7

The feel good factor in the Whitsun story is clear for
all to see, as are the good things that now start to
happen. It is easy to see why so many people date the
beginning of the church from this event, but the real
significance for us at a personal level is that the
relationship of the Lord to ills disciples has undergone a
transformation. The Lord tells them before He is
crucified "take heart, | have overcome the world" (John
16:33). The world was to try to take the Lord away from
those who loved and followed Him. There is nothing and
no one that can do this but it can and does appear to
happen. He promises "Lo, | am with you
always" (Matthew 28:20), only to be crucified. In the
drama of Pentecost the disciples finally discover how
the world and the limitations of the physical are
‘overcome’. The Lord is with them always, not just in
one place at any one time, but now in every place for all
time.

inmost heaven.

It would seem to me that the reason there is great
similarity between the architecture of temples
throughout the world is because there has been a
common perception and intuition of what they were to
represent. The great temples of the past (and
presumably the present?) were not just places in which
God was to be worshipped, but also wonderful images
of the Divine itself and how the Divine qualities of love
and wisdom proceed through the heavens and onwards
into the mind of mankind.

Alan Misson

One hymnwriter wrote "I want to walk with Jesus
Christ, every day | live of this life on earth." The coming
of the Holy Spirit made this possible for everyone
instead of a few. His spiritual indwelling in people as the
Holy Spirit liberated the Lord from space and time. |
can't walk today with the Lord travelling ahead of me as
the disciples did, as they literally followed in His
footsteps for 3 years. Now He comes much closer to
lead spiritually from within my heart. This is so much
better because in the process of following Him
spiritually, His Holy Spirit remakes our inner life and not
just our outward behaviour. We are enabled to become
fully alive and completely awake. The power that
overcomes the world is forever His and yet as' the Holy
Spirit it can be in us enabling us to be the people we
want to be.

Sometimes we think of the church in physical terms as
an earthly organisation with property, finances and a
membership roll. While the church may use all these
worldly things, Whitsun and the events of Pentecost
remind us that they do not in themselves constitute the
essence of the church which is a spiritual reality.
Wherever the Lord's spirit - the Holy Spirit - is inwardly
present, so is the living church.

When His Spirit is absent all that remains is an
empty shell. The story of the beginning of the church
brings us back to the need we all share to experience
the presence of the rushing wind of His Spirit and the
living flame of His love. This is what makes the church,
be that church the church within my heart or the church
within my community.

Rev Clifford Curry



Person to Person - The Gospel of John

This is the fourteenth part of the serialisation of the late Rev Paul Vickers’ commentary on the Gospel of John.

Paul commenced his work with the following words:

“It seems incredible to say that we could form part of a group learning from a disciple who
walked and talked with Jesus Christ, and yet that is the opportunity John's gospel opens up.”

CHAPTER SIX
26 - 40 JESUS THE BREAD OF LIFE (Part 1)

Jesus now attempts to explain to the crowd how he can
feed their spirits with a miracle as great as that which
fed their bodies. The leap in thought proves a difficult
one for those who had only followed him because of the
miraculous signs he could do. For us, too, there are
difficulties in accepting this complete dependence of our
minds upon the life of Jesus Christ.

To grasp what Jesus is saying, we have to think
more deeply about the nature of our mind and life. We
live in the thoughts and emotions which show on the
surface of our mind; but the mind is far deeper than that
stream of consciousness. The things we are aware of
are coming from love and affection and from attitudes of
thought beneath our consciousness. That might make
us the play-things of whatever affection or attitude
flowed in; but the specific action of those hidden depths
is decided by what we choose to do with our life.

If we chase every selfish satisfaction and lying
excuse to get our own way, we draw in the spirit of hell
from deep within us. If we try to help and serve others
with love, we make room for Jesus' spirit of love to enter
us. And always an equilibrium is remade so that we
have again the chance to choose. It is somewhat of a
shock to realise how much of our nature flows in
because of how we live. All our efforts to design and
plan our own nature and character depend, not on how
cleverly we think but on what we choose to do with our
lives. We always do have that power to choose whether
we will help or hurt others, serve them or take for
ourselves. That is the beginning of any change in us.

However, our choice does not manufacture the kind
of life we want to use; it only invites it into us. This is
Jesus' point in his talk with the crowd: they can only
have life from him, and they must choose to feed on that
life. In contrast, anything that will let them have their
own selfish purposes is from the evil that is death to real
humanity.

26 - 27 Jesus answered them and said, "Truly, truly, |
say to you, you seek me, not because you saw signs,
but because you ate of the loaves and were satisfied.
Do not work for the food which perishes but for the food
which remains to life eternal, which the Son of Man will
give to you; for on him the Father, even God, put his
seal.”

Jesus challenges the crowd's motives. They have not
seen the miracle as a true sign of God's power, but just
as an easy way of getting food. The earthly results of
miracles is more important to them than what they show
of the divine nature of Jesus. He is anxious to stop them
concentrating on earthly things that last only a moment,
and give them food for their souls that will last. He tries
to turn their thoughts to the needs of their souls: eternal
things.

The idea of things that are "eternal" is important in
this gospel. It is an idea which becomes central to
Jesus' work. We must realise that it has nothing to do
with something that lasts for ever. It is used of things
that have God's kind of life in them, that look to his
purpose for the whole life of everyone. Anything planned
to accomplish an earthly achievement comes to an end
when the thing is done; anything designed for selfish
reasons ends with the selfish person who wants it. But
anything done to share God's love and life with others
lives on in their joy, and in the purposes of God for the
happiness of all. Those are the eternal things, because
they always are at work in our lives, whereas our own
plans come to an end because they do not look beyond
ourselves. So this "eternal" quality can exist in the
lowliest earthly action and in the most profound thought
or emotion. It is that part of our lives which accepts and
so achieves the eternal purpose of God.

Jesus speaks of himself here as "the Son of Man"
because it was his work as a man, living out the human
experience, that brought the love of God into the truth
we use. He made the eternal power of God's love
available to us in the truths we must use and the life we
must live from them. This is the seal of God set on
Jesus: the presence of the divine love of God our Father
working with us in the loving wisdom he provided at our
level by coming in Jesus Christ.

28 - 29 So they said to him, "What have we to do, that
we may work the works of God?" Jesus answered and
said to them, "This is the work of God, that you believe
on him whom he sent".

When the crowd ask what they must do to "work the
works of God" they are probably thinking of things to do,
like the many religious practices that made up Jewish
life at the time. Jesus immediately begins to turn their
thoughts to the inner spirit which must be in all actions.
They must believe in a new source of life sent from God.
To "believe on him whom he sent" has often been

(Continued on page 7)
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interpreted as just meditating on the nature of Christ
and, indeed, fighting intellectual (and sometimes
physical) battles to exalt a particular view of him. But to
"believe" involves action; it is an act of life, the will of a
person obeying and living out Jesus' kind of life.

30 - 34 So they said to him, "What sign do you do, that
we may see and believe you? What do you work? Our
fathers ate manna in the wilderness, as it is written, 'He
gave them bread out of heaven to eat™. So Jesus said
to them, "Truly, truly, | say to you, it was not Moses who
gave you the bread out of heaven; but my Father gives
you the true bread out of heaven. For the bread of God
is that which comes down out of heaven and gives life to
the world". They said to him therefore, "Lord, always
give us this bread".

They require proof of this by a sign. We might think the
feeding of five thousand a sufficient proof, but their
minds are still running on him as their promised
Messiah. Rabbinical thought shows that the Messiah
was expected to "out Moses Moses", and so they
mention the manna provided in the wilderness ( Exodus
16, Numbers 11) which Psalms 78:24 and 105:40 refer
to as "bread from heaven". However, Moses was not the
source of the manna; it came from God, as does any
and every good gift. Jesus urges them to receive the life
God is sending now as their true bread from heaven. So
far, he carries them with him, for they ask for this bread
of life; but they are still thinking more in terms of
something like the earthly appearance of manna, rather
than the life which the soul and mind feeds on. It is our
own perpetual problem that we feel we need what will
satisfy the immediate moment, without thinking of the
eternal needs of our soul.

35 - 37 And Jesus said to them, "I am the bread of life.
He that comes to me will not hunger, and he that
believes in me will never thirst. But | said to you also
that you have seen me and do not believe. All that the
Father gives me will come to me; and he that comes to
me, | will not cast out."

Now comes again one of those occasions when Jesus
is not content with just the Greek verb to say "I am", but
unnecessarily adds the pronoun to emphasise and
make the phrase, "I AM", so reminding us of the name
of God. As we shall see, there are some eight occasions
when Jesus makes this divine emphasis about himself.

He is the source of life that so feeds our human
minds that we shall not hunger for love or thirst for
wisdom. To grasp the immensity of this, we have to
realise that the presence of God in Jesus Christ
provides every unselfish affection we feel for another,
every true idea about our life and purpose. Our own
feeling is that we manufacture such things by our own
effort; but the reality is that by those efforts we choose
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continued

to receive the life of God. We allow it to warm us to love
others, and to enlighten us to see what the truths we
know are really asking us to do. We are never
conscious of this complete dependence on God. If we
were, we would never feel free to choose to let his life
flow in and save us from our selfishness and false
thinking. Still, our greatest security is in the belief that
we can be sustained by life from God if we choose.

Jesus then challenges them that they have not
believed in him, and contrasts them with those "the
Father will give" to him, who will indeed come to him.
That the Father is to give them to him does not take
away the freedom of men and women to choose. (Any
idea that some are predestined by God makes
nonsense of the continual demand of the gospel that we
should all choose God's way.) To choose to receive love
from God is to choose to accept the Father of us all as
our guide. He will "give us to Jesus" for he will use the
Divine Human he formed in the world to give us life. But
only those who choose the way of the Father, the love
of God, can be saved. That choice gives them to Jesus
to receive true life.

38 - 40 "For | have come down from heaven, not to do
my will but the will of him who has sent me. And this is
the will of the Father who sent me, that of all he has
given me | should lose nothing, but should raise it up on
the last day. And this is the will of him who sent me, that
everyone who sees the Son and believes in him should
have eternal life, and | will raise him up on the last day."

These verses sum up how God's purpose was achieved
in Jesus, and how because of that he can achieve his
purpose with us. Once men and women had over
generations cut themselves off from God by their evil,
he made another way to reach them in their natural
minds and lives. He sent his life into our level as Jesus
Christ, and all the power of God's love was accepted
here in all the temptations and stresses of earthly life. It
was "raised up", not by being lifted back to levels of life
we cannot reach, but by being changed in nature here
so the human became divine in Jesus. All the power of
God's love was brought into all of our life in Jesus
Christ. He became "the Son", the presence of God's life
born into this world. Because of that, if we believe in him
and accept his life, we can be "raised up" by receiving
the love of God and its enlightenment in our affections
and thoughts in this world. They will take on that eternal
character that we have already spoken of. Both these
achievements are said to be on the "last day", because
days mark the passage of time in which things change
and so mark changes in our state; and the "last" state is
the crowning one in which our purpose is achieved. The
last day for Jesus was his glorification to be our
Redeemer and Saviour. The last day for us is when we
accept his redeeming life as ours.

Person to Person - The Gospel of John
To be continued



Notices
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Annual Meeting of the New Church College

The Annual Meeting of the College will be held at the College,
25 Radcliffe New Road, Radcliffe, Manchester, M26 1LE.
Phone 0161 796 1142

This will take place on Saturday, 28th June 2003,
beginning at 15.00

In addition to a review of the College's work during the last year, there will be a
presentation by the Principal, Rev John Presland, about the Council's proposal to
introduce new approaches to Open Learning for a wider range of students involving a
greater use of interactive material on the internet alongside traditional face-to-face
work. There will be plenty of opportunity to ask questions about this. The Council
needs approval for this proposal so we can introduce the new scheme in Autumn
2004.

* We invite all Governors and friends to join us at this important meeting. In addition
to the business, there will be an opportunity to meet many of the current students
who will be at the College for their annual Summer School. Light refreshments will
be served and we should finish at 18.00.

Please contact the College if you want any more information.

David Haseler
Secretary

Communications Manager

The Conference Council is very pleased to announce that, following an interview, Mr David Glover of Colchester has
accepted the offer of appointment to the post of Communications Manager for The General Conference of the New
Church. Mr Glover will take up this part-time appointment with effect from 1st June 2003.

The role of the Communications Manager will be to provide leadership for the development of communication
both within and beyond the Church in order to implement the Mission and Vision. The aim will be to raise awareness
of the organization and to 'market’ what it has to offer.

Mr Glover has had considerable experience as a systems analyst and in providing training to staff in the use of
such systems. His experience will be useful in helping to construct a website for the Church. He is himself an
effective communicator. He was born into and regularly attends the General Church and is also incidentally a very
accomplished organist.

This appointment is a significant part of the RENEW programme. The Council is confident that Mr Glover will
provide a valuable contribution to the RENEW effort and will be a very useful member of the team dedicated to taking
forward RENEW.

Michael Hindley Gordon Kuphal
Chairman, Conference Council Secretary of Conference



A VVulnerable God

The idea that God is vulnerable may seem a strange
one to us, and yet we only have to read the Gospels to
see him revealing his vulnerability to us. The image is
there in the tiny, helpless baby of Christmas, and also in
the pain-racked body of Christ on the cross.

If God had remained aloof and distant from us,
caring nothing for our happiness, he would have been
insulated from vulnerability. It is his deep love and
desire to care for us, which make him vulnerable. The
truth is that as soon as anyone begins to love other
people they become vulnerable, for love exposes them
to rejection, pain, and the possibility of being taken
advantage of. God is vulnerable because he loves
others more than anyone else ever has. Too often we
bring sadness to God by rejecting the love which he
offers to us.

In the images of the helpless baby of Christmas and
the crucified Christ of Good Friday we are presented
with a God who needs our care. And we thought that we
were the ones who needed his care! How do we care for
God? By loving him and showing that love in our
worship; by rejecting the evils which long to depose him
and undermine the work of his Kingdom; and by caring
for all his vulnerable people around us.

There are countless vulnerable people in our world,
and in every one of them we see an image of the
vulnerable God. God is there in the poor and the
homeless, in the lonely and those in pain; in the prisoner
and the addict; in the grieving and those burdened with
guilt; in fact every person is vulnerable in some way. We
care for our vulnerable God, by showing a loving
concern for the vulnerable people around us, and by
caring for them in ways that are wise and charitable.

From the Writings ...

As soon as we begin to care for God and his
people, we expose our own vulnerability too. Because
we are offering love to others we are now vulnerable to
rejection and hurt ourselves, we learn what it is to be
taken advantage of and have our, charity abused. At
this point we realise that we cannot continue without
help, we need to be cared for too. Now God is able to
care for us in a way he never could before. We have
recognised our need of his love, and at last are open
and willing to receive it. As soon as we care for our
vulnerable God, he is able to care for us in our
vulnerability.

It is in this mutual care between God and his people
that the secret of life and happiness is to be found. As
long we remain aloof and think ourselves to be self-
sufficient, we live in a world that is inward looking,
lonely, cold, and full of fear. But the moment we expose
our vulnerability by loving others God can begin to care
for us; now we begin to come truly alive in spirit. It is in
the giving and receiving of love that peace, well-being,
and happiness are to be found.

Vulnerability is only a problem when we try to live
life from our own resources alone. When those who are
vulnerable care for each other, they each find a new
security and quality of life. Our vulnerable God has
shown us the way to live, let us learn to take care of him
and so share in the glory of life which he created us to
enjoy.

Rev Robert A Gill

The internal of the Church consists in willing good from the heart and being stirred by an affection for good, while the
external of that internal consists in performing such good and doing so in accordance with the truth of faith, the
knowledge of which springs from good. But the external of the Church consists in the sacred performance of religious
observances and the practice of charitable works as instructed by the Church.

From all this it is clear that the internal of the Church is the good of charity in the will. Therefore when this comes
to an end the Church itself also comes to an end, for the good of charity is the essential constituent of the Church.
After that external worship does, it is true, remain as it was before; yet now it is not worship but ceremony which is
preserved because it is the established custom. But such ceremony, which seems to be worship, is like the shell
without the nut; for it is the external that remains but does not have anything internal within it. When the Church is
like this it is at its end.

Arcana Caelestia 6587,3



“The Crown of all the Churches”

In the middle of each June, the organised New Church
across the world takes part in a celebration which is
unique to itself and which is called New Church Day. Its
formal date is June 19" because our teachings state
that on this particular day the Lord called together His
twelve disciples and sent them forth throughout the
spiritual world to proclaim the gospel that the Lord God
Jesus Christ reigns. This happened on the 19™ June in
1770. (True Christian Religion 791)

Whatever that means in actual happenings, we
have taken this date to be the basis of an annual
celebration. It gives us the opportunity to think what
being New Church means and what belonging to this
New Church organisation entails. More than that though
it encourages us to think a bit more than usual about our
understanding of the Lord and His purposes for us all.
Plus of course the benefits of celebration.

I've always been wary of too much 'in-house' views
of church and distinctive identity; it can be perilously
close to sectarianism and dogma and seem to set the
church apart from life. So | come to each New Church
Day 19" June a bit cautiously at times but wanting to re-
examine what it is and what it isn't. And | think | have
my answer which I'll try to explain.

In the same book as the quotation given above
there is a heading to another section, which runs: This
new church is the crown of all the churches, which
have up to now existed upon earth. (Notice in passing
the small case letters given to 'new church’) And the
paragraphs go on to point out that there have been
several periods of different levels of understanding in
human spirituality, which are called ‘churches’ but which
of course are not organised Church institutions; they
are different forms of a collective consciousness of
religion among the people living in those times. So, for
example, the very first people felt their religion more
intuitively and the Lord's "Word" was in their hearts,
unwritten. But a later period brought the need for a
written-down Word in a period when peoples' hearts and
minds were working more independently of each other.
And so on.

And then we come to the idea of the new church ...
to be the crown of all the churches which have up to
now existed upon earth. And we need to stay in the idea
of collective outlooks and not fall into the trap of
associating this with organised religion. Looking around
today | can detect many examples of what | would call
'new church' outlooks emerging among people: respect
for minority groups, human rights, alternative
approaches, a desire for the freedom of individual
people to live as they choose, and, most of all, for me,
the great diversity of spiritually-based groups and
approaches that now exist over and above traditional
Church forms, and a hunger in people to find spiritual
fulfilment.
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I go back to the phrase of the heading and pick up
on the word crown. | like that. No doubt it is expressing
the thought that the new church is to be the best of all
forms of religion, the crowning glory. But when you
picture a crown it also illustrates the very point of why it
will be the best of all ... because a crown is one circle
with many individual points around it. And that to me is
what being new church really means. It means that we
all share in this collective understanding together, but
my outlook and your position and their beliefs will be
wonderfully varied. It is not only the best, it is finally the
essence of our spiritual freedom. It is the stuff of heaven
itself.

So we should celebrate this on New Church Day, on
June 19" , within our own small but global New Church
organisation. Celebrate the Lord's new church as the
crown of all churches. And celebrate the fact that the
Lord has made this crowning goal known to us and
revealed it through New Church (now notice the
capitalisation) teachings, doctrines and writings. To be
part of that is our privilege. To promote it should be our

joy.
Happy New Church Day on June 19"

Rev Julian Duckworth
From the Sydney Newsletter
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Day in June 2002 at Michael Church, Brixton.



Self Esteem and Creating Success from Inside Out

The Greenhill New Church Centre provides a unique
place for instruction and spiritual nourishment and in
particular for workshops which have always been so
popular. These workshops attract people from near and
far who appreciate the welcoming and healing space,
which is caring and supportive. This day was no
different, it dawned with beautiful sunshine made even
more magical by the brightness of all the yellow flowers
decorating the Centre and the great delight and warmth
as the participants greeted each other. We were filled
with anticipation.

The subject chosen was of great importance to us
all and our speakers Parul Shah and Daksha Patani,
representatives from the Brahma Kumaris World
Spiritual University have been practising and teaching
meditation for a number of years. Their friendly and
gentle form of instruction encouraged our involvement in
both discussions and the spiritual games, helping us to
discover and value ourselves and experience our true
identity. Their simple techniques were designed to help
us create a sustainable store of self esteem so that we
could enjoy a more positive and healthy life.

In her introduction Daksha outlines briefly the work
of Brahma Kumaris whose activities are world wide. It is
an International organisation working towards World
Peace. It offers courses, seminars and workshops in
meditation, self development and spiritual
understanding. Much of the work is involved with young
people, women, business, prison life, hospitals and
education.

Our first session was entitled “Who am 1?” We were
given different shapes such as a circle, triangle, square,
rectangle, heart, hexagon and star. We were asked to
choose a shape we felt was like ourselves. Each of us
offered our reasons for choice; many people chose the
circle and heart giving interestingly, very different
meanings. This was followed by the Heart Game. We
put inside a heart our love for a certain activity, from this
heart we wrote all the different qualities that emanate
from this activity. We looked into ourselves to see which
was the most dominant quality expressing who we are.
We were given the rules of self identification from birth,
such as gender, our parents, siblings, teachers,
environment, religion etc. We again studied our chosen
shape. So often we can go through life thinking
ourselves as something different from this shape by the
conditioning from our earthly experiences. Our innate
selves are covered by acquired and adopted roles.
These were looked at in detail and we saw the need to
express ourselves exactly as we are and the importance
to find ourselves and be ourselves. This session ended
with a beautiful meditation on love.

The afternoon session began with the theme
“Empowering Ourselves”. Here we learnt how to tap into
our inner powers, using them to create a positive and
happy life. We were given time for personal reflection to
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find out what we were not happy with, what was our
underlying motivations, looking at where we were
coming from and at what quality we needed to emerge.
We learnt the importance foe taking responsibility for
ourselves and for using our power to make choices
consciously, always reminding our selves of our spiritual
inner being.

Our last session looked at “Practical Methods” in our
journey of life with its ups and downs, to see ways
including spiritual and practical activities to help lift us.
Self Esteem was discussed and was given many manes
such as Original Self, the Being of Light, the Soul, the
Core, and the Quality of our Inner Eye. To stop us going
down we all need to have confidence, respect, value,
and worth and be acceptable.

There are many leakages which could occur, very
often from outside influences. These were listed such as
constant criticism, fear of failure, anxiety, sickness,
laziness, lack of motivation and age. To sustain
ourselves in mind, body and spirit, we need to have time
for ourselves, have love for self, discipline our thoughts,
listen to our values, create affirmations, check our
intentions, enjoy our own company and give out to the
world.

At the end we looked at Affirmations — to remember
our innate self, despite some negativity from inside and
outside sources. Believing in ourselves and the positive
things told about ourselves. Being responsible for
ourselves. Finally the belief that LOVE IS POWER to be
used for the Universe and well as for Ourselves.

Everyone agreed this had been a stimulating and
wonderful day. We had all gained so much positive help
on how to create and sustain a state of Self Esteem.
Our thanks go to Parul and Daksha on their caring and
supportive leadership.

Rosella Williams

Greenhill New Church Centre
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