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“I am making everything new … It is done.” Revelation 6:5-6 
 
 
These words are part of that wonderful description of the Holy City, the new Jerusalem, 
which John saw coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride beautifully 
dressed for her husband. Revelation 21 and 22 are always worth reading because of their 
inspirational quality, and the confidence they declare in the everlasting care of our Lord 
Jesus Christ over all things. How we love to sing hymns and songs drawn from these 
closing chapters of the Bible. 
 

So strong is the grip of this world of time and space that we readily make the mistake 
of seeing Biblical prophecies from a worldly point of view. Many Christians still await a 
second coming of Jesus Christ, when He will come in glory and power to establish His 
kingdom here on earth. The New Church teachings are of inestimable help in 
understanding how the Lord’s promises apply to the inner states of men and women. 
True, there is also a larger perspective which applies universally to human affairs, but 
this, too, in essence, is concerned with human spirituality rather than external conditions. 

 
On this larger canvas, the Book of Revelation tells of the great developments that 

were to take place in the spiritual world. During His life on earth, the Lord accomplished a 
major re-structuring in the spiritual world, described in just a few verses during the 
crucifixion narratives. This, of course, was an integral and vital part of His work of 
redemption, and was the outcome of the whole process of glorification. That’s a technical 
word which sums up how the Divine essence itself took on the natural-human level of 
existence which we experience, emptied it of all evil and falsity by overcoming every 
temptation that confronted Him (including death), and united it with the Divine Life itself 
Not only were the effects of that redeeming life felt in this world. The main results were in 
the spiritual world, which, after all, is the source of all the good and bad impulses that so 
affect ourselves. 

 
The Lord knew then that there would have to be a second intervention, a final 

reordering or Last Judgement, to bring about a state of complete freedom for men and 
women both in the spiritual world and here on earth. The effects would be to prevent 
spirits who had chosen a hellish lifestyle from influencing and infecting heavenly 
communities in the spiritual world. In addition, they would be prevented from affecting 
men and women in this natural dimension against their will. Furthermore, this new 
situation would enable Him to reveal so much more of the truth about our loving Creator, 
and all those so-called “mysteries of faith”, which had for so long puzzled mankind and 
often led to conflict and schism. 
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So what’s New? 

Our mission is to express, share and experience with others in life an inclusive, 
non-judgmental vision of God’s kingdom 
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This is what the Lord means when He says, “It is done.” The various New Church denominations are founded on 
the conviction that our God and Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ, the one God of heaven and earth, has kept His 
promise to come again to mankind. This is what we celebrate each June on the nearest Sunday to the 19th. I believe 
the evidence of the last 200 years strongly confirms that we are living in a new age. So far as our inner being is 
concerned, we are freer now than at any time in recorded history to draw our own informed, rational conclusions about 
our existence and its purpose. Of course, there is much in our world that concerns us: so much poverty, violence, and 
many other disorders. But the developments of these two centuries mean that these evils can no longer be hidden. 
Both as individuals and as nations, we are increasingly being held answerable for our actions, and having to choose 
whether we are for God and His way of life, or whether we prefer to go our own self-centred way. Do we want heaven 
or hell? - the 64,000 dollar question! 

 
Do re-read Revelation 21 and 22. There is a directness and urgency which is uplifting and valuable for our daily 

living. There is no need for us to be fearful or timid. The Lord has made everything new; He has created the perfect 
conditions for our inner growth into angelhood. Indeed, He will bring us into the joy of His kingdom, not at some time in 
the future but here and now, if only we will accept His offer of Divine help. He can do no more. He says to each one of 
us: “I am coming soon.” In other words, He is directly with us whenever we invite Him into our life. Let us respond daily 
by saying: “Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.” 
 

Rev Bruce Jarvis 

(Continued from page 1) 
 

Thirteen people gathered together early in May to share 
and support each other in the lovely surroundings at 
Purley Chase. Jan Millar, Gill Gordon and Rita Russell 
were our leaders and they worked really hard to make 
the weekend a real success.   
 

On the Saturday morning we looked at the healing 
miracles in Mark’s Gospel with Gill and this was 
beautifully followed by learning about Reiki Healing. This 
was led by Rita who gave a demonstration of this 
technique. It was very interesting to watch. The morning 
was rounded up with a beautiful healing circle in which 
we shared names of people/places that we wanted to 
receive healing. 

 
The early part of the afternoon was given over to the 

traditional pilgrimage to a Garden Centre where we 
browsed and then enjoyed tea in the café. During the 
latter part of the day some of our group presented 
Children’s talks and we all took part with great aplomb! 
Also then giving out constructive advice to help them 

further. Jan then challenged us to spend some time 
preparing a children’s talk to then present to the group 
the following morning.   

 
On Sunday we had a lovely Holy Supper service led 

by Ann Clarkson and this was followed by our children’s 
talk presentations. Well despite some nervousness and 
uncertainty we all managed to enter this challenge with 
style!! Those shoes, I shall never forget those shoes!! (if 
you want to know more you will have to speak to Ann!).   

 
I’d like to give a vote of thanks to Jan Millar and 

team for organising this wonderful weekend which, for 
me at any rate, gives me so much enthusiasm to 
continue to work for the church as a worship leader. I 
had a fantaaaaaaaa…..stic time!!! 
 

Gwendolen Rowe 

 

Worship Leader’s Weekend 

Since the Lord cannot show Himself in person, as has just been demonstrated, and yet He predicted that He 
would come and found a new church, which is the New Jerusalem, it follows that He will do this by means of a 
man, who can not only receive intellectually the doctrines of this church, but also publish them in print. I bear 
true witness that the Lord has shown Himself in the presence of me, His servant, and sent me to perform this 
function. After this He opened the sight of my spirit, thus admitting me to the spiritual world, and allowing me to 
see the heavens and the hells, and also to talk with angels and spirits; and this I have now been doing for many 
years without a break. Equally I assert that from the first day of my calling I have not received any instruction 
concerning the doctrines of that church from any angel, but only from the Lord, while I was reading the Word.         
True Christian Religion 779 
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More Writers wanted!                    RENEW Web Site latest 

In the April issue of Lifeline I presented a status report 
on the development of the RENEW Web Site. This short 
article describes the latest position (as at 21st May) with 
regard to the writing of the topics that provide the content 
in each of the seven main sections.  
 

The seven main sections are Meaning of Life, Life 
after Death, Symbols, Spiritual Living, Sacred Scriptures, 
Angels and Divine Nature.  

 
To provide a reasonably coverage of these different 

sections a total of 43 topics are planned to be written 
before the site is publicly launched. This is to ensure that 
a visitor to the site finds a broad range of ideas and 
information that might appeal to them and is not put off 
by finding, perhaps, a site which still appears to be in 
development. Authors for these topics have been sought 
since earlier in the year and so far 9 authors have signed 
up to produce 14 topic pages. Of these pages, 6 have 
now been agreed and 1 further draft topic is being 
considered by the Web Team. So we have about 14% 
completed, 2% in review and a further 16% awaiting 
submission.  

 

I t 

had originally been hoped to launch the site by 
Conference this year but clearly at the current rate of 
writing it is going to take some time to pull together all 
the topics needed to complete the site sufficiently for a 
public launch.  

 
If you have thought about writing for the web site but 

have so far not put your name forward or if you haven’t 
yet thought about it but are curious to know more please 
visit the RENEW Content web site at: 

 
www.btinternet.com/~alanmisson/RENEWcontent/ 

 
This temporary site provides information to potential 

authors on how to write topics for the RENEW web site 
as well as an up to date list of which topics have so far 
been selected. The 6 topics that have already been 
agreed can also be viewed so new authors can get an 
idea of the different styles and approaches existing 
authors are adopting. Please take some time to look at 
these pages and think about becoming an author for 
RENEW. 

 
 

Alan Misson 
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A London funeral director is now offering his clients a 
new service. In addition to the usual types of funeral - 
interment, cremation, and burial at sea - one can now 
choose another alternative. For the sum of $33,000, paid 
in advance, a person can opt to be placed in a deep 
freezer. After death their body will be rapidly cooled 
down, it will then be put into a refrigerated unit and 
transported to the United States of America. Once there 
it will be preserved in a deeply frozen state along with 
many others. It almost seems to be the modern 
equivalent of the ancient Egyptian art of mummification. 
 

This service is offered in the hope that future 
advances in medical science will eventually enable the 
person's body to be resuscitated and cured of the 
condition which brought about its death. There are 
already clients paying good money for this service. They 
seriously entertain the hope that their physical body will 
be restored from death to full and healthy life. The 
service certainly gives a new view of eternal life! 

 
One can imagine that some people would cling to 

the hope that the process could be repeated many times 
over. Why stop at one resuscitation? The body having 
been brought back to life once, and having lived for 
some more years, would eventually die again; perhaps it 
could then be popped into the freezer a second time until 
medical science has advanced sufficiently to give them a 
third shot at life. Some people find the idea appealing, 
and are willing to part with good money in order to 
pursue it. However, I am afraid that the whole story 
reveals a very sad picture of ignorance concerning the 
nature of life and the spiritual character of human beings. 

 
Anyone who has read Emanuel Swedenborg's great 

book "Heaven and Hell" knows that deep freezing is not 
the secret of eternal life. A few short quotations from this 
wonderful work give us a far more rational view of life 
beyond death; indeed, they present us with an altogether 
happier prospect than lying in a deep freeze for years on 
end! Let us hear a little of what the book has to teach us: 
 

"When someone's body can no longer perform 
its functions in the natural world… then we say 
that the individual has died… The person, 
though has not died at all… The essential 
person is still alive because we are not people 
because of our bodies but because of our 
spirits."   Heaven & Hell 445 

 
This passage tells us that we do not draw our life 

from our body. The centre of our life is in our spirit, and 
the body is only the outer clothing of the spirit. When 
material clothing grows old and is no longer fit to wear, 
we put it off and replace it with new. Equally when the 
physical body grows old or diseased it is put off in order 
to be replaced with a new body. The secret of eternal life 
is not to be found in trying to keep the old body going, 
but rather in the continued existence of the spirit. After 
death the spirit is withdrawn from the body, as is clear 

from the following passage from Heaven and Hell: 
 

"The deepest communication of our spirit is 
with our breathing and our heartbeat… 
Consequently, when these two motions in the 
body cease there is an immediate separation… 
After this separation, our spirit stays in our 
body briefly, but not after the complete 
stoppage of the heart. The moment it does 
stop we are awakened… Being awakened 
means having our spirit led out of our body and 
into the spiritual world."      Heaven & Hell 447 

 
Once we learn these things we begin to see that 

there is no future for us in trying to preserve our physical 
body by deep freezing. If at some future time the body 
was resuscitated, there would be no living person in it, 
for that person would now be alive in the spiritual world. 
Indeed, the probable psychological stresses of coming 
back to a much changed world, where we don't know 
anyone, make the prospect of physical resuscitation an 
almost frightening thing to contemplate. How much 
happier is the spiritual resurrection taught by Heaven 
and Hell: 
 

"When we enter the spiritual world or our life 
after death, we are in a body as we were in this 
world. There seems to be no difference since 
we do not feel or see any difference."  
Heaven & Hell 461 
 
"As soon as we arrive in the other life, we are 
all recognised by our friends and relatives and 
by people we have known in one way or 
another. Further, we talk with each other and 
continue to see each other in keeping with our 
friendship in the world. I have heard many 
people who had just come from the world 
overjoyed to see their friends again, and their 
friends overjoyed that they had arrived." 
Heaven & Hell 494 

 
When the body dies it is time to move on to the next 

world. It is not the health of our physical body that is the 
key to a happy eternal life, but rather the health of our 
spirit. There is nothing more important for people to 
know than the truth that they are spiritual beings, and 
that they should be giving their spirit the same attention 
that they lavish upon their physical bodies. 

 
The people who spend $33,000 on being frozen at 

death are not to be condemned or derided. They have 
recognised that life is important and they are searching 
for that fullness of life spoken of by Jesus, "I have come 
that they may have life, and that they may have it more 
abundantly" John 10:10. In his Second Coming the Lord 
has shown us the nature of that abundant life; it is 
spiritual life from him and it lasts for ever. 
 

(Continued on page 5) 

More abundantly 
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The Writings and the 4 Minute Mile 

Fifty years ago it was a chilly and windy day in Oxford on 
the 6th May 1954 when six athletes came together for the 
annual competition between the Oxford University 
Athletics Club and the Amateur Athletic Association at 
the Iffley Road Athletic Ground. The AAA was 
represented by Roger Bannister, Chris Chataway, Chris 
Brasher and Bill Hulatt. For Oxford there was George 
Dole (an American Rhodes scholar from Yale) and Alan 
Gordon. 
 

The film newsreel of the time shows that George 
Dole led the group for just a few strides before Chris 
Brasher took over as pacemaker. Brasher soon became 
exhausted leaving Chataway to sprint into the lead 
pushing Bannister forward until he, as planned, took the 
lead for the final distance completing the four minute 
mile in 3 minutes, fifty nine and four tenth seconds. 
Roger Bannister thus passed into the history books as 
the first person to run a mile in under 4 minutes. 

 
But what of George Dole? George had achieved a 

BA in Greek and Latin at Yale and was in Oxford on a 
Rhodes Scholarship studying for an MA in Hebrew. On 
his return to the States he also gained a PhD in 
Assyriology from Harvard. But what is the connection 
between the Writings and the 4 Minute Mile?  

 
George was born in Fryeburg, Maine in 1931 to Rev 

Louis and Mrs Anita Dole. Louis Dole was the minister of 
the local Swedenborgian Church and his mother is 
perhaps best remembered as the author of the ‘Dole 
Notes’, a comprehensive series of books for Sunday 
School teachers and other students of the Word and the 
Writings. 

 
On his return to the States from Oxford, George Dole 

trained for the ministry and was ordained in 1960. He 
became assistant pastor and then pastor of the 
Cambridge, Massachusetts Swedenborg Chapel which 
is adjacent to Harvard University. Later he became a 
faculty member of the Swedenborgian School of Religion 
and a Director of the Swedenborg Foundation. 

Most recently Rev Dr George Dole has been heavily 
involved in translating the Writings for the ‘New Century 
Edition’ translations on behalf of the Swedenborg 
Foundation. Here is a short extract from his translation of 
Heaven and Hell (paragraph 2): 
 

First and foremost, we need to know who the 
God of heaven is, since everything else depends 
on this. Throughout the whole of heaven, no one 
is acknowledged as God of heaven except the 
Lord. Angels say what he himself taught, namely 
that he is one with the Father, that the Father is in 
him and he in the Father, that anyone who sees 
him sees the Father, and that everything holy 
emanates from him (John 10:30, 38; 14:9–
11;16:13–15). I have often talked with angels 
about this, and their consistent testimony has 
been that in heaven they cannot divide the Divine 
into three because they both know and perceive 
that the Divine is one and that this “one” is in the 
Lord. They have also told me that when people 
arrive from earth with the idea of three divine 
beings they cannot be admitted to heaven. This is 
because their thinking vacillates between one 
opinion and the other, and in heaven they are not 
allowed to think “three” and say “one.” 

 
 
If you would like to find out more about George Dole’s 
passionate interest in the Writings over the 50 years 
since he was involved in the 4 minute mile then visit 
www.gfdole.org  It is a fascinating web site full of 
interesting articles, sermons and multimedia 
presentations as well as his personal history. 
 

Alan Misson 

There are so many people in the world around us who are searching for this abundant life. Yet they are in 
ignorance of its source and nature. They know only this world and they think of happiness only in terms of the physical 
body. It is to such people that the Lord is speaking in the Heavenly Doctrines of the New Church. We are greatly 
blessed in being custodians of this treasure of spiritual truth. It is our mission in this Association to proclaim the great 
message that we are spiritual beings, and that an eternal life filled with friendship, love, peace, and joy is possible for 
everyone. Let us spare no effort in our task for the Lord, for, "The harvest truly is plentiful, but the labourers are few" 
Matthew 9:37. 
 

Rev Robert A Gill 
 

Chairman's Address to The Scottish Association of the New Church 2001 
 

(Continued from page 4) 
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Person to Person - The Gospel of John 
This is the twenty third part of the serialisation of the late Rev Paul Vickers’ commentary on the Gospel of John.  
Paul commenced his work with the following words: 
 

“It seems incredible to say that we could form part of a group learning from a disciple who 
walked and talked with Jesus Christ, and yet that is the opportunity John's gospel opens up.” 

JESUS IN JOHN'S GOSPEL 
 
CHAPETR TEN 
 
THE GOOD SHEPHERD  continued 
 
 
17 - 18 "For the Father loves me because I lay down my 
life, that I may take it again. No one takes it from me, but 
I lay it down of myself. I have power to lay it down and I 
have power to take it again. This commandment I 
received from my Father." 
 
God's purpose in the world in Jesus is expressed here. 
He came into the world to take on all the evils that 
mankind had generated down the ages. He inherited 
through Mary all the possible evils and distortions that 
men and women had made. As he became aware of 
them in growing from infancy into manhood, he never 
accepted any of that evil. Step by step through his life he 
recognized these evils and in the stress of temptation he 
put them off in the power of his own divine life. And he 
put on in their place all the truly human nature of 
mankind, all the love and understanding that came from 
the divine life of God within him. When we are saved and 
a similar change takes place in us, we choose to let it 
happen, but the life that does the work is that of Jesus 
working in us. But in Jesus, all of this he did in the power 
of his own divine life. He was "God with us". He had 
power to put off the evil which mankind inherits and he 
had power to put on the divine life within him. He had to 
wrestle in temptation and choose the true way, just as 
we do, but he did it in his own divine power, and so filled 
human life with the love of God to offer salvation to us 
all. This was 'his father's command', God's purpose in 
his coming in Jesus. 
 
19 - 21 So again there was a division among the Jews 
because of these words. And many of them said, "He 
has a demon and is mad. Why do you listen to him?" 
Others said, "These sayings are not those of someone 
possessed by a demon. Is a demon able to open the 
eyes of the blind?" 
 
Once more we have divided counsels among the Jews, 
which images the way our evil reacts to Jesus. We can 
see in our own minds how selfishness grabs at any way 
to discredit truth and destroy what is good. On the one 
hand, the ploy is to dismiss all the effects of truth by 
asserting that it is just a mad useless way to tackle life. 
But deeper evil sees more deeply that you cannot 
dismiss in this way the new vision which puts life in its 
true perspective. More subtle attacks from lusts and evil 

desires will be needed to attack it because it has 
"opened our eyes" to new visions of truth. 
 
22 - 23 And it was the Feast of Dedication at Jerusalem, 
and it was winter. And Jesus was walking in the temple 
in Solomon's Porch. 
 
The Feast of Dedication was instituted by Judas 
Maccabaeus to commemorate the cleansing of the 
Temple after Antiochus Epiphanes had defiled it (1 
Maccabees 4:36-59, 2 Maccabees 10:1-8). The feast fell 
at the winter solstice, and could be observed anywhere; 
it just happened that Jesus was in Jerusalem at the time. 
However, it gives us an idea of the way John taught the 
group around him, for he brings in now sayings on the 
shepherd and his sheep which he remembers Jesus 
gave at that time. Clearly discussion of ideas is the basis 
of this gospel. Solomon's Porch was a cloister on the 
east side of the temple, presumably built on remnants of 
Solomon's temple. Here Jesus could teach under cover 
in the winter weather. This mention of winter makes a 
fitting scene for the argument with the Jews which 
follows, for evil leaves us cold to all the warmth of Jesus' 
love which we could receive. 
 
24 - 26 So the Jews gathered round him and said to him, 
"How long will you keep our soul in suspense? If you are 
the Christ, tell us clearly". Jesus answered them, "I told 
you, and you do not believe. The works that I do in the 
name of my Father bear witness about me. But you do 
not believe because you are not of my sheep. as I said 
to you". 
 
Again the Jews appear to be questioning Jesus so that 
they can believe in him; but we have to remember that in 
this gospel the name is not used of the people as a 
whole, but of those Jews who rejected Jesus. They show 
in parable how our evil reacts to Jesus' efforts to save 
us. Their constant questioning is only to sow doubt and 
they have no intention of being convinced, as Jesus tells 
them. We are always able to choose to reject our selfish 
wanting, but until we do that Jesus has no way to 
convince us of our need of him. He is not going to take 
over our mind; he wants a mutual relationship with us 
and, until we abandon at least some small part of our 
selfish planning and wanting, he cannot get into us to 
help us. It needs some thought and effort for others for a 
"sheep" to follow Jesus to give him a chance to become 
our good shepherd. 
 
 
27 - 29 "My sheep hear my voice, and I know them and 

(Continued on page 7) 
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they follow me. And I give them eternal life and they will 
never ever perish, nor will anyone take them out of my 
hand. My Father who has given them to me is greater 
than all, and no one is able to snatch them out of my 
Father's hand. 
 
We tend to think only of the natural life and death of the 
body, but life and death of the spirit are far more 
important. Our body enables us to live as though from 
ourselves. Its real purpose is to give us an existence in 
which we can choose whether to receive God's life of 
loving others. Its death merely marks the time when that 
opportunity is fulfilled, and what we have chosen can be 
developed in the life after death. If we choose to take 
only for ourselves, we kill all the possibilities of being 
truly human and become a dead soul buried in our self. If 
we choose to accept the life that comes from Jesus, then 
that way of loving and serving can develop eternally, 
here and hereafter. Such "eternal life" works from the 
love and compassion Jesus brought into human life, and 
it can never have an end. We can never be separated 
from that power if we choose to let it live in us; we shall 
always be 'in the hand of Jesus'. The power of God 
came in Jesus, and so in effect God's hand is holding us 
and his power of love is working in us, and nothing can 
prevent that. 
 

The statement here that 'the Father gives those who 
are saved into the hand of Jesus' has led to the mistaken 
idea that some are predestined by God to be saved by 
Jesus. Such ideas are bolstered up by the sharp way in 
which John's Gospel distinguishes 'the Jews' as evil and 
'the sheep' as good, as though they had no choice in the 
matter. But once you see that it is God's life that works in 
Jesus there is no question of God selecting certain 
persons to be saved; that one life becomes the source of 
salvation. Then the constant calls to cease to be evil and 
to follow Jesus remind us of our need to choose his life 
and reject our selfishness, to choose to be one of 'the 
sheep' and not to be one of 'the Jews'. None of us is 
predestined to anything, except in the sense that God's 
whole effort is to give us the gift of his loving life and so 
is striving to bring us into heaven if only we will choose 
his way. 
 
30 - 38 "I and my Father are one." Therefore the Jews 
took up stones again to stone him. Jesus answered 
them, "I showed you many good works from my Father. 
For which of them do you stone me?" The Jews 
answered him, "We do not stone you for a good work but 
for blasphemy, and because you, being a man, make 
yourself God". Jesus answered them, "Is it not written in 
your law, 'I said you are gods'? If he called them 'gods' to 
whom the word of God came (and the Scripture cannot 
be broken) do you say of him whom the Father made 
holy and sent into the world, 'You blaspheme', because I 
said I am the son of God? If I do not the works of my 
Father, do not believe me; but if I do them, even if you 

do not believe me, believe the works, so that you can 
perceive and believe ''that the Father is in me and I in 
him". 
 
Jesus' assertion here, "I and the Father are one" drives 
home the point we saw in considering the last verses. 
But here it becomes a claim for which the Jews want to 
kill him. We need to realize how fundamental is this 
conflict between God's way of loving and giving, and our 
own evil self that wants to do nothing that will not bring 
power and satisfaction to our self. To admit that God's 
life can work in our world is utter blasphemy to our evil. 
Any such claim must be wiped out before it can disturb 
our self. We have seen before that the stones of truth 
which can build and protect our good life become 
weapons to destroy others when we use them to argue 
for our own desires. They can be used to destroy the 
very presence of Jesus in our life. But Jesus seeks to 
use even this direct confrontation with our evil to find a 
way to lead us back to him. 
 

He turns aside their accusation with an argument 
that is typical of the way the rabbis used the Scripture. 
Psalm 82 speaks of God as judge, and typifies earthly 
judges appointed in his name as being "gods", since 
they fulfill his office. In Exodus 21:6 and 22:8 the term 
"God" is used where a judge so appointed must be 
acting. Since this was accepted usage, Jesus' assertion 
that he was "the son of God" could not be blasphemous. 
To us, such an argument is artificial, but it was valid in 
Jewish eyes. Perhaps there is a lesson for us to learn 
here, for Jesus talks to the Jews in their accustomed 
way and uses arguments they would use. If we are to 
help anyone to the truth, we need to begin from where 
they are and lead in their language to newer things. 
There is no point in using vision that is not yet available 
to them. 

 
In a deeper sense the argument is true, for the Jews 

were contesting the idea that God could act into his 
world, whereas Jesus can show that he always had done 
so, and was doing so now in fullness through Jesus. He 
urges them, if they cannot grasp the meaning of his 
coming, to look at the good works he is doing, which 
they cannot deny. His is not just an appeal to the actions 
of healing and the like. Any work done is meaningless 
without the affection behind it which does the work. The 
works of Jesus, though only done in one place and time, 
manifested the love of God and made men and women 
aware of his infinite compassion for them. It was this love 
that the Jews would be able to accept if they believed in 
his works. 

 
 
 

 
 
39 - 42 So they sought again to seize him, and he went 

(Continued from page 6) 
 

(Continued on page 8) 

               continued 
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Person to Person - The Gospel of John            continued 

away out of their hand and went again beyond the 
Jordan to the place where John first baptized. And he 
stayed there. And many came to him and said, "John, 
indeed, did no sign, but all John said about this man was 
true". And many believed in him there. 
 
There is no indication that Jesus' escape from them was 
in any way miraculous. There was a continuous effort to 
stop his work, but his arrest may well have been 
prevented by the interested crowds and the presence of 
disciples. He goes back again to the area on the other 
side of the lower Jordan; in Perea he was beyond the 
jurisdiction of Jerusalem. Again we have an echo of John 
Baptist's work. The disciple John had been one of the 
Baptist's disciples, and is well aware of how important 
his work was as a forerunner of Jesus. 
 

There is a spiritual reason why John Baptist should 

be recalled at this point. Throughout this chapter, Jesus 
has been driving home the message that we have to 
choose to open the door, to follow the good shepherd, to 
believe in the works of Jesus whilst he on his part will be 
at the door, calling the sheep, doing the works. The call 
of John Baptist is that which awakens us to our need to 
change what we choose to do with our lives. No "sign" 
results from this, for we cannot generate the power of 
love; we can only choose to let it work. But our effort to 
turn to the Lord's way enables him to do all that was 
promised at our repentance. All that John said about the 
power of Jesus in our life will come true. 
 

Person to Person - The Gospel of John 
To be continued 

 

(Continued from page 7) 

Womens League Benevolent Fund Annual Meeting 
Rev Leslie Chambers and Rev Michael Stanley were 
among the nineteen friends attending the Annual 
General meeting of the Benevolent Fund on May 8th at 
the Accrington Church. The afternoon began with a 
service arranged and conducted by Mrs Thelma Wilson, 
who took for her theme “Reflections on a Journey”, Mrs 
Sandra Thomas played for the hymns. 
 

Our President, Miss Susan Howarth, chaired the 
meeting which started with a minutes silence in memory 
of friends who had passed into the spiritual world since 
the last meeting. 

 
In her address, the President spoke of the decline in 

the numbers in the various leagues, but congratulated 
those, who despite everything were still attracting new 
members. Sometimes it seems an uphill struggle but we 
must have faith in the future. 

 
Apologies were received from many friends in this 

country and Australia who could not attend. 
 
Following the Secretary’s report the Treasurer 

presented the balance sheet which showed a deficit in 
expenditure over income of £1671, due mainly to two 
large grants being made during the year and the 
committee were advised to keep more money in the 
current account, and so avoid future deficits. 

Next came the election of officers and committee 

and Mrs Christine Sagar was nominated to serve on the 
committee. The following were re-elected: 
 

Secretary    Mrs M Liversedge 
Treasurer   Mrs V Clayton 
Ass. Treasurer  Mrs A Walton 
Committee   Mrs N Thomas 
   Mrs B Stanley 
   Mrs J Hoyle 

 
 

 
 

Thanks were expressed to Mrs Thelma 
Wilson for a beautiful opening service and to 
Mrs Sandra Thomas for the music. Following 
the benediction from Rev Leslie Chambers tea 
was served by the Accrington ladies. 
 

May Liversedge 
Secretary 

Geoff Cunningham’s telephone number is 01206 825369 and not as printed in the last issue of Lifeline 
 
Madeleine Taylor has a new email address: madeleinetaylor@btinternet.com 
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I went to see the film ‘The Passion of Christ’ near Easter 
and I still cannot stop thinking about it. Of course movie 
companies played audiences by releasing it just before 
Holy Week, but the film would be a success whenever 
released. 
 

As I work at a Catholic school the film was discussed 
extensively before we went as a staff to form our own 
opinions. All I and heard was that the film was 
unnecessarily violent and gory. I can’t deny it is violent 
and certainly, Christ’s physical suffering is more than 
implied. But these were violent times. For someone to 
‘invent’ crucifixion in the first place infers a time when 
maximum pain was the main objective before a criminal 
died. 

 
In the Bible we are told ‘the soldiers whipped and 

stripped Jesus.’ So the Director, Mel Gibson, is not 
making this up. I sat there wishing there might be a 
different ending, knowing there could not be. 

 
The film not only portrayed the suffering of Christ but 

also those around Him. From Simon the Cyrenean to His 
mother Mary. She was not depicted as a wailing woman 
but a mother of great strength, dignity and love who 
accepted what was happening to her Son but saw 
nothing gained by blaming the soldiers or the law.  

 
There is a moment when Mary is deciding whether to 

follow Jesus on His hellish walk to Golgotha or look the 
other way. She remembers a moment when, as a boy, 
Jesus stumbled and she ran to Him without hesitation. A 
moment to which any mother or child can relate. The 

understanding between Jesus and Mary was incredibly 
deep. He looked to her at His lowest times needing her 
reassurance and strength, and she knew He would 
never give up. 

 
Never before had I felt the horror and shame felt by 

Peter as he denied the Lord the third time and then 
remembered a previous conversation when he promised 
his Lord that he would be with Him ‘til death. And Judas. 
The torment and hell raging in his head was very 
effective in the film. He tried to run away to be rid of the 
demons in him and found only one escape. I think 
everyone felt desperately sorry for him, but could 
understand some of the temptation and guilt with which 
he ended his life. 

 
As Jesus is removed from the cross and held by 

Mary, she looks directly out of the scene into the 
viewers’ eyes. The moment almost took my breath away. 
In one deflated look she is saying “You have all done 
this.” 

 
Christ rises at the end of the film. And if I didn’t know 

what happens next, it is so cleverly done I would want to 
read more. It is well worth seeing “The Passion of Christ” 
if only to have an opinion. If I had no faith I think I would 
feel moved to ask myself why not? I felt bereft and 
deeply sad, but so much more appreciative of why Jesus 
didn’t save Himself, but saved us all instead. 

 
 

Nessie Sutton 

The Passion of Christ 

 
The Governing Council are moving forward the plans for Purley Chase 
in a professional and businesslike manner. At their recent meeting held 
on 14th/15th May the Architectural Feasibility Study brief was reviewed 
and accepted and a decision made to appoint Architects who would 
work to this brief. In view of the importance of making accommodation 
changes at Purley that will meet the needs of a wide range of users a 
Marketing Consultant is to be appointed to review the requirements for 
this aspect of the development. Because of the scope and scale of the 
potential development the Council also agreed that a Project Manager 
should be appointed at the appropriate time. 
 
 
With the planning work for Purley at such a critical stage time will be 

allocated at the Annual Meeting for a presentation and discussion on the proposals and their financial implications. 
This will lead to a Motion which will seek agreement in principle to go forward with the plans for Purley subject of 
course to all planning and site constraints and the organisation's ability to finance the development. 

 
The Council would like to hear your views and opinions on the proposals for Purley Chase. Such views or opinions 
should be sent to: 
  Michael Hindley, Chief Executive of the General Conference of the New Church 
  59 Campernell Close, Brightlingsea, Colchester, Essex CO7 0TB 
  by email to michael.hindley@generalconference.org.uk or by telephoning him on 01206 303800 

9



News from the Churches 
Bradford 
 
We celebrated 80 years of worship with a service of music and memories 
held on 28th March. Carrie’s beautiful singing was much appreciated and 
since the congregation sang no less than eleven favourite hymns and 
choruses we also gave our vocal chords a good work out. Jonathan 
Armitage, Rev Chris Jackson, Mary Burnley and Jan Millar all spoke about 
their involvement with the Bradford church and the part it has played in 
their lives. Through the happiest and saddest of times the fellowship and 
love among the congregation has been there to share the joys and to offer 
support when needed, although these are only four individuals many of 
the congregation have similar experiences of the love of the Lord being 
shown by practical and sensitive caring through other people. Come back 
in 20 years as another generation celebrate the centenary! 
 
From the Bradford Newsletter 

Chester 
 
How lovely the church garden looked for Easter, with its array of beautiful flowering trees in all shades of pink, set 
against the green of hedge and grass kept in great shape by Ray. As I write it is still a breathtaking sight. On Good 
Friday we came past the trees to find indoors the church garlanded with flowers in spring shades of yellow and white, 
arranged by Dot so skillfully. We were soothed and ready for Norman’s uplifting sermon. 
 

The congregation was small, but on Easter Sunday the church was full for the monthly Family Service, where 
parents chose to take Communion and children were blessed by Norman. Grace distributed Easter eggs - a gift from 
Sunday Seekers - very gracefully! - and with a wide smile. After the Service we welcomed old and new friends for a 
celebratory lunch: a bring-your-own shared meal, and what a spread! 

 
We all left with flowers, satisfied tummies, eggs, and the message ‘God is with us’ to give us courage to face 

whatever life may bring. 
 
From the Chester Newsletter 

Accrington 
 
The Sunday Circle (A monthly group held on Sunday afternoon) 
 
We always sit in a circle and our new name was suggested by our speaker and voted on by the class, so it was fitting 
when the Rev Mary Duckworth came to take our April meeting, that the subject she had chosen on which to address 
us was the circle. 
 

Mary had put an organza scarf on the floor in the middle of our circle, upon which she place a large candle. In her 
introduction our President Mrs Audrey Walton, remarked that it was the first time we had had a candle and how 
intriguing it all was. What followed proved to be more of a compelling experience. The candle was lit and Mary told us 
the Celtic mind had a wonderful respect for the mystery of the circle and the spiral, she pointed to light the candle 
gave out and the light in Celtic consciousness is a penumbral light. 

 
The world of the soul is secret as is the circle of your own soul and there is a wonderful welcome within we were 

told. As we pointed to the light we were reminded that the Lord is the light of the world and is our light and to the 
accompaniment of words and music we proclaimed that the Lords love is open to us, just as the circle is open, having 
no beginning and no end, and as we embrace the Lords love, it changes us and we pass on our love and friendship to 
others. This was quite an experience and we all came away feeling different and with much to think about. Thank you 
Mary for guiding us through it and for all the love and preparation which you had done on our behalf. 

 
From the Accrington Newsletter 
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News from the Churches       continued 

Bournemouth 
 

Visit us on line! 
 
Seeing our website available for all, at last, was an 
exciting moment for which I thank the Lord. I hope he was 
in the creation of it and that it will help his work in some 
small way. We thank Peter, my son, who made this 
possible by his gift of design and technological expertise. 
 

With the vision statement in mind and our reputation 
as a friendly church, the emphasis is on inclusiveness and 
usefulness. The intention is to introduce ourselves to the 
seeker so the language is simple, the ideas brief and clear 
with few words on a page. Pastel colours are inviting; 
pictures are colourful and purposeful; people are of all 
ages and smiling. Above all the Creator is portrayed as 
loving and caring. 
 

A huge poster is now going up outside the church –  
 
Visit us at www.bournemouthnewchurch.org.uk   

 
The questions in our minds are:  “What image are we really presenting?”  “Is it the one we intend to present?”

             “Will the website fulfil a use?”    “Will it appeal to people?” 
 
Please visit us on line when you can. What do you feel? Please let us know.                         

 
Judith Wilson   

 

From the Conference Recorder    

I approached my first Governing Council meeting last 
November with a certain amount of anxiety. That was 
totally unnecessary of course as I received a great 
welcome and now, three meetings later, I feel very much 
at home. My role is to listen, summarise and record 
decisions. I cannot speak. That is hard at times but a 
very good discipline! There are, of course, social times 
when I can talk and they are really good times for us all. I 
am asked: do I enjoy the work of Conference Recorder? 
The answer is yes. It is very good to be involved and 
included. It is fascinating to observe and I get to go to 
the Executive meetings too! 
 

I observe that the Governing Council has a huge 
agenda which it approaches formally, responsibly and 
thoughtfully. There are many difficult decisions – an 
increasing number I sense – and each is given 
thoughtful, caring consideration. Often there is no 
answer, or a difficult answer. Decisions are not made 
lightly.  

 
The last meeting began with a general discussion on 

the over-riding needs of the church. It is relatively easy 
to say what is needed – more difficult to deliver the 
needs as the Council tries to do. The shortage of human 

resources was identified again and again. A positive 
decision was made – to ensure a focused use of 
resources within churches at local level with the other 
emphases being web development, the College and 
Purley Chase. 

 
Did you know that a charity like ours has to be run 

like a business in many ways? The legal requirement 
demands procedures for everything from health and 
safety to disclosure plans and grievances. We need 
hand books and job descriptions and line managers. We 
need many policies and strategies. The tax man, vat 
man and charity commissioners are all interested in us. 
Charity legislation is a minefield, and the officers of the 
church are calmly (mostly) and competently (always) 
leading us through it. It takes time and deliberation. 
Hopefully once Conference is complying fully with the 
law, the law won’t change! 

 
There was cause for rejoicing and thanks – three 

ordinations will take place this year – a delight and a joy. 
The AGM entitled ‘relationships’ is well subscribed with 
planning (and there is lots of that) on schedule. Two web 
sites are developing well and will be demonstrated at the 

(Continued on page 12) 
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