
 
J

O
U

R
N

A
L

 O
F

 T
H

E
 G

E
N

E
R

A
L

 C
O

N
F

E
R

E
N

C
E

 O
F

 T
H

E
 N

E
W

 C
H

U
R

C
H

 
 December 2005 

Number 339 

A long time ago Christmas for me was mainly the excitement of the Christmas pillow case 
at the bottom of the bed - a stocking was deemed too small to hold the large though 
inexpensive gifts Santa and others would bring me! That pillow case is no more, and I 
have since discovered there is very much more to Christmas than that. 
 

For some the Christmas Season brings happiness and happy memories - for others it 
may bring sadness or painful memories. For some it may seem different to previous ones 
- to others it may seem much the same as always. For some their life will have changed 
greatly since last Christmas - for others there may be only a sense of marking time and 
not really getting anywhere in their life. 

 
Whatever our situation in this respect though, the real message of Christmas, which 

came 2000 years ago, is a timeless one that is always relevant to everyone now - 
whatever our circumstances. It was a wonderful message given in time that is actually out 
of time or eternal, because it is a message about what the Lord is doing for each of us 
now and always. Though the message itself is essentially timeless, how we understand it 
or what we see in it or what we actually receive from it may change from year to year  - 
depending on our particular state of receptivity at the time. 

 
The central spiritual Christmas image is of the Christ Child - the Lord in the form of an 

infant in a lowly manger in a stable or in the arms of his adoring mother, Mary. What we 
can see, feel and experience in and through this image is potentially infinite or end-less! 
The more we can get in touch with the true child within ourselves and look through its 
eyes of wonder, think with its mind of imagination and feel with its heart of innocence, the 
more the Christ Child image will `speak' to us and channel heavenly thoughts and 
feelings to us. 

 
It's not a case of trying to understand logically how God could, as it were, give 

Himself earth experience like we His children have, but more a case of allowing the Lord 
to fill our hearts and minds through this image of Him as a Child and to experience Him 
as Immanuel, God-with-us. 

 
We have so much to learn - and always will have. But in particular we have so much 

to learn about how best to experience Christmas, and how to help it be a more wonderful 
time for our families and friends. 

 
Let us help each other this Christmas season, and so experience the timeless 

message of just how the Lord Immanuel really is with us in every way despite the illusion 
of outward appearances. 
 

Rev Michael Stanley 
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Inside this issue: 

A Timeless Message 

Our mission is to express, share and experience with others in life an inclusive, 
non-judgmental vision of God’s kingdom 
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The following are extracts from the UNESCO website: 
 

“Twenty-nine documentary collections in 24 countries have been inscribed on UNESCO’s Memory of the 
World Register. These additions bring to 120 the total number of inscriptions on the Register to date. They 
include, for the first time, collections from Albania, Azerbaijan, Colombia, Cuba, Italy, Lebanon, Namibia, 
Portugal, Sweden, Ukraine, United Kingdom and United States of America.” 
 
“UNESCO’s Memory of the World Programme, and Register, were established to preserve and raise 
awareness of documentary heritage, the memory of the world, which reflects the diversity of languages, 
peoples and cultures. The programme was born of the realization that this memory is fragile and that 
important documentary material is lost every day.” 
 
“Sweden – Emmanuel Swedenborg Collection. The collection of approximately 20,000 pages, was given to 
Sweden’s Royal Academy of Sciences after the death of Emmanuel Swedenborg (1688-1772), a scientist-
turned religious writer, who had been a member of the Academy. It is one of the biggest existing collections 
of manuscripts from the 18th century, and besides one of the very few in modern times that has served as 
the basis for a new Christian church. Swedenborg's message has found many receivers all over the world, 
and at least some of them look upon his manuscripts as relics. The collection covers Swedenborg’s years as 
a scientist and a technician as well as his life after the religious crisis he went through in the 1740s. The 
collection is still kept at the Royal Academy. “ 
 

Visitors to the UNESCO World Memory Register website can now view information about this collection of 
Swedenborg’s manuscripts held by the Swedish Royal Academy. In particular there is an interesting collection of 
pictures of key manuscripts such as one of Apocalypsis Explicata with Swedenborg’s notes to his printer in the 
margins. Other pictures cover his scientific work and his spiritual diary. And there are also two pictures from his 
Schmidius Bible (see article below) showing his own notes made as he studied the Word. The easiest way to find this 
information online is to carry out a search in Google using the keywords:  unesco swedenborg 
 

Editor 

 UNESCO World Memory Register  

Swedenborg’s Schmidius Bible 

One of the books found in Swedenborg’s very extensive 
library after his death was his copy of Sebastiano 
Schmidt’s Latin translation of the Bible published in 
1696. The full title of this book is: Biblia Sacra, sive 
Testamentum Vetus at Novum ex linguis originalibus in 
linguam latinam translatum a Sebastiano Schmidt. 
 

This Latin translation of the Bible, as used by 
Swedenborg, is commonly referred to as the Schmidius 
Bible. In the 1870’s many of Emanuel Swedenborg’s 
manuscripts were copied photolithographically in order 
to enable their wider study without causing damage to 
the originals held by the Swedish Royal Academy. 
Swedenborg’s Schmidius Bible was copied by this 
process in 1872. 
 

Of particular interest to students of Swedenborg’s 
Writings are the extensive notes he made in the 
margins of this Bible as he was studying it as can be 
seen in the picture opposite from the website mentioned 
in the article above. A new edition of this facsimile copy 
is about to be published and advance order information 
is being requested.  

   Editor 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

New Edition of Facsimile  
 
Biblia Sacra Volume I 476 pp   Volume II 518 pp 
  Size 7⅝ x 9⅜     Paperback 
  2 Vol set: $45  (probably around £25) 
 
E-mail number of copies desired to 
erland.brock@verizon.net 
 
Or contact the Swedenborg Society  
swed.soc@netmatters.co.uk 
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 An Uncluttered Christmas 

I wonder if you were or perhaps you still are, one of 
those people for whom it is easy to buy a Christmas 
present, one of those who go in for collecting things. It is 
amazing what people will collect from stamps and 
cigarette cards right up to vintage cars in the case of 
someone like Lord Montagu of Beaulieu. 
Unfortunately in some cases this can get a little out of 
hand and when we are not selective about what we 
collect, the result can be much more clutter than we 
need, especially if we are averse to throwing anything 
away! 
 

I was recently amazed to discover how much I was 
carrying in my briefcase that no longer served any useful 
purpose whatsoever. I had a case full of clutter that 
meant I was rapidly running out of space for the things I 
really needed. One solution would have been to buy a 
bigger case, the alternative was to start throwing things 
out! It turned out that there were things I was carrying 
around that I hadn't used for years. Now the same case 
seems larger and as a bonus it is lighter to carry as well. 

 
Is it just me, or do others feel that Christmas is 

getting cluttered with too many things? In the process 
the important things we would really like to have in our 
Christmas start to get squeezed out because there isn't 
time to fit them in. By contrast, the one whose birth we 
celebrate lived a very uncluttered life, so much so that 
He could say "Foxes have holes and the birds of the air 
have nests but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay His 
head". 

 
Jesus began His life on earth in a borrowed manger 

and in the simplest of circumstances. He ended His life 
in a borrowed tomb. His first visitors were the 
unsophisticated shepherds. His first followers were fisher 
folk. The Gospel record, together with what we know of 
the times in which He lived, suggest that he probably 
only owned the clothes he wore. Traveling by foot during 
his ministry He could only have carried a few 
possessions at most. We may speculate about what 
happened to the three gifts the Magi brought, but all the 
indications are that Jesus outwardly led a very simple 
life. 

In contrast, Christmas can be for us a time that is so 
cluttered with all the things we have to do, the presents 
we need to buy, the cards we are going to send, the food 
we want to prepare, the decorations we hope to make, 
that there is less and less space for the simple message 
of God's love for each one of us amongst the clutter of 
consumerism. 

 
Yes Christmas is about giving of course it is, but is 

the Christ child still tending to be crowded out in the last 
minute hurley burley just as He was in Bethlehem? For 
spiritually ‘no room at the inn’ points to the way that there 
was no home for His message in the hearts and minds of 
so many, their lives too cluttered with their own 
concerns. 

 
Yet despite a simple and uncluttered life, perhaps 

Jesus was a collector after all but, in a very different 
way. He collected people! He especially looked for those 
no one else remembered, those others did not like, those 
who appeared hopeless cases. He called them "the lost 
sheep of the house of Israel". 

 
Surely in the end Christmas is about friends and 

family and the gift of love to those in need, rather than 
financial and culinary excess and gifts we really couldn't 
afford. 

 
Just for a moment stand alongside Mary and Joseph 

who were grateful for the simple things in life - warmth, 
shelter, and safety - new parents with a new baby 
thankful for the bare necessities. 

 
Mary kept these things and pondered them in her 

heart and as I ponder, I wonder if a cluttered life is not so 
much about collecting too much as it is about collecting 
in the wrong way. Perhaps after all we should all be 
collectors but in a spiritual way. Jesus' advice was "seek 
first the Kingdom of God and His righteousness." then 
the rest will fall into proper perspective, because Jesus 
went on to say "and all these things will be yours as well" 
 

Rev Clifford Curry 

From the Writings ... 

 
The reason why linking (with God) is produced by charity is that God loves each and every human being; and 
because He cannot do good to them directly, but only indirectly by means of other people, He therefore 
breathes into people His love, just as He breathes into parents love for their children. Anyone who receives 
that love is linked to God, and the love of God makes him love the neighbour. In him, the love of God is 
contained within his love towards his neighbour, and it is this which gives him his will and ability to act.   
 
True Christian Religion 457,3 
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 Leaflets for Outreach 

At Conference this year I ran a workshop on producing 
leaflets for outreach based upon my experience at West 
Wickham and this article has arisen from the 
discussions that took place during and after the 
workshop.  
 

Several years ago I took over responsibility for 
editing our bi-monthly newsletter including writing an 
editorial. The West Wickham newsletter, like many of 
our church newsletters, goes to both regular church 
members and also a much wider group of people having 
some link with the church. I was conscious therefore 
that in writing the editorial I should aim it at members 
and linked people and so I tried to use appropriate 
language for this group.  

 
Some time later I started to think about how we 

might produce leaflets for people who pass by our 
church. The West Wickham church is in the High Street 
and many people walk by on their way to the shops. We 
have a good sized porch in which all sorts of posters 
can be displayed but I wanted to make something 
available when the doors were closed. On one trip to 
our local Tesco supermarket I noticed that they had 
leaflets in plastic boxes fixed to the outside wall. The 

boxes had opening lids and so were water proof. I 
realised that this would be an ideal solution for the 
church and so, with the help of the internet, I found a 
supplier of similar boxes. But how was I to produce the 
leaflets? 

 
I realised that the audience I needed to write for 

was rather different from the group I was writing the 
editorial for in the newsletter but I didn’t want to write 
two articles every two months. And then the solution 
came to me - write a longer article in language suitable 
for passers-by and then edit this for the newsletter 
editorial. And this is what I have been doing over the 
past two years although I have not produced a leaflet for 
outside the church every two months. Usually around 30 
leaflets are  taken away which I feel provides a useful 
steady flow of ideas to the local community. 

 
From time to time I have been asked to provide the 

leaflets for other churches to use so I have now made 
them available online. And as I write more these will go 
online as well. So if you are interested please visit the 
web address shown below and download leaflets for 
your own use. 

Alan Misson 

Leaflets for Outreach 
 
To download the leaflets referred to in the above article visit:    www.btinternet.com/~alanmisson/Lifeline/ 
Then click on ‘Leaflets for Outreach’ and choose the leaflet(s) you wish to download. 
If you have any problems please contact me by email: alanmisson@btinternet.com 
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 Jour - Journeys - neys  for Advent 

Have you guessed what the title means?  -  ‘Journeys within journeys’. Journeys are part of the greatest story ever 
told. The story is of Jehovah God coming on earth to save His people by putting on the human and becoming 
'Emmanuel' God with us. 
 

The most well-known journey is of the Wise Men traveling from the East. There are others; Joseph and Mary 
going from Nazareth to Bethlehem; from Bethlehem to the temple in Jerusalem; from Bethlehem to Egypt and, 
eventually, from Egypt to Nazareth. 

 
What a lot of traveling that baby did in the first years of His life! Then there is the shorter journey of the 

shepherds to the stable. Each of these physical journeys represent an inner spiritual journey. This idea that we are 
on a spiritual journey is very common. For many who make physical pilgrimages, the spiritual journey is part of their 
pilgrimage. 

 
In John Donne's book "The reasons of the Heart" he begins by speaking about a person's journey to find God. 

He says that the starting point of the journey is the loneliness of human beings. It is the loneliness we face when 
choosing a path in life. 

 
This loneliness arises because we alone can choose the direction. We may be surrounded by people but we are 

on our own entirely when we make the decision. It takes courage to accept this isolation. Any unwillingness to walk 
alone makes our experience painful. The tendency in us is to ease the pain of aloneness by embracing the nearest 
object, activity or person. However, if we learn to accept it as part of our journey, we will discover that the real 
longing in our hearts is for a relationship with God. This is the only thing which truly satisfies the hunger and thirst of 
the human soul. Human beings can appear to find life by seeming to be self-sufficient. This is an illusion. The Lord 
points out that we have to lose our life to find it. We are taught that the reality is that without the Lord we can do 
nothing. 

 
Everyone is invited to make this inner journey. It takes place within the circumstances of life. Through it we 

become new people, having a deeper awareness of the Lord's will for us. We become wiser, more loving, tolerant 
humble and contented people than we could ever have been by ourselves. 

 
As you hear about the first Christmas, do take heart from the fact that most were journeying into the unknown but 

were responding to God's guidance. All were provided for and protected by Him. His promise to those making the 
journey is:   

 
"Behold, I send an angel before you to keep you in the way and to bring you to the place which I 
have prepared."    Exodus  23:20 

 
 

Rev John Sutton 
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Any one of the three Psalms 96, 97, and 98 will be sung 
or read on Christmas Day in very many Christian 
churches, for the general theme running through all three 
is the advent or coming of the Lord.  Each of these 
psalms is a song of praise to Him for what He has done, 
is doing, and has yet to do by His coming  -  by His 
coming to ‘judge the world in righteousness, and the 
peoples in his faithfulness’ (the final verse of Psalm 96), 
and to ‘judge the world with righteousness, and the 
peoples with equity’ (the concluding words of Psalm 98).  
Whenever He enters into judgement He does so in or 
with righteousness; He is always a righteous judge.   
 

The association of judgement with the event we 
celebrate on 25 December may come as a surprise to 
us, until we remember that the season of Advent, that is, 
the four weeks leading up to that day, is traditionally a 
time for reflecting not only on the Lord’s coming 2000 
years ago but also on His coming again ‘to judge the 
quick and the dead’, as the historic creeds put it.  When 
you receive this issue of Lifeline many congregations, 
though not New-Church ones, will be singing, if they 
have not done so already,  
 

Lo! He comes with clouds descending,  
Once for favoured sinners slain;  
Thousand thousand saints attending  
Swell the triumph of his train:  
Alleluia!  
Christ appears, in power to reign.   

 
This imagery of the glorious reappearance our Lord 
Jesus Christ within clouds is derived of course from the 
Book of Daniel in the Old Testament and the Book of 
Revelation in the New.  And it is clear from what is 
recorded in those two books that His coming again will 
be a time of judgement, a truth which the Lord Himself 
affirmed when He said to the Twelve,   
 

For the Son of Man is going to come with his 
angels in the glory of the Father, and then he 
will repay each person according to what he 
has done.   Matthew 16:27  

 
The Teachings of the New Church tell us that there are 
two different ways in which we should think of 
judgement.  First we should think of it as that final 
reckoning or Last Judgement which takes place at ‘the 

end of the age’, that is, when - in the spiritual world as 
well as in the natural world - an old order is brought to an 
end and a new one is about to be established.  Such 
final judgements of an old order took place at the time of 
the Flood, at the time of our Lord’s coming two millennia 
ago, and at the time of His promised return in glory.   
 

Secondly, judgement should be thought of as that 
which is going to happen when we move on from this life 
into the next.  As a child I was taught to say, When I die 
as to my natural body, I shall rise in my spiritual body 
and be judged according to my works.  This is surely 
something we need to reflect on fairly frequently, and the 
season of Advent is an appropriate time to do so.  In the, 
maybe few, quiet moments when we can turn aside from 
our busy preparations for Christmas, we do well to take a 
close look at our ‘works’ according to which we are going 
to be judged.  We should remember that our ‘works’ or 
good deeds are not truly good if they are performed for 
selfish reasons.  In this world any selfish thoughts and 
desires that motivate us in our performance of good 
deeds lie hidden, but in the next life the secrets of our 
hearts and minds will be revealed.  When we are judged 
‘according to our works’ all our motives and intentions 
will be disclosed; all outward pretence will be stripped 
away and our inner selves will be laid bare.   
 

Now the very thought of all this may fill you with 
alarm.  But take heart!  As the final verses of Psalms 96 
and 98 may serve to remind us, He who comes to us as 
the presiding judge, so to speak - that is, the Divine 
Truth which makes plain the true value of a person’s 
‘works’ - is righteous.  He will judge the world, our inner 
world of thoughts and desires, with righteousness.    
 

The very sound of this word righteousness has a 
lovely ring in one’s ears, except in the expession self-
righteousness; it sounds far pleasanter than its Latinate 
equivalent justice.  It describes a virtue both human and 
Divine, as we can see in the following part of a dictionary 
explanation of the word,   
 

… conformity of life or conduct to the 
requirements of  the divine or moral law;  
specifically in Theology, applied for example to 
the perfection of the Divine Being  
The Shorter Oxford English Dictionary  

 

 God is our Refuge and Strength -  
 
The Book of Psalms 

I am delighted to be able to present to Lifeline readers a series of articles by Rev John 
Elliott. In this seventh article John turns to three psalms for Advent. 
 

“By David we have to understand the Lord. In the Psalms therefore, 
wherever David is the speaker, the Lord is meant in the spiritual 
sense.”     Prophets and Psalms  
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There is no need for me to comment on any other 
specific verses in Psalms 96-98.  In whatever English 
version you read these songs or poems you will see that 
all three are expressions of joy and gladness.  Each one 
contains a joyful declaration of the greatness of God in 
His wonderful works of creation and salvation, and in 
His reign over false gods, that is, over the things that 
people idolise in place of Him.  His coming for 
judgement is anticipated not with gloom but with good 
cheer, for He is known to be just and righteous in all His 
ways.   
 

Let me conclude with the brief presentation of the 
inner meaning of these psalms, contained in Prophets 
and Psalms, a manuscript which was found among 
Emanuel Swedenborg’s possessions after his death.   
 
Psalm 96  
Verses 1-9  The Church extols her Lord: With Him alone 
reside power and glory.   
Verses 10-12  He is about to come for judgement, to the 
end that heaven and the Church may worship Him with 
joyful hearts.  
Verse 13  He is about to come for judgement.   

Psalm 97  
Verses 1-6  The Church’s gladness over the coming of 
the Lord, with whom resides Divine Truth.  
Verse 7  All who have surrendered themselves to 
anything false will be taken away.   
Verses  8,9  Gladness that the Lord is God of heaven 
and of the Church.   
Verses  10-12  He will protect those governed by the 
truths they receive from Him.   
 
Psalm 98  
Verse 1  A song about the coming of the Lord and the 
glorification of His Human.  With Him, at that time, 
power will reside,  
Verse 2  and consequently salvation.   
Verse 3  Things which have been foretold will be 
fulfilled.   
Verses 4-8  Extolment of Him, and gladness, on 
account of these things.   
Verse 9  He comes for judgement.   
 
 

To be continued 

Spiritual Wisdom Web Site - Visitor Growth  

In the previous report in the October issue of Lifeline on progress on the Spiritual Wisdom web site the statistics were 
presented up to August. Since then a great deal of work has been done in improving the site in various ways with the 
result that the number of visitors to the site is now growing significantly. Although you will read this issue sometime in 
December the figure for November was not complete at the time of sending the copy to the printer. So the November 
figure is a forecast which I hope will be beaten! 
 

Alan Misson 
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 News from the Churches  

Chester 
 
Seekers Anniversary 
 
We were happy to welcome Mrs Sue Bell of the Save The Children Fund to our Seekers Anniversary Service, to 
receive yet another contribution from our Seekers - this time, £173.69 raised at the Refreshments Stall the day before, 
plus £120 raised during the summer months. 
 
Helen and Andrew Newton had planned an interesting Service about homes, which included an excited participation 
by Seekers, who put up a tent and climbed into it. This helped us to realise how the victims of the earthquake in 
Kashmir were being forced to live - and how necessary tents are for them now - to shelter from the winter storms 
before new houses can be built. It was good to add our prayers for them to receive some practical help from the 
Disasters Emergencies Committee's fund. Helen - a bookworm - was pleased to present prizes of books to 15 
Seekers for good attendance during the past year. 
 
From the Chester Newsletter 
 
 
Bradford 
 
Water Aid 
 
We take our readily available supply of clean water very much for granted - and don't we complain when it flows a dirty 
brown because some work has been done on nearby pipes? Well, not everyone in the world has such easy access to 
water, much less to clean water that is safe to drink. As well as tackling the health issues from unsafe water, the 
Water Aid project works to provide water supplies to all kinds of people. 
 
In the hills of Nepal the women and children can spend up to six hours each day carrying water from springs back up 
the hillside to their homes. Water Aid has helped develop a new technology that uses giant meshes to collect water 
from an unlikely source: mountain fog. Imagine hanging out a sheet on your washing line on a foggy day and it getting 
very damp - the same sort of idea traps water from the fogs this area regularly suffers from with the result that the 
children have time for schooling and adults have more time to pursue other income generating activities. It is simple 
technology, which the villages can maintain themselves, and really improves their daily life. 
 
Our Charity of the Year is Water Aid - a percentage of funds raised at coffee mornings and Fairs goes to this very 
worthwhile cause. 
 
From the Bradford Newsletter 
 
 
Derby 
 
A Message from Christine Sutton (newly elected as Leader for the Derby Church) 
 
First of all, many thanks to everyone for such a great send-off to John and Jenny on Sunday September 25th. It was, 
indeed, a wonderful tribute to all aspects of John's ministry and a Harvest of all his and Jenny's work for 14 years. So 
many people contributed and the result was a warm and loving acknowledgement of John and Jenny's ministry for 
them to carry with them always. 
 
And now here we are - our first newsletter without a message from John to grace its pages. We shall, of course, miss 
John and Jenny terribly. But we shouldn't just fear the change because change can be exciting and challenging. We 
know we cannot have what we had with John as our minister but what we do have in our society is a terrific amount of 
talent, goodwill and love. If we use these gifts from the Lord to help and support each other to do His work, we shall 
see results. 
 
You know, I am sure, how much our family means to me and I believe this Church Community is a family with our Lord 
as its Father. Families are made up of people and every person matters. This, I believe, must be our starting point - 
the Lord Jesus Christ must be our focal point. 
 
From the Derby Newsletter 
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From 22nd to 26th August Mary Burnley, Trevor and I 
attended the Autumn Studies at Purley Chase. It was 
held a little earlier this year as Purley Chase closed for 
refurbishment at the end of August. This made the week 
very poignant for many of us who attended. 
 

Thirteen of us met under the leadership of Rev Ian 
Johnson and Jean Mrozek. We looked at various topics 
including the twelve tribes of Israel, the twelve apostles, 
the life of Joseph and the Egyptian culture of the time, 
also early life of the west coast of Scotland. It was a 
fascinating week with lots of stimulating discussion. 

 
In addition we were able to spend each afternoon at 

leisure and incorporated a visit to Twycross Zoo [yes 
they did let us out again, despite some of Trevor's 
antics], a trip to a local gardening centre, plus a 
shopping expedition. The whole week also included a 
great deal of laughter, as we all made the most of our 
time together. 

It was particularly sad at the end of the week to say 
our goodbyes to Wilf and Irene Woodhouse who have 
acted as managers at Purley Chase for the last 34 
years. During that time they have looked after visitors 
royally and our week was no exception. We were very 
well fed and I'm sure most of us came home several 
pounds heavier. 

 
Sadly we were unable to arrange another week, as 

we do not know at the moment when Purley Chase will 
reopen. I do hope it won't be too long as I really enjoyed 
my first visit to Autumn Studies and would very much 
like to repeat the experience. 
 

Jan Millar 

Autumn Studies 

 A Sermon in Verse - Our Anger 

 
We all, no doubt, feel anger now and then.  
   We may find referees' decisions maddening 
Or programmes on the box more daft than normal.  
   We may have been endangered on the road 
Or barged in front of getting on a bus. 
   It may be caused by the inanities of Government 
(Local or national) or by the acts of neighbours.  
   I know that if another driver cuts me up 
Or tailgates me, if I give in to anger 
   Then my own driving gets far worse 
And I'm more likely to imperil others. 
 
The problem is that giving in to anger  
   Implies a certain lack of self-control - 
It's giving in to baser instincts we all have within,  
   But which we mostly manage to subdue. 
And Jesus, speaking on the mount,    (1) 
   Compared fraternal anger with the sin of murder. 
(Which may indeed seem quite far-fetched 
   Were it not for extreme examples of road rage.) 
Emanuel Swedenborg's new revelation showed  
   How, in the sense within the Bible's words, 
Ignoble anger fights with truth and wrath with good;   (2) 
   But righteous wrath and anger (such as those of God) 
Will fight for us 'gainst falsity and evil. 
 

 
What should we make of this as we live here on earth? 
   As always there is good advice within God's Word. 
The Psalmist tells us in our anger not to sin,   (3) 
   And Paul in an epistle echoes that and Christ.   (4) 
"Do not let anger lead to sin, and make quite sure  
   That anger is abated ere the sun goes down. 
For otherwise the devil will a foothold gain." 
 
Now this may seem unduly strong, but any time 
   That we let anger dominate our lives 
We are no longer in control - the hells hold sway. 
   And we can always see, both in our own experience  
And in the public media, those whose ruined lives 
   Stem not from their anger's seed, but from 
The fruit which grows within it from themselves.  
   The greatest sin comes when the anger is with God 
For then 'tis clear just where the Devil's foot has trod. 
 

Jeff Lomax 
 
 

(1) Matthew 5:21-26 
(2) Arcana Caelestia 3614:1-2 
(3) Psalm 4:4 NIV 
(4) Ephesians 4:26-27 paraphrased 

"Everything else can wait, but the search for God cannot wait."  
 

George Harrison  
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