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To outward appearance the baby that lay in the manger in Bethlehem would have looked 
just like any newborn baby. Physically there was nothing to mark Him out as special and 
unique, for He was a child like any other child. Why then should we make such a fuss 
about His birth? Other children have gone on to make a greater worldly success of their 
lives than He did. There have been greater soldiers, explorers, inventors, statesmen, and 
entrepreneurs than Jesus ever became. Yet despite the outward appearance there was 
something about Jesus that still excites awe and wonder. Two thousand years later we 
still find it necessary to mark His birth. 
 

What made the Christ Child special was His soul. Of course, we all have a soul, for 
without it we would be neither human nor alive. The soul is the presence of life within our 
inmost parts. Its nature is described in the following quotations: 
 

“Man’s internal is that which makes him human and distinguishes him from 
animals. It is by means of this internal that man lives on after death and for 
ever… men possess no life in themselves but are recipient forms of the 
Lord’s life”   Arcana Caelestia 1999:3,4 

 
In our case the soul or internal is the inmost receptacle into which God’s life first 

flows. We live not from ourselves but by receiving God’s life into our souls. In the case of 
Jesus, however, the soul was not a receptacle into which God’s life could flow, but rather 
was Jehovah God Himself. We read, “The Father’s Divine itself was His soul and life” 
True Christian Religion 82e. The Christ Child was thus the earthly embodiment of the 
Divine. The psalmist expresses it in the prophetic words, “He bowed the heavens and 
came down”  Psalm 18:9. 

 
Because God is Divine and Infinite life He could not draw near to the earth without 

destroying both it and the human race in an instant. So He wrapped Himself around with 
the successive states of heaven, from highest to lowest, rather like layers of clothing. 
These wrappings formed a protective covering so that He might come down among 
human beings without causing any injury or destruction to them. The final wrapping was 
the physical body that He put on from Mary. He was thus a child like any other child, 
except that deep within His soul was Jehovah God. 
 

Here we have the origin of the mystical attraction and power of Jesus Christ. His 
inmost being is Divine Love and Wisdom, and from them He was able to draw on a love 
of saving all people and an understanding about how to accomplish this. Within Him also 
were contained the charity and faith of all the angels of heaven. Jesus had these perfect 
Divine and heavenly resources within to strengthen His life and ministry. 
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Inside this issue: 

“He bowed the Heavens” 

Our mission is to express, share and experience with others in life an inclusive, 
non-judgmental vision of God’s kingdom 

1



With such resources to hand we may think that the life of Jesus must have been much easier than ours! In fact it 
was not so because at the same time Jesus was born with a human body and a mind full of the same hereditary evils 
that we all encounter. Unlike us it was necessary for Him to conquer every single one of them without even one failure 
or relapse. He needed to live a perfect life in order to subdue every evil of hell. It may be the case that in worldly terms 
Jesus did not live an apparently successful life, but in spiritual terms His was the greatest life ever. In Jesus God has 
become a perfect Human Being. This is the mystery, awe, and joy, which make Jesus such an attractive person. 
 

Rev Robert Gill  

(Continued from page 1) 
 

 

Sharing your Faith 

The Committee for Auxiliary Ministry hosted a ‘sharing 
your faith’ workshop at Kearsley on October 30th. 
Twenty four members attended the event which was 
facilitated by Rev Mary Duckworth and Rev Michael 
Stanley with Jan, as always our watchful time keeper. 
 

We were led into the church and sat in a circle not 
really knowing what to expect. Mary lit a candle on the 
floor in the centre of the circle and round the candle were 
scattered picture postcards. We were asked to 
concentrate on just one card which attracted us, go and 
pick it up and then explain to your neighbour what 
attracted you to the picture. I chose one depicting a sun 
set over lake Ullswater in the Lake District. Soon the two 
of us were sharing our thoughts on each of our chosen 
pictures, sometimes seeing things that the other had not 
seen. We moved to join two others then moved to others 
to form a group of six sharing and enjoying the 
experience of our pictures. Returning to the large circle 
we again SHARED with everyone there. 

 
After lunch we were all privileged to enjoy a very 

personal and emotional moment as Mary, Jan and 
Michael each separately shared their faith with us. It was 
a very special wonderful moment in our day. 

 
It was with that shared feeling that we formed four 

groups and slowly each person opened their hearts and 
talked of their faith, their church, their concerns, 
Swedenborg and his writings, living after relatives and 
friends had died. So many things to talk about and time 
just flew. 

 
The groups joined together again to discuss matters 

that had been touched upon, helped all the time by Mary 
and Michael. We even moved onto our relationships with 
other faiths and the common interest of listening to radio 
4 every morning and hearing the thought for the day 

 
Yes this was an uplifting day amongst friends, an 

experience in SHARING OUR FAITH 
 
 

David Sharrock 

THE WORD 
 
The Swedenborg Society has recently re-published The Word, i.e. the 
books of the Bible that Swedenborg considered have a continuous 
spiritual sense, in a handsome edition in a slipcase, printed and bound in 
red morocco by Cambridge University Press.  This book would make a 
splendid wedding, special anniversary or baptism gift and some churches 
may wish to replace their old altar copy. 
 
The Word retails at £40.00 (postage and packing extra) and may be 
ordered over the phone or by e-mail or by post from: 
 
The Swedenborg Society swed.soc@netmatters.co.uk 
20/21 Bloomsbury Way   
London WC1A 2TH   020 7405 7986 
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