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Unique, we are

| may be criticised for preaching to the converted, but what | have to say needs to be
said, nevertheless. We must all of us be aware of the state of the Christian churches in
these days. Along with the rest of the world they are in a mess, not to speak too unkindly.
The numbers of regular churchgoers in the Anglican Communion alone is relatively very
small. We do hear of some congregations which are above average in size, but generally
speaking they tend to consist of young people, attracted by alternative forms of service,
with lively music and what is regarded as participation. One does wonder if an attempt to
alter not only the worship of God - but possibly to alter God Himself - to the end of
complying with the notion of what is “cool”, is likely to appeal beyond the palmy days of
youth.

To excuse (or explain) these kinds of services by pointing out that these days there
are many more entertaining things to do on Sunday than there were in former days is
painting a very sad picture of what the worship of God is all about.

It must not be thought that this attitude is merely post rock-and- roll. | can recall, as a
boy, hearing my beautiful twenty something aunt saying to a friend one Sunday,

“Shall we go to church this evening?,” to receive the reply,
“Yes, might as well ... what's on ?”

In the past, | have heard people say that the church has failed us. | remember
thinking that perhaps, they have failed the church. | now believe that the Christian
churches have failed many people. Faltering between a past of imaginary certainty and a
present and future of manifest uncertainty, they have little to attract the old or the young.
The churches beseech God to hear them for the sake of His Dear Son who was punished
in place of a sinful mankind. Of comfort to those who mourn there is none. | have even
heard of a mother, having just sustained the loss of her baby son, seeking comfort from
her local clergyman, was told that he could not guarantee that the child would go to
heaven. There is nothing in such an unhelpful theology to attract people to the Christian
Church as it stands.

So what has the New Church to offer which might be attractive to someone seeking a
spiritual home? What, in fact, attracts me to it? What is the attraction of the New Church
for me? Apart from its small size ( | have never been attracted by large things) it must be
its unique quality. Of course, paradoxically, | long for its acceptance by more people - for
their sake. Why should we be the only ones to joy in the knowledge of the Lord’s eternal
plan? But it must be admitted that its uniqueness (which goes hand in hand with its small
size) has a great attraction. Having said this, one may ask, in what respect is the New

(Continued on page 2)
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Church different from the church up the road? Are its
members more devout and holy than the members of
other churches? Are they necessarily more likely to go to
heaven? A chosen people, perhaps? Of course, not!
But ... their New Church has one different feature - a
feature shared by no other church. And that feature is its
Doctrine.

This is a word greeted with distaste in certain
quarters, being unfortunately confused with dogma, in its
meaning of opinion arrogantly laid down by authority. But
Doctrine, in itself, means teaching, means that which is
taught. And what is taught by the New Church is so
simple, and at the same time so deep and so wonderful,
that it is the most precious treasure anyone can have—a
pearl of great price. Its first and principal teaching is what
we repeat every Sunday.

“l believe there is one God, in whom is the
Divine Trinity, and He is the Lord and Saviour,
Jesus Christ.

Saving faith is to believe in Him.

Evil actions are not to be done, because they
are of the hells and from the hells.

Good actions are to be done, because they are
of God and from God.

And these are to be done by man as if from
himself; but it ought to be believed that they
are from the Lord working in man and by him”

Who, seeking for a yardstick with which to measure
his or her way of life, could take exception to this? Added
to this there is the New Church doctrine concerning the
life after death, of the spiritual world, of heaven and hell,
as the states of our choice to eternity. The revelation of
the inner, spiritual meaning of the Word of God, telling us
the true significance of the incarnation and redemption
by the Lord, Jesus Christ; and the real meaning of the
Second Coming. All these teachings and more, make the
New Church incontestably unique among all nominally
Christian Churches. And they are the reason for the
small size of our congregations.

Many people, it seems, do not wish to be taught—to
listen to doctrine. This is a tragedy. But we must not
deny our doctrine on that account. Unigque we
undoubtedly are, unique we must be, and we must not
water down our uniqueness. There are signs of an idea
abroad that evangelisation might be better effected by
mixing our doctrines with those of the moribund former
Christian Churches; that they are not really essential,
and only separate us from our fellow Christians. This, |
feel, would be a disservice to these good people up the
road, most of whom, | suspect, are better Christians than
I am, (I may be damning them with faint praise). But they
deserve New Church teaching, and we should let them
have it straight from the shoulder.

There is much talk of RENEW these days. We
should renew our confidence in the teaching of the New
Church. The Lord’s Divine Providence is over all His
creation. Our teachings are unique. Long live their
uniqueness!

Anthony James

A picture painted by Anthony James and used in a window

display at the Kensington Church

“Peace, in the sense of the absence of war, is of little value to someone who is dying of hunger or cold. It will not
remove the pain of torture inflicted on a prisoner of conscience. It does not comfort those who have lost their loved
ones in floods caused by senseless deforestation in a neighbouring country. Peace can only last where human rights
are respected, where the people are fed, and where individuals and nations are free. True peace with oneself and with
the world around us can only be achieved through the development of mental peace. Thus, for example, we see that a
clean environment, wealth or democracy mean little in the face of war, especially nuclear war, and that material
development is not sufficient to ensure human happiness”.
HH The Dalai Lama



The First Day

The first day in a new job! - After twenty-six years in the
old one it was a very funny feeling. How did | feel?
Apprehensive, nervous, edgy, an odd feeling - was it
butterflies? Surely not - mature people don't get
butterflies - do they?

There | was, on the way to Purley Chase, my first
task as the Development worker for the New Church
Youth Association being to visit the Summer Camp for
nine to twelve year olds (see page 100 for report). How
long since | had been to a young peoples’ school at
Purley? Perhaps twelve years since Summer School and
at least eighteen years since Children’s School. “Things
don’t change much in the church,” said my son, “it will
still be the same!”

It was a glorious day as | got out of my car and
prepared to meet the staff at Summer Camp. | was
apprehensive but then realised so were they! It had not
occurred to me that visiting a school and seeing how it
ran could make the staff feel uncomfortable. | made a
mental note to make sure that any letters | sent in future,
asking to visit people or organisations within the church,
would be user friendly and hopefully would not give the
impression of an inspection in any shape or form.

After a brief introduction to the staff of the school |
was shown the work that the children had done during
the week. Spread out on a large table in ‘The Hive’,
drying from their grouting, were mosaic tiles that had
been made during the week. A large raven, flames and
chariots and other emblems from the stories of Elijah
and Elisha were picked Out in brightly coloured pieces of
tile. How hard both teachers and children must have
worked! Each child too had a folder of completed
worksheets with pictures, word-searches and quizzes.

Final features of the morning were a quiz on the
lessons of the week and an enthusiastic sing along of
modern tunes and action choruses. It was really great to
see so much energy and enthusiasm put into the
answers to questions.

Contact

And as my son said “Some things don’t change.” As
it was the final day of the school, items for the Thursday
night social were planned and rehearsed, and water
sports were held in the afternoon. It was so good to see
children experiencing old-fashioned team games and
enjoying making up entertainment. Working, playing and
living together without the sophisticated entertainment
systems of modern life brought its own sphere of
happiness and achievement.

What did | learn from my experience? Firstly it was
so refreshing to be at a church organised event where
the average age was so low! It reminded me that our
church has a future and that children and young people
are a vital and living part of that future. Work with
children is a vital part of out reach work. Foundations are
laid and ideas are implanted that are with each
individual, realised or not, throughout their life. We never
know how the Lord will be able to use these ‘remains’

One obvious need is for some sort of structured
follow up and contact system for isolated young people
for the rest of the year and this is something that | hope
to tackle as the NCYA worker. The Home Sunday Club
has done sterling work in this direction with younger
children which could be built on for older ones.

Some things don’t change! Thankfully! As a church
we should be grateful for and appreciate the work that is
done at residential schools. It is a sacrifice for volunteer
staff members to give up their own holiday time to spend
a week with children and especially to do such exciting
and messy activities as mosaic making. So thank you
Alison Wilde, Bev Johnson, Roz Leather, Gill Gordon
and Alan Lewin for all your hard work and for refreshing
and enlivening me.

Pauline Grimshaw
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The New Church Youth Associstion Conference
Derby May 3151 2003

Didn't we have a great time! It was a beautiful day
and the grounds and flower filled courtyards at
Derby were delightfl to sit in at lunchtime.
Somehow the sunshine of the day spiit over into the
Conference making it a happy and productive
meeting.




Summer Camp

The afternoon of August 9th 2003 saw the arrival at
Purley of many of the faces of last year and a few new
ones, including myself to start an energetic week of
games, stories, crafts and outdoor fun.

The mornings would find us looking at the stories of
Elijah and Elisha which provoked prolonged debates
particularly in Bev’'s groups on varied subjects including
vegetarianism and the place of women in the bible.
Through the reading of the stories and the questions and
puzzles for each more understanding was gained of the
meanings and correspondences. During this time the
groups also prepared their matins including drama,
singing and thoughts on the representations within the
stories.

I

Listening for “the still small voice”

The second half of the mornings was spent in
creating our ceramic mosaics. Each student made a
picture from one of the stories using. They were all
wonderful but we had particularly good results with the
ravens and the altar.

Examples of the ceramic mosaics

However, it wasn't all fun, in the afternoons we
engaged in tiresome tasks such as a trip to Cadbury
World, swimming in Atherstone and water fights in the
garden. It didn’t stop there, the evenings were filled with,
games, bonfire, video night, and the legendary midnight
feast and social.
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The spontaneous thinking from Alan created great
variations for the water games and many unusual indoor
games such as the intriguing but yet strangely accurately
named ‘pick up the hymnbook’ during which great fun
was had by all. His introductions for the items of the
social linked together some great sketches including
Harry Potter with a handcrafted Fawkes the phoenix and
an impression of Steve Irwin.

The activities provoked a number of questions. Such as:

e Why is someone late to every session?

e Why does someone always have their shoelaces
undone?

e Why was it so hard to drag Gill away from Cadbury
world?

e Who will be the people moaning this year about the
walk to Atherstone?

Not to mention:

e What weird and wonderful items would we find in the
sweet shops of Atherstone

e What exciting things would happen next in our
bedtime stories

e And how much could the leaders actually hear of
what was said and done in dorms 7and 1?

Movement to music

I'm sure some of those questions you can answer for
yourselves but for the others we'll have to wait for next
year when I'm sure we'll all have as much fun and
thoroughly enjoy the madness of all the activities all over
again. To find out if we do you'll have to join us won't
you?

Roz Leather



Person to Person - The Gospel of John

This is the seventeenth part of the serialisation of the late Rev Paul Vickers’ commentary on the Gospel of John.

Paul commenced his work with the following words:

“It seems incredible to say that we could form part of a group learning from a disciple who
walked and talked with Jesus Christ, and yet that is the opportunity John's gospel opens up.”

CHAPTER SEVEN

28 - 53 DISSENSION ABOUT JESUS IN JERUSALEM
(Part 2)

28 - 30 Therefore Jesus teaching in the temple cried out
and said, "You both know me and where | am from; and |
have not come of myself, but he who sent me is true and
you do not know him. But | know him, because | am from
him and he sent me." So they were seeking him to take
him, but no one laid hands on him because his hour had
not yet come.

When the evil and selfishness which drives us on begins
to work, the nature of the opposing power of divine love
and truth from Jesus is necessarily shown up in our inner
turmoil. We cannot but be aware how different this kind
of loving life is to our own nature. In this we are said to
know him, and we recognize that he manifests power
from a completely different source to our selfishness. But
we do not know in ourselves the unselfish warmth of love
"the one who sent him". We only become aware of a
totally different way of life, powered from a different kind
of love, and we also become aware that this life is
completely opposed to our present selfishness. The
immediate reaction of our evil to such a revelation is to
try to overpower it and prevent its disturbing our settled
selfish way of life. But it is the power of God himself that
is seeking a way into us to save us, and his providence
sees that we are not yet ready to accept him, "his hour
has not yet come". Therefore his life ceases to disturb us
so strongly and avoids our violent resistance so that we
do not condemn ourselves. We have seen before that
"the hour has not yet come" if Jesus sees we are not yet
in a state when he can lead us out of our evil. We must
be able to choose, and so he only causes confrontation
within us when we are able to choose his way.

31 - 32 But many of the crowd believed in him and said,
"Will the Christ when he comes do more signs than this
man has done?" The Pharisees heard of the crowd
whispering these things about him, and the Pharisees
and the chief priests sent officers to take him.

We do not pass through such an inner conflict, between
the Lord's loving life and our own selfishness, without
realizing that the new way of life that is offered has
power to change things and be a new beginning for our
life. We recognize that Christ, the anointed one, is
anointing life with his love, although we do not yet
commit ourselves to him. Any urge in us to turn to a
better way of life immediately arouses the opposition of
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our evil and selfishness, and increases the effort of our
evil to take under its control this new influence.

The various elements which make up our selfish life
are described in "the Pharisees and the Chief Priests".
There will have been good and bad men among the
Pharisees, but in the gospels they take their meaning
from their general attitude. This was to concentrate on
outward observances of religion with little regard for the
inner love which should motivate them. They therefore
portray hypocrisy, an external religion which is not done
from love of others or the Lord. Such hypocrisy is a great
enemy of real religion which fills the whole mind and life.
The Chief Priests were those who had authority in the
Temple at the heart of Jewish worship. Such a priest
represents the holy love that should be at the heart of
anyone; but here, in opposition to Jesus, the Chief
Priests portray such love seeking to serve selfishness
and dominate all our life from our own evil desires. The
two, the unholy priest and the hypocritical Pharisee,
together portray the kind of religion we have when we
have not rejected our evil: its heart is possessed with
selfishness, and all our appearance of religion is mere
hypocrisy.

We may find it difficult to recognize such forces in
ourselves, but if we look more deeply we shall realize
that to serve the Lord is not the prime motive of our
whole life. Rather our religion is something we add on to
a life we have already chosen which serves ourselves
first, and so contaminates our efforts to love others. We
shall see that much of what we do seeks a comforting
feeling that we are good, rather than the actual good of
those we help. The problem the Lord has with us is that
our apparent religion, which serves ourselves rather than
others, prevents us from waking up to our need for his
new life. It seeks to arrest any influence from the Lord.
The only way to change us is to stir us up and make us
see the evil in our religion. This is why we have this
continual conflict between the Jewish authorities and the
claims of Jesus.

33 - 36 So Jesus said to them, "Yet a little time | am with
you, and | go to him who sent me. You will seek me and
will not find me, and where | am you cannot come." So
the Jews said among themselves. "Where is he going to
go that we shall not find him? Is he going to go to those
who are dispersed among the Greeks, and teach the
Greeks? What is this saying which he said, "You will
seek me and will not find me', and 'Where | am you
cannot come'?"

(Continued on page 6)



Person to Person - The Gospel of John

(Continued from page 5)

Many Jews were scattered by trade and travel across
the world of the Middle East. The area had originally
been conquered by Alexander the Great of Macedon,
and inherited by his generals after his death in 323BC.
These Greek-speaking rulers had made Greek the
language of government and trade, and eventually the
lingua franca of the whole area. (It is in this koiné or
common Greek that the New Testament was
subsequently written.) The Jews who dispersed across
this Greek world maintained their faith, but they
translated their Scriptures into Greek, the "Septuagint”,
and added many Greek habits to their Judaism. They
were somewhat despised by the Jewish authorities in
Jerusalem, though exhorted to maintain their attendance
at feasts and their contributions to the temple.

This dispersion among the Greeks, then, was the
only place the Jews felt Jesus could go, if they were not
to be able to find him. They missed the point, that Jesus'
purpose was salvation, and that when he had finished
his work he would be one with God and able to save only
those who believed in him. Unless they changed their
lives and accepted his saving life, they would miss their
only way to be in touch with God. God never removes
himself from men and women so that they cannot turn to
him; but they detach themselves from his way of life by
evil. Not to be able to "find him" meant that they would
have chosen such a way of life that they could not
comprehend God's loving way. Their whole way of life
would prevent their finding God.

37 - 39 And on the last day of the feast, the great day,
Jesus stood and cried out, saying, "If anyone thirsts, let
him come to me and drink. He who believes on me, as
the Scripture says, 'Out of his bowels will flow rivers of
living water™. But this he said about the Breath which
those who believed on him were going to receive; for the
Holy Breath was not yet, because Jesus was not yet
glorified.

This feast lasted seven days during which the people
lived in their booths, and on the eighth day was a great
ceremony in which they returned to their homes and
remembered coming from the wilderness into Canaan as
the promised land. Apparently throughout the feast water
had been carried daily in a holy vessel from the pool of
Siloam to the temple, to recall the water given from the
rock in the wilderness; but on the eighth day this ceased.

There has been a progressive build up in Jesus'
presence during this feast. He arrived secretly, because
mankind's state could not stand full confrontation with its
evil; in the middle of the feast he began teaching and
steadily revealing the contrast between his way and their
present evil; now on the last great day of the feast he
promises to assuage their thirst for genuine truth flowing
from love. And by this long process the crowd are
brought to a point of choice.

6

The image used here is very like that in chapter
4:14, but that can hardly be the Scripture referred to,
which would presumably be in the Old Testament. Isaiah
58:11 promises one shall be "like a spring of water
whose waters do not fail", and many similar prophecies
can be found, but none that uses the specific words
here. Jesus' appeal is often to the whole message of
Scripture, rather than to specific texts.

The word "bowels" is often translated "heart", and
with good reason. The seat of the emotions in Hebrew is
referred to as the bowels, because any strong emotion
produces reaction in that region. With no knowledge of
the primacy of the heart among the body's organs, the
Jew could only refer emotion to the area obviously
disturbed. We today speak of the heart as the centre of
emotion because we are aware that it drives the blood
which carries vitality.

To believe in Jesus is to accept his way of love as
the heart of our life. When we do this, true ideas are
produced in our understanding of life. It is the attitude of
love towards others that can see and use the truth of
Jesus' teaching. It often appears to us that knowledge of
truth produces love towards others; but in reality what it
does is to show up for us the choice between good and
evil. Choosing then to do what is good accepts a love for
others, and this love sets ideas flowing of the true way to
help them. The living water of truth flows out of our
chosen way of loving others, "out of the bowels" or
"heart" stirred by genuine love.

This means that we are receiving the very breath of
our life from the life of Jesus. And this is "the Holy
Breath", promised to all who believe in him. However,
that Holy Breath was not as yet fully established in the
natural life of men and women, because Jesus had not
yet undergone all the possible battles of temptation in
this world, which would bring all the power of God's love
to our natural life. So the Holy Breath (or Spirit) was not
present yet, nor would be until Jesus had fully glorified
the life he had taken on in this world with the life of God.
Later in the gospel John will treat fully of this Holy
Breath.

40 - 43 So, having heard that saying, many of the crowd
said, "This is truly the prophet". Others said. "This is the
Christ". And others said, "Does the Christ come out of
Galilee? Does not the Scripture say that the Christ
comes from the seed of David, and from the village
Bethlehem where David was?" So there was a division in
the crowd about him.

We have seen before that some looked to the promise of
the prophet in Deuteronomy. Others were content from
his behaviour that he was the Messiah. But some now
reverse the argument that no one will know the origin of

(Continued on page 7)
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the Messiah. Micah 5:2 speaks of Bethlehem Ephrata,
which was the home town of David, as the place of origin
of the Messiah: "out of you will come a governor who
shall rule my people Israel". Isaiah 11:1 speaks of him
springing from "the stump of Jesse", the line of David;
and Jeremiah 23:5 speaks of a "righteous branch" raised
up from David. These prophecies were in the minds of
some of the crowd, who only knew Jesus as a Galilean;
and so they doubted.

John is writing among those who presumably know
the Synoptic Gospels and their statements about Jesus'
birth, but he is content to record the crowd's ignorance,
which contributes to the dissension. Jesus grew up and
worked in Galilee because, as we have seen, he came
to take on man's natural external life in this world, and
Galilee was the outermost area of the Jewish settlement.
But the insistence on Bethlehem (which means "house of
bread") was because the divine love he brought was to
us the bread of life, and the insistence on descent from
David (the great king) was because he brought truth to
rule us. Those in the crowd could see only the outward
pattern of his work, and not its inner meaning and
purpose; but they picture for us the confusion in our mind
as the confrontation increases.

44 - 49 Some of them wanted to take him, but no one
laid hands on him. So the officers came to the chief
priests and the Pharisees and they said to them, "Why
did you not bring him?" The officers answered, "Never
did man speak like this man!" So the Pharisees
answered them, "Have you also been deceived? Has
anyone of the rulers or of the Pharisees believed in him?
But this crowd, which does not know the law, is
accursed."

The efforts of the Chief Priests and Pharisees to have
Jesus arrested come to nothing, because their own
officers come under the spell of Jesus' teaching. We are
aware of the same effect in our own minds when we try
to give selfishness dominance over the ways of love. We
can still see the logic of helping each other and the
attraction of neighbourly love, although our choice in life
makes us try to find a way to excuse our selfishness and
operate from it. It is noteworthy that the crowd who wish
to accept Jesus are said to be "accursed". We have
again the reaction of inner evil, which sees the truth
opposing it as a demon and a curse.

continued

50 - 53 Nicodemus (the one of them who came to Jesus
previously by night) said to them, "Surely our law does
not judge a man, unless it has first heard from him and
come to know what he does?" They answered and said
to him, "Are you also from Galilee? Search, and you will
see that no prophet arises out of Galilee." And they each
went to his own house.

We are never left alone in our selfishness, for God in his
providence constantly finds ways to stir up the contrary
power of unselfish love. We must have the opportunity to
choose the Lord's way instead of our selfishness. So
Nicodemus speaks up from within the Jewish council.
We saw his thoughts were shrouded in darkness when
he came to Jesus, and we are reminded again that he
only comes to the Lord by night, but he urges that we
consider what kind of life results from Jesus' way, as
opposed to our own. But, for the moment, the power of
evil is the stronger, and dismisses any notion that we
should judge by effects in the Galilee of our external life.

Throughout this section, we have studied the way we
undergo the assaults of evil, and battle in temptation
over whether we shall use the love of Jesus as our way
of life. We should never forget that this confrontation also
shows us the battles Jesus was fighting to give love all
power in his own life. His battles were far greater than
ours, the power of evil attacking more dreadful, the depth
of the stress unknowable to us. And yet we should never
be able to enter such battles now in our small ways,
were it not for the power of love Jesus took in his life on
earth. Our salvation depends on the power of love Jesus
brought into the truth we learn and strive to obey. Our
salvation is his presence in any truth we use to love and
serve others, and the only life we know is his gift, hard
won in bitter conflict with evil.

The last few words of this chapter may properly be
taken as the beginning of the next chapter, and we will
consider them there.

Person to Person - The Gospel of John
To be continued

We think of Thee, worship Thee, bow to Thee as the Creator of this Universe; we seek refuge in Thee, the Truth, our
only support. Thou art the Ruler, the barge in this ocean of endless births and deaths. In the name of Allah, the
beneficent, the merciful. Praise be to the Lord of the Universe who has created us and made us into tribes and
nations. Give us wisdom that we may know each other and not despise all things. We shall abide by thy Peace. And,
we shall remember the servants of God are those who walk on this earth in humility and, when we address them, we

shall say Peace Unto Us All.

Islamic Peace Prayer
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