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September 2004 

Number 326 

Conference 2004 took place between the 26th and 30th July 2004 at High Leigh 
Conference Centre, Hoddesdon, Hertfordshire. The theme of this years Conference was 
‘Relationships’ and this theme was present in the many small and large scale services of 
worships, in the keynote speech, in presentations on all sorts of topics and in the general 
atmosphere of the whole week. 
 

In this issue and the following one for September there will be brief reports of what 
took place together with key presentations and a range of pictures of people and key 
events laid out in roughly the order in which they took place.  
 
Monday 26th July 2004 
 
Monday’s programme commenced with the singing of the roll and a welcome from the 
Chairman in the early afternoon. This was followed by a joyful opening service led by Rev 
Gill Gordon on the theme of relationships in the life of David, both good and bad. After a 
break for tea there was time to reflect on the passing into the spiritual world of a number 
of members since last Conference and to receive messages of greetings from individuals 
and other organisations around the world. And then onto the Extraordinary General 
Meeting. This special meeting had been called to make a number of changes to the 
Articles of Association. Of these perhaps the key one for many people was the change 
from using the word ‘Trustee’ to using the term ‘Honorary Life Member’. Although the 
term ‘Trustee’ has been used for many years the word is now used technically and legally 
to refer to those people responsible to the Charity Commission for the proper running of 
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Conference, that is, the members of the Governing Council. All the resolutions were approved without problem and 
so later on in Conference two new ‘Honorary Life Members’ were appointed. 
 

After the evening meal there was a presentation by Zoë Brooks on the issue of Voting Eligibility. Zoë has 
continued to lead the work of the Management Structures Team which has considered the question of voting 
eligibility in the light of the differing views expressed at last year’s Conference. She presented proposals to extend 
the voting representation of people belonging to societies and to introduce a new ‘Private Member’ category of voting 
representative with specific limitations. This presentation was well received and it is now likely that detailed proposals 
will be presented at a special EGM, probably at the 2005 Conference.   

 
Monday concluded with Vespers led by Pauline Grimshaw which reflected on the relationships between Samuel, 

Eli and the Lord. 
 
 
 
Tuesday 27th July 2004 
 
The Choir began the day, bright and early before breakfast, with a rehearsal and then after breakfast everyone 
assembled for the Holy Supper Service. This was arranged in a more traditional style than last year with Rev Alan 
Lewin leading worship and administering the Holy 
Supper assisted by Rev Norman Ryder and Rev 
Leslie Chambers. During the service Laurie Turley 
played the piano and sang one of her own 
compositions on a theme from the Book of Revelation.  
 
Alan’s address on a theme from Ezekiel is printed 
below. 
 
 
 
Ezekiel 
 
And He said to me, “Son of man, stand on your feet, 
and I will speak to you.” (Ezekiel 2:1) The heavens 
had been opened for Ezekiel and he was experiencing 
a wonderful, fiery vision with winged creatures, huge 
moving wheels with eyes and a man on a throne 
surrounded by bright colours and fire. This, we are 
told, ‘was the appearance of the likeness of the glory 
of the Lord.’ (Ezekiel 1:28) Ezekiel then fell on his face 
and heard a voice saying, “Son of man, stand on your 
feet, and I will speak to you.” 
 
The heavens have been opened for the Lord’s New 
Church. Its vision of the glory of the Lord is the Holy 
City New Jerusalem coming down from God out of 
heaven and the vision is realised in the Writings of the New Church. 
 

The Lord invites each of us to come into His New Church and be a Son of man today. Those who desire truth 
from the Word in order that the Lord, in His Divine Human, can come into their lives of love in the Lord and charity 
towards the neighbour are the Sons of man for the Lord’s New Church. It does need to be said that whatever makes 
up the Son of man in a person will be the Lord’s and will be from the Lord alone, it will be nothing from any person or 
any angel. We read, by ‘the son of man’ (is signified] truth from good, in the supreme sense the Divine truth 
proceeding from the Lord (Arcana Caelestia 8902:4) and, ‘the Son of man’ denotes the Lord in respect to the truths 
of the church; (AC 9295:4) 
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Conference 2004                       Tuesday 27th July continued         

 
While we live in this natural world one way to think of the ‘Son of man’ is as truths of the church originating in 

Divine Truth which is the Word. When we try to live those truths we learn from the Word, because we have an 
affection for them, then, spiritually, the Lord is able to bring us into a Son of man state. This state is the church within 
us as we live in the natural world. 
 

Living in this natural world of appearances where we are open to the influence of the hells there will be times 
when we allow something of self and something of a worldly nature to enter into this Son of man state. We will 
misunderstand and we will get things wrong when we do not see the truth from the Word properly. The Lord knows 
this and it is why He said, “And whoever says a word against the Son of Man, it shall be forgiven him.” (Matthew 
12:32) Given that we are likely to ‘say a word against the Son of Man’ from time to time how can we try to avoid this 
and how can we allow the Lord to enable us to recognise it when we do? We can, only, keep going to His Word. 
 

The Writings tell us: the acknowledgement of the Lord, faith in Him, and love to Him, are the way to heaven; and 
the Word is what teaches the way: whence it is, that without the Lord, by means of the Word, there is no salvation. 
(Last Judgement 55:3) and man is taught by the Lord by means of the Word, and by doctrine and preaching from the 
Word, and thus immediately from Himself alone (Divine Providence 171) 
 

Thus it is, in the work Apocalypse Explained, that the Lord warns us to be careful, He tells us that, it is not sin and 
blasphemy to interpret the Word according to appearances, provided that principles are not formed from them, and 
confirmed to the destruction of Divine truth in its true sense (AE 778: 7) 
 

We need to remember that this natural world is only a world of appearances. If we allow current ideas and trends 
popular in the world to determine church doctrine and if we then go to the Word and use it to confirm these 
appearances then we are going past the stage of ‘saying a word against the Son of Man.’ We need to make sure we 
are not becoming impudent and stubborn or even rebellious as Ezekiel’s prophecy tells us the children of Israel had. 
 

As individuals and as an organised church we do need to examine what we are doing and what we feel we are 
called to do in the light of the Word the Lord has revealed to us. Although the Lord will forgive us the errors we make 
when we interpret the Word according to appearances, He wants far more from us and therefore He says to his New 
Church, “Son of man, stand on your feet and I will speak to you.” 
 

Apocalypse Revealed (366) tells us that to stand before God is to hear and to do the things He commands. 
Apocalypse Explained (687:17) tells us that, to stand before Him denotes to have regard for and to understand what 
He wills. When we understand what the Lord wills then He is speaking to us because whatever the Lord speaks He 
wills. (AC 3037) 
 

That is why the Lord calls us both as individual people and as an organised church, to go to His Word where He 
can reveal His will to us through the truths we read and hear. These truths will challenge and change our lives.  
“Either make the tree good, and its fruit good, or make the tree bad and its fruit bad; for from the fruit the tree is 
known.” (Matt 12:33) 
 

As individuals and, I think as a church organisation we do need to work on our regeneration if we truly want to 
serve the Lord. If we really chose to concentrate on this the Lord would be able to begin to show us what it is He 
wants us to do for His New Church. This is because as we work on our externals He is already working with us at an 
internal level. This means the Lord can bring those externals into a living connection with the internals: the natural 
begins to correspond to the spiritual and the Holy City New Jerusalem can come down from heaven. 

 
May we, as Ezekiel, did hear and respond to that voice which says, 

 
“Son of man, stand on your feet, and I will speak to you.” 
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After coffee and some brief announcements Rev Ian Russell, 
Senior Minister, presented his Keynote Address which is printed 
below. 
 
 
 
 
A fresh phase in relating with others and with God 
 
 
Introduction: 
 
Campaigners [for] the Keep Sunday Special group [recently said] 
"A major concern is about the time that people have available  
simply for cultivating key relationships in their lives." 
 
This was reported, in The Sunday Times, within the following 
extract, under the heading:  
 
Say goodbye to Sunday, day of rest. 
 
Sunday is becoming the new Saturday as theatres open, cinemas 
report record crowds, and clubs and bars heave. The Sabbath long 
ago threw off its church robes in Britain. It has now put on its party 
dress, as Sunday loses any remaining claim to be set aside as a day 
of rest. Just as the morning lie-in has given way to DIY and 
gardening, evensong and a quiet night in with the family have been 
replaced by trips to restaurants, concerts and nightclubs......Sunday 
isn't seen as a day of rest. People just see it as another day of the 
week. 
 
In today's world, people's work hours won't fit around traditional 
show times, so the plays have to fit round the people. 
The Sunday Times - June 6th 2004 
 
You know this of course - yet, maybe such a report can lead to a 
sense of re-focussing for some members of Conference. 
 
For example: 
 

• How do the activities of this Conference institution - local or national - fit round the country's population? 
• How do localised activities demonstrate and show that the Sabbath can be a state of spirit in relationship 

with God, rather than confined to one seventh of a calendar week? 
 
I am led to wonder how to engage both in offering a general public what they appear to want and, at the same time, 
satisfying the needs of the current membership. This appears to me one of the on-going challenges facing members, 
officers and ordained ministry. 
 

One of the concerns of the Keep Sunday Special group is cultivating key relationships. For me, there is one key 
relationship that is essential and prior to all others in making sense of both worship and the meaning of life. This key 
relationship is of an individual with his or her God. This key relationship is full of variety - as numerous as there are 
individuals! I believe it is essential to make time for cultivating such a relationship - individually and collectively. A 
person’s relationship with God is important in relating with others and to the welfare of this institution’s role as an 
instrument of the Lord revealing himself. 

 
In this address I shall be concentrating, in the main, on a concept of a key relationship of each individual with his 

or her God. I shall attempt to address this in a context of the Conference relating to people in the public domain – with 
whom I believe the need for a new relationship is indicated. 

 
(Continued on page 5) 
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Conference 2004                         Keynote address continued 

Views of today's world: 
 
I believe, in order to engage with the general public, there is a need to have some view of today's attitudes in society 
- particularly towards religion and spirituality. 
 

Two recent reports have given me confirmation of attitudes in society today. Both reports seem to me to be 
relevant in pursuing a topic or theme of relationships. These reports lead me to confirm that it is an inner relationship 
with God - one engaging thought, feeling and motivation - that is a vital component within attempts to reach out to 
others. The following extract seems appropriate to the Conference institution:  taken from The Times, under the 
heading: 
 
 “Bishop warns Church that it may disappear” 
 

.. Bishop McCulloch [Bishop of Manchester] said clergy were being diverted from their true mission of 
evangelism ....“Far too many of us are being forced into managing an institution rather than engaging souls.”  
The moment that an institution goes down that road, he said, it “has lost its heart, the purpose it was created for.” 
…..      The Times – 20th March 2004 

 
McCulloch, in a foreword to a book and referring to the most recent general census, notes that a huge majority of the 
population have expressed a personal allegiance of some kind to the Christian faith, and says: 
 

“Unfortunately, as the trends noted in this book ably demonstrate, there is a seeming inability on the part of most 
Christian churches to understand and engage with that opportunity.”        The Times – 20th March 2004 

 
For me, a striking phrase is:   
 

"... there is a seeming inability on the part of most Christian churches to understand and engage with that 
opportunity ..." 

 
The sentiment here does seem so similar to experiences of some members of this Conference who are attempting to 
engage with the general public. 
 

For me, engaging with that opportunity – people [who are] expressing a personal allegiance of some kind to the 
Christian faith - is what the RENEW programme was intended to be about! McCulloch shows there is a market out 
there for Christian or spiritual products. It confirms for me that part of the Conference institution's resources need to 
be used in some way to engage with such a market or opportunity:  to forge a new relationship. For me, part of an 
exploration of such an opportunity is to take an interest in understanding people's relationships with life's experiences 
and in developing and expressing one's own relationship with God. It seems to me an inevitable consequence of 
seeking to understand and express such relationships that ways will be found to engage with people, appropriately. 
 
The second extract, again in The Times, comes under the heading: 
 

"The end is nigh for Unitarians" 
 
".....Senior figures in the [Unitarian movement] organisation believe that, in terms of organisation and structure, 
the movement could disappear within a generation. It would be the first of the mainstream Christian 
denominations to disappear in the present wide-spread decline in religious practice - although not belief - that is 
affecting nearly all the churches."         The Times, Monday 24th May 2004 

 
There is something quite similar here to the earlier extract - in the phrase: 
 

"...... in the present wide-spread decline in religious practice - although not belief - that is affecting nearly all the 
churches" 

 
That is, both commentators are recognising there is a difference between religious practice and actual belief! 
 
The phrase - decline in religious practice - although not belief - seems to me to emphasise, or reinforce a view that 

(Continued from page 4) 
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