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New every morning is the love, our awakening and uprising prove... New 
mercies, each returning day, still throng around us while we pray ... 

 
Those words begin the first two verses of John Keble’s famous hymn. The poet and 
priest, who lived from 1792-1866, probably drew his inspiration from the book of 
Lamentations 3:21-22 :-  
 

Because of the LORD ‘s great love we are not consumed,  
for his compassions never fail. 
They are new every morning; great is your faithfulness. 

 
Lamentations is a collection of 5 poems lamenting the destruction of Jerusalem in 

586BC, and the ensuing ruin and exile in Babylon. Most of the book has a mournful 
quality, but as the above extract shows, there is also a theme of trust in God and hope for 
the future behind the misery. The following verse continues: The LORD is all I have, and 
so I put my trust in him. 
 

For many millions in our world 2005 will be beginning in utter turmoil and degradation, 
and probably despair, as governments and relief agencies struggle to bring relief to the 
millions of people devastated by the Boxing Day earthquake. No accurate figures are yet 
available, but the current estimates of 114,000 deaths, and 5m. rendered homeless, are 
barely comprehensible. Now the immense challenge is to bring relief, water, food and 
shelter to the survivors, amidst acute problems of communications, and the health 
hazards in some place from the vast number of corpses. Even now, there is local panic 
from warnings of after shocks, and the prospect of more huge waves. 

 
A new word has become common parlance. Who of us will ever forget what a 

tsunami is? For most of the world’s population it is a matter of unbelievable power and 
destruction seen on our television screens. For those who experienced it firsthand, it is 
the stuff of nightmares. 

 
Talking of new beginnings and fresh starts in a new year seems almost inappropriate 

in the face of such suffering and destruction. Our calendar is an arbitrary, man-made 
construct. A new year can begin whenever we want. Indeed as the writer of Lamentations 
points out, there is a newness about every day of our life. We human beings are forever 
facing new situations. Admittedly they’re not on the dramatic scale of earthquakes and 
their aftermath, but these vast natural disasters are symptomatic of upheavals affecting 
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A New Start 

Our mission is to express, share and experience with others in life an inclusive, 
non-judgmental vision of God’s kingdom 
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us all at an internal, spiritual level. We may live for 
periods when our life seems to be going smoothly, but 
we know the reality that at literally any moment huge 
changes may be imposed upon us. Unexpected, 
unpredictable events are a feature of human experience, 
and one way or another we have to find ways of 
responding. 

 
Blame, and wanting to point the finger at others, is a 

common reaction in crises. We may even find ourselves 
wanting to blame God! Extreme situations prompt 
extreme responses. We shouldn’t be too surprised or 
shocked when that happens. For ourselves we need to 
be sure where we stand. Yes, crises are sometimes 
caused by human error or culpability. Where that is 
deliberate, suitable action must be taken. More often 
than not, looking to apportion blame is inappropriate. 

 

I believe that in a wonderful way, our Lord does bring 
blessings out of disasters. But that can only happen in its 
fullness if we take a right view. Our Lord’s eye is always 
on the long term. Our concern tends to be on the 
present. It’s not so much that we’re mistaken, rather that 
we miss out on the full picture when we focus only on the 
here and now. 

 
We need to remind ourselves that the Lord is at work 

through all the bravery and generosity of human spirit 
that emerges at times like this. Yes, a large number of 
people suddenly find themselves in the spiritual world. 
Those left behind struggle to deal with a major disaster. 
But the Lord’s love and compassion is eternal and 
endless; and his mercies are new every day. 
 

May you experience His blessing this year. 
 

Rev Bruce Jarvis 

(Continued from page 1) 
 

 

A very present help in trouble 

I’m writing this just three weeks after the tsunami 
disaster on the shores of the Indian Ocean, at a time 
when an enormous number of people have lost loved 
ones, homes and possessions, and their means of 
livelihood. 
 

Over the past days the words of Psalm 46 kept 
coming into my mind. It is well worth reading again to 
see how the writer expresses his great confidence in the 
Lord, a trust that survives the natural disasters he 
describes which sound remarkably like the one we’ve 
seen on our TV screens; the earth being removed and 
mountains falling into greatly troubled seas. Perhaps he 
had witnessed an earthquake all those years ago. 

 
The psalm tries to tell you and me that what has 

happened in places like Sumatra and Sri Lanka cannot 
be blamed on God. Natural phenomena like floods, 
volcanoes and earthquakes are surely things without 
which our physical globe could not support life, and 
they’re BOUND to happen. However we KNOW where 
the greatest risks exist, and although we’ve installed 
warning systems for the Pacific and the Atlantic areas, 
we’ve FAILED to do so for the Indian Ocean. So it’s 
mankind’s fault that the death roll and other losses are 
as high as they are, not the Lord’s. 

 
We’re right to grieve and feel sympathy for all those 

who’ve suffered such dreadful losses and to help the 
relief work in any way we can. But we should surely try 
and share the psalmist’s confidence that the Lord IS still 
in control, and to thank Him for the all the goodness that 
this tragedy is bringing forth; the loving concern and 

generosity of individuals working across barriers of race 
and faith: nations working together like never before to 
relieve the suffering; and a greater awareness of what 
needs to be done to protect those living in danger of 
future natural disasters. 

 
“Be still, and know that I am God: I will be 
exalted among the heathen, I will be exalted in 
the earth. 
The Lord of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob 
is our refuge”. 

 
Geoff Cunningham 

The Great Wave off Kanagawa 
A painting of a tsunami by Katshushika Hokusai aound 1830 
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Training for Spiritual Growth Course leaders   

On Friday evening, 26th November, sixteen people 
assembled at Purley Chase for the workshop organised 
by the Apocalypse Study Group and the Committee for 
Auxiliary Ministry. We had travelled from all around the 
country to learn more about the new Spiritual Growth 
Course which is based on images drawn from the book 
of Revelation. 

 
During the earlier part of the weekend we had two 

talks by Stephen Lacy. One was about Group Leading 
skills, and the other about being sensitive to the needs of 
individuals in groups. He did his best to prepare us to be 
able to cope with any situation which might occur during 
a group session. 

 
We also had an interesting talk by Michael Stanley 

on opening up our inner world. He initially drew our 
attention to the opening few verses of the book of 
Revelation where it is emphasised that the revelation 
was given to John, and that those are blessed who read 
the prophecy, who hear it, and who also take it to heart. 

 
The disciple John corresponds to active love, or the 

love of doing good. It is only through this love that we 
can see and observe, acknowledge personally what we 
observe, and feel and experience deeply what we 
observe. The prophecies in Revelation can be used to 
enable us to discover what is hidden within ourselves 
and bring it to the surface, and this is what this new 
spiritual growth course is designed to do. 

 
On Saturday we were again given about an hour of 

free time after lunch, when some people took the 
opportunity for a walk in the countryside. Later in the 
afternoon we divided in to four groups of four people in 
order to sample the taster session and the first two 
sessions of the spiritual growth course. Each of the 
trainees had to lead one session of their group, and I 
had to lead the taster session for my group. This is 
designed to ensure that those who are interested in 
taking part in the whole course fully understand what is 
involved. The course is not a Bible Study course on the 
book of Revelation. It is an experiential course in which 
certain passages from Revelation are used in 

conjunction with fascinating illustrations by Roland Smith 
to enable each individual to recognise problems within 
their spiritual lives which need attention. 

In the evening we returned to our small groups for 
session 1 of the course, and on Sunday morning we took 
part in session 2. The three meetings in small groups 
were very intensive and ideally the groups should have 
been a little larger and taken place at least a week apart. 
However, I am sure that we learnt a lot about leading 
groups and the need for sensitivity when dealing with the 
emotional reactions which can come to the surface 
during such sessions. 

 
The rest of our time was spent in feedback on our 

group sessions, questions and comments about the 
practicalities of setting up a course, and our feelings 
after taking part in the small group sessions. It was 
particularly interesting to hear from Madeleine Taylor 
and Rita Russell about their experiences in running the 
trial courses in their areas. 

 
Overall it was felt that the weekend had been 

extremely useful and that we had all found it beneficial. 
However it was generally agreed that further training 
should be provided in group leading before the course is 
opened to all. Also some things need revision, 
particularly the taster session. It was proposed that there 
will be a charge of about £15 per person to take part in 
the 6 sessions of the course. 

 
This was a very stimulating and intensive weekend, 

made especially enjoyable by the goof fellowship which 
is always to be found at Purley Chase events. The 
course is an exiting new development for the Church and 
I hope that many groups will eventually be formed so 
that people can benefit from them. 

 
We are grateful to Bruce Jarvis and his team for all 

the hard work in producing such an interesting 
programme for the weekend, and we look forward to our 
next session of training. 
 

Ann Skinner 

Missionary Society Annual Meeting 
 

7pm Friday 18th March at Kensington New Church 
 
Following the business meeting there will be a break for refreshments, after which Rev Gillian Gordon will give 
a talk on the ecumenical work with which she has been involved. 
 
During the meeting some changes to the Society’s rules will be submitted for approval and further information 
will be given about the Committee’s progress regarding the future of the Society. All are welcome at the 
meeting, whether members or not, but only members can vote. 
 
Gordon Kuphal  Acting Secretary 
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Senior Minister          Summary of recent activity 

It was felt by members of the Governing Council that it 
may be useful for members of Conference to have an 
awareness of some of the activities and areas of work 
currently undertaken by the Senior Minister. As a result I 
summarise below a brief outline for you: 
 
 
Personnel: 
 
As Senior Minister I find working with students and 
colleagues a most important area of activity. A 
Sponsored Student Monitoring Group (SMG) meets from 
time to time to discuss individual student welfare, 
progress through his or her studies and proposals for 
applying each student’s vision. Issues raised are in the 
main personal to each individual student or minister, and 
this summary is not the place to itemise these. I feel it is 
appropriate, however, to mention the following: 
 
 

• Taking part in a discussion with David and Anne 
Gaffney, together with representatives of 
Governing Council and Purley Chase 
Committee, regarding the management of and 
vision for Purley Chase, post renovation. 

 
• Contributing to meetings of the SMG that 

support Esther Byrne, David Gaffney and 
Alexander Gorbenko. 

 
• Attended meetings in Bournemouth and 

Kensington regarding a proposal for Revd Gillian 
Gordon to be involved in a “Ministry for London”. 

 
• Keeping in touch with sponsored ordination 

students, their development and training needs 
and, more recently, their welfare post-ordination. 

 
 
Study: 
 
Wherever possible, I tend to read and reflect on material 
of an ethical or moral nature in the press. For example, 
arguments surrounding pre-emptive strikes that result in 
war - for instance, in Iraq;  debates on living-wills, with 
fears of letting in euthanasia by the back-door. 
 

From an organisational point of view, I have found it 
enlightening to read papers and letters by clergy of other 
denominations. For example, papers by the Archbishop 
of Canterbury, Dr Rowan Williams. 

 
Closer to home, I find it extremely important to make 

specific studies in preparation for some meetings. For 
example, I have taken opportunities to study: 
 
 
 
 

• Various aspects of a biblical and doctrinal nature 
for preparation of a Keynote speech. 

 
• Several topics in preparation for various 

meetings and discussions: 
 

o Adultery. 
o Links between spirituality and morality. 
o Ministry. 
o Prayer. 
o Priesthood. 
o Ultimates. 
 

• With colleagues, through attendance at 
Ministers’ Seminar. 

 
• Material supplied by the Apocalypse Study 

Group (ASG) in preparation for a Spiritual 
Growth Leadership-course;  and participated in a 
residential course run by ASG at Purley Chase. 

 
 
Committee of Ministers (CoM), and other ministerial 
meetings: 
 
The Committee of Ministers (CoM) is comprised of all 
ordained ministers in the UK recognised by Conference. 
The CoM meets, normally, about twice a year. These 
meetings are held to discuss matters of interest and 
importance to do with, in the main, the role of ordained 
ministers. This year, for example, the CoM has had 
discussions on morality and spirituality; the process of 
consultation and decision-making within the CoM; and 
ministry and leadership. 
 
I have been involved in: 
 

• Attending the meetings of CoM. 
 
• Writing and presenting a SM Report to the 

Committee. 
 
• Attending the Ministers’ Seminar, and presenting 

a paper on Ministry and Leadership. 
 
• Attending and contributing to a joint meeting of 

the Governing Council and employed ministers. 
 
Consultation: 
 
The Committee of Ministers (CoM) felt it was wise for the 
Senior Minister to consult with colleagues on important 
matters. As a result, the CoM devised a process 
whereby the Senior Minister consults with any two 
colleagues of his choosing on topics that he regards as 
important on which to obtain a broad view of opinions. 
This system is reviewed from time to time. The following 
areas are examples on which I have consulted this year: 
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• Conference programme - 2004;  and the 
appropriate style of worship for welcoming 
Assistant Ministers to role of Minister. 

 
• Issues to do with the perceived ministerial work 

at Purley Chase, when it is renovated sometime 
in 2006. Drafting a Job Description for David 
Gaffney. 

 
• Devising a theme for Conference AGM 2005. 
 
• Various issues of a confidential nature 

concerned with personnel. 
 
 
Committee for Auxiliary Ministry (CAM): 
 
Over the last 20 years or so, under the leadership of a 
variety of co-ordinators, CAM has served the 
membership of Conference admirably. CAM’s role has 
subtly moved with a changing demand for its expertise. 
While training lay worship-leaders has been and remains 
a core function of CAM, nevertheless, several other 
areas of work have emerged in recent years for which 
workshops and training have developed. For example, 
group leading, pastoral care - including bereavement, 
ceremonies of conducting the holy supper, and Talking 
with others about our faith. 
 

In my role as Senior Minister, I have found it 
immensely important to support CAM both by 
contributing to as many of its meetings as possible, and 
in practical ways such as engaging in facilitating some 
workshops. 

 
Much of the expansion of work for CAM has come as 

a direct result of members of Conference seeking help. 
With a declining number of ordained ministers available 
it has been very pleasing to find many members coming 
forward to offer support to local congregations and to 
seek training for a variety of activities. 

 
I line-manage the current CAM Co-ordinator, Jan Millar. 
In this role, my work has included: 
 

• Developing, monitoring and reviewing the Co-
ordinator’s objectives. 

 
• Discussing a revised role for CAM amongst the 

Governing Council’s four main priorities. 
 
• Assessing whether or not a role for CAM existed 

in supporting the Apocalypse Study Group 
(ASG) in the promotion of and administrative 
support for the Spiritual Growth course devised 
by it. 

 
• Developing and supporting the aims and 

objectives of CAM. 
 
• Working on a budget for CAM, in consultation 

with the Treasurer of Conference. 
 
 
Governing Council: 
 

• Attending all of its meetings. 
 
• Liaising with the Chairman and Chief Executive 

on a variety of issues. For example, the 
development of a ministry based at Purely 
Chase, and how to support newly ordained 
ministers. 

 
 

Rev Ian Russell 
Senior Minister 

 

(Continued from page 4) 
 

 

There are no “laws of permission” that are simply that, or that are separate from the laws of divine 
providence. They are the same thing; so saying that God allows something to happen does not mean that 
he wants it to happen but that he cannot prevent it because of his goal, which is our salvation. Whatever 
happens for the sake of this goal, our salvation, is in accord with the laws of divine providence, since as 
already noted, divine providence is always moving away from and contrary to our own intentions. It is 
constantly focused on its goal; so at every moment of its work, at every single step of its course, when it 
notices that we are straying from that goal it leads and turns and adapts us in accord with its laws, leading 
us away from evil and toward good. We will see shortly that this cannot be accomplished without allowing 
bad things to happen.            
   Divine Providence 234  
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What a happy day Saturday 18th September proved to 
be as Esther Byrne was ordained as a New Church 
Minister. The Service took place during the afternoon in 
the Renton Community Education Centre. The stage 
there had been simply but tastefully decorated, making it 
a very attractive setting for the Service. A congregation 
of around seventy assembled for the occasion, including 
Esther’s mother and father together with other family 
members from Northern Ireland, members of our own 
Paisley Church, New Church friends from England and 
many friends from Esther’s other fellowship in the Vale of 
Leven.  
 

The Rev Robert Gill, assisted by the Rev John 
Presland, performed the ordination and Ghislaine 
Maclean ably led the music and singing. Alan Bowie and 
Jack Dunion were among those called upon to speak 
during the Service. After the Service a splendid buffet 
was served enabling all those present to meet and 
congratulate Esther on her personal achievement and 
important new office. It was truly an uplifting and happy 
occasion. 

The following day, Sunday 19th September, Esther 
was the guest preacher at our Morning Service, taking 
her theme from the commandment, “Thou shalt not 
covet”. Many of the visitors who had attended the 
ordination stayed on for this Service and swelled our 
congregation to double its normal size. During this 
Service Mrs Jean Chambers, Chairperson of the 
Conference Governing Council, presented Esther with 
her certificate of ordination. She also received the gift of 
a travelling communion set from the Paisley 
congregation, presented by our President, Bill 
Johnstone, and a bouquet of flowers presented by Euan 
Johnstone. After the Service a beautiful ordination cake, 
made for Esther by Nan Watson, was on display and 
was later cut so that everyone present could have a 
piece. This Service rounded off an inspiring and 
memorable weekend, launching what we pray will be a 
happy and fruitful ministry. 

(Continued on page 7) 

Rev Esther Bryne            Ordination 

The Ordination 
Rev John Presland     Rev Esther Bryne  Rev Robert Gill 

Presentation to the Congregation 

 

 

Esther with her mother, Councillor Vi Scott, 
from Newtownabbey, Northern Ireland 
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Esther will now be working as a New Church Community 
Minister in the Vale of Leven. Her work begins in a small 
way among a number of people that she has contacts with 
there. This number is already growing as others hear of 
what she has to offer and express an interest in it. We wish 
her every blessing and success in her work and look 
forward to seeing her from time to time in Paisley. 
 
From the Paisley Newsletter 
 
 

(Continued from page 6) 
 

 

 

Rev Esther Byrne 
Rev Mary Duckworth                   Rev Rita Russell 

CAM Weekend at Purley Chase               November 2004 

The Committee for Auxiliary Ministry recently organised 
another highly successful weekend at Purley Chase. 
Rev Rita Russell introduced a quiz and some study of 
the Synoptic Gospels, Matthew, Mark and Luke, to help 
us to find our own way around the Gospel stories and to 
see how they differed from each other.  
 

Rev John Presland spoke about correspondences. 
He then produced an odd assortment of everyday 
articles – torch, rope, axe, a dirty cup, soft toys to name 
a few, and invited us to see correspondences with 
heavenly ideas and concepts in them. That proved a 
very interesting exercise, working in groups, and it was 
amazing what a lot we got from this.  

There was a walk on Saturday afternoon for the 
energetic among us, and a trip to the Garden Centre for 
the rest of us. The latter is a ‘must’ for John. 

 
A very moving Holy Supper service was led by Rita 

on Sunday morning before breakfast. 
 
Many thanks to Rita and John, and Jan Millar, CAM 

coordinator who organized the weekend. 
 
  

 Mary Burnley 

 
We are talent hunting! 

 
Would you like to run a 'Special Interest' group at Conference this year?  

 
If so, I would be pleased to hear from you. 
 
Please email me at:  www.judith.wilson@generalconference.org.uk  
 
             or at:         www.wilson.hideaway@virgin.net  
 
             or telephone on 01202 304671            Judith Wilson 
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Michael Hindley, Chief Executive of General Conference, 
was honoured on the 6th December 2004  by being 
installed as Deputy of the Cinque Port Liberty of 
Brightlingsea for the following twelve months. The 
Liberty has its origins in medieval times when, as a limb 
of the Cinque Port of Sandwich, it provided ships and 
men to support the Crown. In exchange for these 
services it received privileges and the last of these, not 
being required for Jury Service, was not lost until the first 
half of the twentieth century. These days the Liberty is 
essentially historical. It raises money for many worthy 
causes and the Deputy is the social figurehead of the 
Town. The ceremony took place at Brightlingsea`s old 
church, All Saints at the top of the hill leading into the 
town and, in addition to the officers of the Liberty and 
Freemen of Brightlingsea, was attended by the Mayor of 
Sandwich, the Mayor Deputy of Sarre, and  the Town 
Mayor of Brightlingsea. The Freemen of Brightlingsea, 
who include the Rev Bruce Jarvis and the Rev Alan 
Hardy, as well as Michael's two sons, elect the Deputy. 
Later, over one hundred and eighty people sat down to a 
celebratory formal lunch in the town. 
 
 
 

The picture shows the newly installed Deputy and some 
of his New Church guests, (L to R) David Glover, 
Conference`s Communication Manager, who played the 
organ for the service, Michael Hindley, Nigel Sutton, 
Conference`s Treasurer and Eric Yates, Honorary Life 
Member, of the Kearsley Society. 
 

Graham Fisher 

Michael Hindley                            Honoured 

Look Up to the Lord 
 

Confessional Prayers 
 

by Rev Michael Stanley 
 
 

CAM is pleased to announce that a free electronic copy of the above collection of confessional prayers is 
now available to all ministers, worship leaders and church secretaries. It is hoped that a hard copy in a 
binder will also be available later in the year. 
 
The collection will be an excellent aid for use in both public and private prayer. 
 
If you would like to receive a free copy, either as an email attachment or on floppy disk, please advise the 
CAM Co-ordinator of your preferred option and email address if applicable. 
  

Mrs Jan Millar 
Flat 6, Springfield House, 

Park Road, 
Bingley, 

West Yorkshire 
BD16 4LR 

Tel: 01274 511653 
 

Email:  jan.millar@generalconference.org.uk 
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I am a Quaker-Swedenborgian. Adopting this label first 
occurred to me tentatively about thirty years ago, as I'll 
explain in a moment. Now I do so with happy assurance. 
Why?   
 

Yesterday I attended an amazing hour of worship. 
Somewhat over thirty people were there and, like all 
Quaker meetings for worship, it started with silence. This 
was soon broken by a young woman tearfully asking us 
to pray for her four year-old daughter who, because of 
her mother's emotional disturbance, had been taken into 
long-term care. During the next fifty minutes about a 
dozen people shared their thoughts or feelings, arising 
from their concern for the mother and daughter, their 
own experience (personal or professional) and reflection, 
passages from the Gospel, the Psalms, and Quaker 
writing, and a folk-story, and world affairs - a wonderful 
range of insights. There were tears, hugs and laughter, 
and the meeting ended with a mood still of sorrow, 
concern and sympathy, but mixed with happiness and 
peace.    

 
I don't know where else it could have happened. I 

remember some very moving worship, discussions, and 
the like in my New-Church experience, but mostly they 
were carefully planned by one person. No one could 
have planned our meeting yesterday. It arose out of the 
spontaneous responses of some thoughtful, sensitive 
people, united in the conviction that everyone's thoughts 
should be recognised and valued. Of course, not every 
Quaker meeting is so powerful ("gathered" in Quaker-
speak). Some are flat, bitty, or inconsistent. Some make 
little or no use of the Bible. Some leave me wishing for a 
bit more doctrine. But I have come over three years of 
frequent attendance to feel that the Quaker way is 
beautiful, powerful, and right for me. I'm happy to be 
called a Quaker - and a Swedenborgian.   

 
I still believe in Jesus as the human revelation of 

God, in the spiritual world as  our eternal home and as a 
force in our lives now, and in the Bible as a very special 
revelation - all matters which many Quakers would 
question. But they have few clearly agreed beliefs, 
respecting many opinions, and insisting that "Christianity 
is not a notion but a way."  (Rather like Swedenborg's 
"That person is a Christian who lives as a Christian.")   

 
I do realise that Swedenborg mentioned Quakers 

very negatively (most accessibly in The Last Judgment). 
However, his picture of people who believed themselves 
"impelled by the Holy Spirit", who "turned to worse and 
worse actions, and finally to crimes, at the bidding of 
their 'holy spirit'" is very puzzling. It just doesn't fit with 
the impression that many generations have formed of 
Quakers as people devoted to social justice, simple 
lifestyles, compassion and peaceful resolution of 
conflicts. It's possible that some early Quakers were as 
Swedenborg described (even perhaps still are), or that 
all have changed since the eighteenth century (readily 
agreed by some of them) - a very involved question!   

How the Holy Spirit works with us is a vast study. 
The Bible and the Writings  tell of the Spirit working in 
particular ways on prophets and apostles, or on priests 
and ministers, but also on warriors like Samson and 
David. But God sends his Truth, represented by his 
Spirit, to change us all so far as we respond to him. We 
all need to be "in-Spired", empowered to act and speak 
for him. For instance: 

     
I will pour out my Spirit on all people……   
Even on my servants, both men and women,  
I will pour out my Spirit in those days.   
(Joel 2:28-29)   

 
Quakers stress this point that the Spirit can guide 

anyone, enable anyone to perceive truth and express it, 
and this does not depend on education or holding any 
office. I have often been humbled by insights of people 
with little religious training, and combining those of 
several people can enrich the whole group's 
understanding wonderfully.  
 

I was feeling this keenly around 1980, wrote an 
intensely-felt piece for Lifeline, based on the promise 
from Jeremiah 31:33-34,  

 
No longer will a man teach his neighbour,  
or a man his brother, saying "Know the Lord,"  
because they will all know me,  
from the least of them unto the greatest,  
says the Lord,   

 
and very nearly resigned from my job. That's when 

Quakerism started to appeal to me but I never had much 
time to investigate it until I retired. Meanwhile I adjusted 
to my situation, and feel that I did give some useful 
service as a minister - but particularly through the 
Committee on Ministry in the 1980s, which 
recommended the development of Auxiliary Ministry (not 
as a stop-gap during shortage of ordained ministers, but 
as a good thing in itself), and later pressing for women 
as ministers (different in style from men but equal in 
status). I hope and believe that change in our concept of 
ministry is not over yet!   

 
We Swedenborgians take rather varied views of the 

master's writings, the new church and the new age. 
Some like to stress the uniqueness of New Church 
organisations, the crucial role of Swedenborg, and his 
claim that the Last Judgment and Second Coming 
happened in 1757. Others including me are happier with 
his less dramatic assertion,  
 

… a new church is now being established by the 
Lord, which is called in the Apocalypse the new 
Jerusalem, to which the things that are being 
published by me at the present day will be of 
service. It is also being instituted elsewhere.   

(Continued on page 10) 

Quakers and the New Church 
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(This is found in Summaries of the Internal Sense of the 
Prophets and Psalms, near the foot of page 133.) 
 
We believe that the consummation of the "old church" - 
religion in all its literalist, authoritarian forms - followed 
by the establishment of a new age and a new church, is 
a very gradual process, involving many other people and 
movements.   
 

Well before Swedenborg was born, George Fox was 
writing,  
 

Christ is come again to teach his people 
himself,  

    
and the Quaker concept of that coming was of light 
dawning in people's minds and transforming their lives. I 

think Quakers along with others have made important 
contributions to the development of the new age in 
religion, and will continue to do so. They generally 
distrust set forms of words, so are most unlikely to adopt 
a mission statement, but I'm sure they would all gladly 
sympathise with our Conference one -  
 

to express, share, and experience with others 
in life, an inclusive,  
non-judgmental vision of God's kingdom.   

 
You see, it's not difficult to be a Quaker-Swedenborgian.   
 
See also Luke 12:11-12; Numbers 11:26-29; Jeremiah 
31:33-34; and elsewhere.  
 

Rev Ian Johnson 

(Continued from page 9) 
 

In Memory              Reginald Nutbeam 1905—2004 

How many times have you read Arcana Caelestia, all 
twelve volumes in their entirety? Reginald Nutbeem, 
known as Reg, had read them many times during the 
last sixty years of his long life in this world.  
 

Born in south London, Reg spent his early years in 
Southampton; but his working life as an engineer laying 
telephone cables took him to various parts of UK, and for 
a time, during the 1930’s, to Egypt. At one point his work 
took him to Chelmsford, where he met and married Rene 
Prior, who for a time then accompanied him as he 
moved around the country, that is, until their two sons 
were born.   

 
During the Second World War, while working in the 

Midlands, Reg was to experience the answer to his 
prayers. All his life up to then, he told me, he had read 
and re-read the Bible but had always had difficulty in 
understanding it, especially the Book of Revelation. He 
prayed to God for enlightenment, and that enlightenment 
was to come while cable-laying opposite or nearby the 
New Jerusalem Church in Kidderminster. Reg fell into 
conversation with ‘an old stalwart’ of the congregation 
there, Herbert Matthews, who quickly put him in touch 
with the religious works of Emanuel Swedenborg; and 
the rest, to use a common cliché, is history. From then 

on Reg eagerly read Arcana Caelestia, Apocalypse 
Explained, and all the other books containing the 
teachings of the New Church. In the 1970’s Reg was 
reading ‘the Arcana’ for the seventh or eighth time, so 
how many times in all did he read the twelve volumes?   

 
Rene and Reg, and their sons Jon and Peter, 

attended New Church services of worship in both 
Southend and Brightlingsea. During the 1960’s and 
1970’s they kindly made their home available for monthly 
study-circle meetings, attended by members of their 
family and also by New-Church members and friends 
living in mid-Essex.   

 
Reg loved and was always reading the books 

through which our Lord had opened up the Scriptures for 
him. But please do not imagine that he was in any way 
cut off from the world around him or in any sense remote 
from his family and friends. On the contrary, he was a 
devoted and much-loved husband, father, grandfather, 
and great grandfather, as was evident at the service of 
thanksgiving for his life at Chelmsford Crematorium and 
subsequently at the gathering in the family home.   
 

Rev John Elliott  

 
 
Everyone receives enlightenment and instruction from the Word according to his affection for truth 
and degree of desire for it, and according to his ability to receive it. The internal man of those who 
receive enlightenment dwells in the light of heaven, for the light of heaven is what enlightens a 
person in the truths and forms of the good of faith.      Arcana Caelestia 9382,2 
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How do you feel about the changing seasons? Do you 
look forward to each season as it unfolds, enjoying the 
different look and feel of the world around you? We are 
very fortunate in this country to have seasons that are 
noticeably different, although it is true that sometimes we 
seem to have weather that doesn’t really fit the current 
season. But why are we fortunate? Well I think there are 
two good reasons to be grateful for the variety of our 
seasons. Firstly, and most obviously, they provide a 
contrast. How nice it is to have a cold and grey winter 
followed by the increasing brightness of spring, or to 
have a hot summer followed by the wonderful colours of 
autumn. But secondly the changing seasons can give us 
a wonderful picture of how our inner being, or the world 
of our spirit, can go through all sorts of changes as we 
struggle to grow spiritually. 

 
Winter can be cold, grey, wet and quite a depressing 

season. It is the time when we have the least light and 
the least warmth, although we can be blessed with some 
wonderful cold but brilliantly sunny days. As I write this it 
is a cold and grey day with the only colour coming from 
evergreen bushes and a few remaining berries. In winter 
we have to wrap up warmly when we go out and we are 
usually glad to get back inside if it is raining hard. Now 
think about the times when you feel like a cold grey 
winter’s day. You don’t feel like doing anything, you’ve 
lost interest in those around you and you are wrapped up 
in your own concerns and worries. And on top of that you 
can’t see a way out of your current state of life. In short 
there is no warmth or light in your life, just like a winter’s 
day. Sadly many people seem to get trapped in this 
state. They feel unloved and unwanted and see no 
purpose in their lives. Just occasionally they have a 
better day and some brightness fills their lives but they 
soon drift back into the cold and gloom. But aren’t we all 
like this from time to time. None of us escapes the 
spiritual season of winter. 

 
Spring brings with it increasing warmth and 

increasing light. The days are longer and new life breaks 
forth all around us in the vivid displays of daffodils and 
crocuses, new leaves on the trees and baby animals and 
birds. Of course there are April showers to contend with 
and some days can be quite cold, with frost and even 
snow. But overall spring brings forth a feeling of light, 
warmth and well-being. What a contrast to the short cold 
and dark days of winter. And what a contrast it is when 
you feel like a spring day. You are keen to do things  and 
to be concerned for the welfare of others. You feel loved 
and you see you have a purpose in life and are keen to 
get on with it. In short there is light and warmth in your 
life and new ideas and new feelings abound. Of course 
you are not going to feel like this all the time, some 
periods of cold-heartedness take over from time to time 

but these phases are short lived. Spiritually you are in 
spring. God gives us a wonderful promise in the Bible 
about the seasons: 
 

“While the earth remains, seedtime and harvest, 
cold and heat, summer and winter, day and night, 
shall not cease.”  Genesis 8:22 

 
At first sight this seems an obvious promise. Of 

course the seasons will go on changing from one to next 
in a regular cycle; we know we can rely on that!  

 
But is this statement in Genesis just talking about the 

seasons in the world around us? Well, no, it is far more 
importantly telling us something about the ‘seasons’ of 
our spirit, the changes in our inner life that can take our 
thinking and feeling from the depths of winter through to 
summer and back again. I believe that this verse in 
Genesis is telling us that we are going to experience all 
sorts of changes in our spiritual life. There will be states 
of winter and states of spring; phases of summer and 
phases of autumn. Maybe we feel we should always be 
in a spring or summer state and think we are failing if we 
seem to be winter like in our spiritual outlook on life. But 
no, the fact is that we will experience different phases in 
our spiritual growth and they are all important for us. 
They provide a contrast so that we can better see the 
way we should live. The winter state of being “wrapped 
up in your own concerns and worries” can and will pass 
and a new ‘spring’ state of being “concerned for the 
welfare of others” will take its place. 

 
The transition from winter to spring takes place with 

just a little more warmth and a little more light and then 
gradually all the wonder of new life unfolds. And that is 
what it takes to move from a spiritual state of winter into 
the spiritual state of spring. Just a little love (warmth) 
received or given and a little more understanding (light) 
of what life is really about can make all the difference. 
Sometimes we can make this transition seemingly on our 
own and lift ourselves out of winter and into spring. But 
at other times we need help from those around us to 
encourage us to leave behind our cold and dark feelings 
and thoughts. And of course we should be ready to 
recognise when others are in a ’winter’ state and help 
them to return once again to ’spring’. 

 
 But whether we are being helped to move forward 

into ‘spring’, or we are helping others, we need to bear in 
mind that it is really God’s life in us that is fulfilling his 
promise that “While the earth remains, seedtime and 
harvest, cold and heat, summer and winter, day and 
night, shall not cease.”   

 
Alan Misson 

From                           to 
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