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When the Lord’s followers arrived at his tomb on Sunday morning they found that his 
body had gone. The tomb was empty. This points to the fact that the Lord’s resurrection 
was different from ours in one important respect. The difference is summed up in the 
following quotation:  
 

“After death (the Lord) rose again on the third day with his whole body. 
This does not happen to any person, for a person rises again only as to 
his spirit, and not as to his body”     Doctrine of Lord 35:9 

 
With the death of our physical body we put off for ever all earthly presence, 

sensation, and action. We are no longer able to live and operate at the earthly level. In 
the case of the Lord, however, things were different. When he rose he was still able to be 
Conscious, present, and active at the earthly level. This is what is meant by his rising with 
his whole body. It is not that he rose with the flesh and bones that he carried about on 
earth [these are insensible things and were dissipated at the Resurrection], but rather that 
he still retained the conscious sense of being alive in this world that he had experienced 
whilst in that physical body. 
 

The Risen Lord still retains all levels of human Consciousness and life. He is tuned 
into earthly experiences and bodily sensations. Think of what this means for us today. 
The Lord is not distant or absent from us, but is very close; indeed, he is closer to us than 
our friends, neighbours, or even our spouse. 

 
Wherever we go, the Lord is there. When we feel pain he senses it. When we see 

someone in need he sees them too. When we face a problem at work he is aware of it. 
When we struggle to make a good choice rather than a bad one, he is in the struggle with 
us. There is no sensation or experience that we go through without the Lord sensing and 
experiencing it too. 

 
This teaching is a wonderful comfort. We never suffer hurt, trouble, or dilemma on our 

own. Whatever we go through, the Lord goes through with us. But he is not only present, 
he is also active. This means that he is able to make his help available to us. He is a 
conscious, living, enabling power of goodness within us. In any situation we can draw 
strength from him. His living active presence enables us not only to cope with whatever 
life may throw at us, but also to triumph over evil in it and grow in goodness as a result of 
it. 

 
The exact nature of the Lord’s resurrection will always be a profound mystery. 

Scholars and theologians debate its form ad infinitum. At heart, however, it proclaims a 
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very simple truth. The Lord Jesus Christ is dynamically and powerfully alive at every level of our human life, from the 
most elevated and noble spiritual experience right down to the most earthly sensations. He is with us in all things. Let 
us strive to become more aware of his presence, and resolve to draw on his life that we may be enabled to live more 
like him. 
 

Rev Robert Gill 

(Continued from page 1) 
 

 

The Crucifixion - Who was involved? 

Jesus was crucified because of the attitude of the most 
influential people in the Palestine of his day. But why 
were they against him? There were six main groups 
who were concerned with the crucifixion of Jesus. Let 
us take a look at them and why they were against 
Jesus. 
 

The Sadducees or chief priests were the wealthy 
aristocrats of the Jewish nation. They were in charge of 
the Temple of God in Jerusalem which the Jews 
believed was the only place where God could be 
worshipped properly. Their wealth which was continually 
increasing depended on their control of the Temple and 
the Roman peace which brought Jews from all over the 
civilised world to Jerusalem, to pay the Sadducees to 
offer sacrifices to God. The Sadducees were frightened 
that the Jesus who had attacked the traders in the 
Temple, might start a revolution against Rome which 
would end in disaster both for them and the Jewish 
people. The Sadducees had a tacit unspoken 
agreement with the Roman authorities that if they would 
keep the Jews peaceful the Romans would continue to 
allow them their privileges. On the other hand the 
Sadducees knew that should they fail to keep the Jews 
peaceful they would not survive. The Romans would 
take revenge on them as well as the rest of the Jews. 

 
 
What then of the Scribes, who interpreted the Law 

of Moses, which contained the Ten Commandments 
and much more and was the civil law of the nation as 
well as the religious law. They too were wealthy 
because you could not go to law without employing a 
scribe to argue for you in court and this Jesus broke the 
law. He helped people on the Sabbath. They were 
terrified that Jesus might get to a position of power and 
abolish the law despite the fact that he had said “I have 
not come to destroy the law but to fulfil it.” If the law 
went the position of power and the wealth it brought for 
the scribes would disappear. 

 
Then there were the Pharisees, who a few 

generations before the coming of Jesus had died in 

thousands for their faith. They were the religious leaders 
the people looked up to but by the time of Jesus they 
had become more interested in keeping the trappings 
and ritual of religion than the spirit beneath. Many of 
them were hypocrites who wore copies of the law on 
their arms and chests and prayed in the streets but 
refused to lift a finger to help their fathers and mothers 
or their neighbours. Jesus pointed all this out and the 
Pharisees lost their popularity with the people as a 
result. Their popularity was what gave them power and 
so they too hated Jesus and feared him. 

 
Then there were the Zealots, the extreme Jewish 

nationalists of the time. They believed the only good 
Roman was a dead Roman and tried very hard to 
caused revolution against Roman power. They carried 
curved sharp knives which were used to cut the throats 
of Roman soldiers whenever they got the opportunity. 
They were a secret organisation like the IRA or the UDA 
in Northern Ireland today and their methods and 
attitudes were very similar. They hoped that Jesus was 
the Jewish Saviour come to drive the Romans out and 
one of them actually became a disciple of Jesus. When 
Jesus failed to start the revolution on Palm Sunday, 
when he was acknowledged as king, they realised he 
was not their kind of king. Therefore he was in the way. 
Whilst Jesus was around, he was so popular with the 
people that no-one else could lead them. If he was not 
going to start the revolution then the Zealots reasoned 
he must be got rid of and the way left open for someone 
else to do it. They did not need to move against Jesus 
themselves, they knew that the Sadducees, Scribes and 
Pharisees would do that for them. All they needed to do 
was not take action to help him. Then there was the 
Jewish mob of Jerusalem, the ordinary people, who 
welcomed Jesus so warmly on Palm Sunday. It was 
those same people who shouted “Crucify him” on Good 
Friday. Why did they change their views so much? 
Largely because Jesus had not attacked the Romans as 
they had hoped and because the Sadducees bribed 
them to shout “Crucify him”. 

 
Finally there was Pontius Pilate and the Roman 
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authorities. He had had to deal with many Jewish 
Messiahs or Saviours before. Jesus was not the only 
one to claim to be the promised Saviour and every single 
one, in the past had been crucified by him. He had even 
crucified everyone in two Jewish villages because they 
had refused to tell him who the Zealot leaders of an 
earlier Zealot rebellion against Rome were. Faced with 
Jesus, the gospels give us an impression of a Pontius 
Pilate who was unsure whether to execute Jesus or not,. 
Who was driven by the pressure of the Jewish leaders to 
give the order for execution against his will. If this is so it 
does not fit with the thoroughly cynical politician which 
Pilate appears to be in all other of his transactions. 
Perhaps the gospel writers wishing to make headway for 
the faith in a world governed by Rome, played down the 
part played by Pilate? There is an interesting suggestion. 
At one point Pilate offers to release Jesus or Barabbas. 
However, one translation of the name Barabbas is ‘Son 
of the Father’ was the cynical Pilate offering the same 
person under two different names, so that if the crowd 
chose Jesus to be released, he would execute Jesus 
under the name Barabbas, if they chose Barabbas he 
would execute Jesus under his own name? We do not 
know but it is certainly more in character with what is 
known of Pilate. 
 

What evil people and what an evil thing they did? Yet 
is there not something of all these groups in each one of 
us. Is there not a part of us that is quite ruthless if the 
Lord or his truth threatens our secure little life and our 
wealth and power? Is there not part of us that is 
hypocritical and frightened of being exposed? Is there 
not part of us that is willing to use anything including the 
Lord’s truth to get what we want out of life and not be 
worried how many we harm in achieving it? Is there not 
part of us that is fickle and one moment is all for 
something or someone until things don’t work out the 
way we thought and is willing to accept bribery of some 
kind to change our attitudes? Is there not a part of us 
that is cynical and inclined to get rid of anything that 

stands in our way? Surely 
there is something of the 
S a d d u c e e ;  S c r i b e ; 
Pharisee; Zealot; member 
of the mob or Roman 
Governor about each one 
of us. Perhaps we too 
should remember that 
whenever we go against 
the teachings of our Lord; 
whenever we do what we 
know is selfish and wrong we behave just like those who 
caused Jesus to be crucified. We should not become 
righteously angry with them; rather we should ask the 
Lord’s forgiveness when we go wrong as we do. We 
should also remember that without the crucifixion there 
would be not resurrection and without the resurrection, 
as the early apostles made clear, there would be no 
Christian faith and that because of the resurrection our 
loving Lord offers to all forgiveness and a place in his 
kingdom. 
 

Rev Geoffrey Clarkson 
 
 
 
 
Editor’s Note: 
 
In this article Geoffrey makes reference to the translation 
of Barabbas as ‘Son of the Father’. This arises because  
‘Barabbas’ (or ‘Bar Abbas’) is the Hellenized form of the 
Aramaic name Bar Abba, meaning ‘son of the father.’ 
 
Readers with access to the internet might like to visit the 
following web address for further information. 
 
www.hebrew-streams.org/works/ntstudies/yeshua-bar-
abba.html 
 
 

(Continued from page 2) 

The Lord's Coming is according to order in this respect, that the spring does not come until after the winter; 
nor the morning, until after the night; that the travailing woman has comfort and joy, only after pain; that 
states of comfort are after temptations; and that there is genuine life after undergoing death; even as the 
Lord says, "Unless the grain . . . die," etc. (John 12:24). The Lord exhibited the type of this order, when He 
suffered Himself to be crucified and to die, and when afterwards He rose again; this type signifies the state 
of the church. . . . The above also is involved in the image which appeared to Nebuchadnezzar, where the 
Stone at last became a great Rock; it is further involved in the four beasts that came out of the sea; and in 
what is related there concerning that fearful nation (which is to be explained). It is likewise involved in the 
four ages known to the ancients, the golden, silver, brazen, and iron ages; further, in the ages through 
which every man passes, from infancy to old age; then is the end of the life of the body, and then comes 
the life of the spirit, which is the life of all those who have lived well. The same also is involved in the 
heaven which has first to pass away (Rev. 21:1, 2). The case with the church is the same. 

 
Invitation to the New Church 34 
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Family Relationships 

Relationships with other human beings in this world are 
an incredibly complex affair. We have relationships with 
the people we work with, the people in our community 
and with friends from all walks of life who are close to us 
in varying degrees but perhaps most we have our 
deepest and most complex and perhaps contradictory 
relationships with our family. Such sayings as ‘Blood is 
thicker than water’ and ‘You can choose your friends but 
not your family,’ underline the often mixed relationships 
that members of a family have with each other. The poet 
Philip Larkin expressed his feelings in the following 
poem. 

 
This be the verse - Phillip Larkin 

 
They mess you up, your mum and dad. 
They may not mean to, but they do. 
They fill you with the faults they had 
And add some extra, just for you. 
 
But they were messed up in their turn 
By fools in old style hats and coats, 
Who half the time were soppy stern  
And half at one another’s throats. 
 
Man hands on misery to man. 
It deepens like the coastal shelf. 
Get out as early as you can, 
And don’t have any kids yourself. 

 
Well what can I say? When first read it’s quite 

amusing and we might have some sympathy with its 
sentiments. It’s as good a description of the process of 
inheriting tendencies to evil as I have read but yet it is 
such a damning, despairing indictment of relationships 
and family life. Surely our Creator did not intend us to 
feel like Larkin? How were things intended to be? 
 

Perhaps the only way to discover is to return to the 
beginning to the Creator of all. In Genesis Chapter 1:27 
and 31 it states “So God created man in his own image, 
in the image of God created he him: male and female 
created he them. And God saw every thing that he had 
made and behold it was very good.” In Divine 
Providence 322 it says, “All are born men and 
consequently the image of God is in them. The image of 
God in them consists in this, that they are able to 
understand truth and to do good.” It explains further the 
Lord’s purpose in creation in Divine Providence 27 “The 
Lord did not create the universe for His own sake, but for 
the sake of those with whom he will be in heaven; for 
spiritual love is such that it wishes to give what is its own 
to another; and so far as it can do this  it is in its being in 
its peace and in its blessedness.”  

 
It was obviously not the intent of the Lord that we 

should be miserable but that we should be happy. It was 
also not the intent of the Lord that we should end it all as 
Larkin suggests but rather that we should live to eternity 

in heaven. It was not the intent of the Lord either that we 
should spend our time alone in heaven but rather that we 
should live amongst societies or heavenly groups with 
whom we could be truly happy (See Heaven and Hell.) In 
Arcana Caelestia 3020 we read “Nations and families 
represent heavenly things of love and charity.” And in 
3709 “each family has some particular evil or good by 
which it is distinguished from other families.” Perhaps 
this explains the ‘Borgias’ or the ‘Bachs’ and ‘Darwins’ or 
perhaps even New Church families! 

 
The natural world in which we live proceeds from 

and is a reflection of the spiritual world. In the heavens 
and on earth there is a duality of all things corresponding 
to or reflecting the duality of the Lord’s nature the duality 
of his love and wisdom. In the natural world we have the 
duality of  male and female throughout the animal and 
indeed throughout the plant world. Without the duality of 
male and female there would be no off spring and indeed 
no relationships. Even in the plant world traits of 
appearance are passed on through the parent plant – to 
digress with an example- I have a ‘Silver King’ 
variegated holly in my small garden. Despite its name 
this is a female tree. The holly trees in the church plot 
were male trees of the common plain green variety and 
had never produced seedlings until  my tree was 
planted. My garden now has numerous seedlings of the 
common variety! - taking after their fathers!  

 
How does the world see fathers? If you believe 

everything in the media these days they are a sort of 
add-on optional extra in the birth package that is every 
woman’s right. Thanks to science, children today can be 
born without any close paternal involvement via a lab 
and a test tube, (or even a pickle jar and a syringe) and 
a suitable donor. In the very near future with the 
prospect of cloning, even the sperm can be dispensed 
with. Men would seem to be on the verge of total 
redundancy. When dealing with children in a classroom it 
is a pretty safe assumption that a significant number will 
no longer have contact with their birth father. Yet there is 
a growing concern in the media about the behaviour of 
children and young people which the media usually 
attributes to the absence or inadequacy of the modern 
day father.  

 
The image of the ideal father can be seen in the Lord 

and in his relationship with us. In AC 7499 it says “The 
Divine Truth proceeds from the Divine Good as a son 
from a father.” The Lord himself is the perfect parent. 
Obviously the perfect earthly father should be modelled 
on the Lord and should be instrumental in bringing up 
the child, not in the same way as the mother but in a 
complimentary way. In the grandmother phase of my life 
I take pleasure in watching the inter action between my 
little grandson and my son-in-law and also my son. It is 
the father who gives the more adventurous element to 
play, who throws the child in the air, who chases, 
catches, makes growly noises and generally makes 

(Continued on page 5) 
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things more physically exciting. It is the mother who 
usually gets out the books, crayons and jigsaws. Notice 
too the look on a young child’s face when he greets a 
loving father. The look shows that father is not an 
optional extra but an integral part of life. He is the hero, 
the pattern and the model. In the same way the Lord 
should be our hero, our pattern and our model. He also 
has provided a challenging world for us. He has provided 
a world where we can test our skills and cope with the 
trials of life, a world in which we can grow in spiritual 
independence by exercising our freewill and hopefully 
becoming a better, more truly human being. A world we 
can cope with by following his example and pattern. 
 

The Lord as a Father provides guidelines for the way 
in which we live our lives through his Word and through 
the Writings of the church. Divine Providence 172,3 tells 
us that “to be taught from the Word is to be taught by the 
Lord himself, because it is to be taught from Good itself 
or from Love itself and from Wisdom itself which are the 
Word, as has been said….. All those who are taught by 
the Lord are instructed in a few truths while in the world 
but in many when they become angels.”  

 
He gives us the Ten Commandments and the Two 

Great Commandments and numerous other examples 
that show us how to behave towards one another. In the 
Old Testament he guided his people of Israel, having at 
times to chastise or chide them, letting them learn by 
experience when they disobeyed him and followed their 
own path, or rewarding them when they behaved well. In 
the same way a father with a child has a responsibility to 
show a child by instruction and example how to behave. 
A father is an essential role model especially to a boy 
child. It takes the full time attention of both the father and 
the mother to bring up a child to respect other people 
and to be able in turn to form loving relationships with 
others. This is of course not intended to denigrate 
anyone who for whatever reason is bringing up a child 
alone but is intended to present an ideal that the church 
must always try to aim for. The church in the world 
should, I think, always present the ideal, yet always 
exercise compassion recognising that as human beings 
we are all weak and fallible.  

  
In the Old Testament particularly in Psalms the Lord 

is often spoken of as having a protective role Psalm 121 
“The Lord is thy keeper: the Lord is thy shade upon thy 
right hand.” Psalm 91 “He is my refuge and my fortress,” 
“his truth shall be thy shield and buckler.” Today in the 
comparatively stable, peaceful society in which we live 
the protective role seems to have become redundant, 
although in other more volatile  societies the protective  
role of the father is much to the fore. Nevertheless a 
father still has a role in protecting a child from the 
insidious evil influences of the world. A father can protect 
a child from bad language, from the influences of such 
things as the evil side of the internet, from the sexual 

exploitation from drink and drugs. Even a young child 
responds at times more to being told by a father than a 
mother and certainly benefits from having a positive role 
model. A father too has a duty to provide materially for a 
child just as the Lord provides materially for us. It is too 
easy to let the state be the father and shrug off 
responsibility. The Lord himself never shrugs off 
responsibility for his children he is always there seeking 
constantly to provide for us in myriads of differing ways.   

 
Whilst we are on earth our Heavenly Father whilst 

accepting responsibility allows us to be independent. We 
are endowed with the priceless gifts of liberty and 
rationality of thought and are able to act as if from 

ourselves. It is hard as the parent of a child to finally let 
go and to give a child independence. Perhaps it is easier 
for a man rather than a mother to let go. In AC 6492 we 
read “After a son has become his own master, he ought 
not to acknowledge his father as his father as before but 
when he becomes his own master the Lord alone is his 

father.” Of course this does not mean that we completely 
deny our own children but rather that we come to know 
our children as individuals in their own right and in so 
doing come into a fuller and richer relationship with 

them. 

 

But as Larkin puts it we have two parents to mess us 
up- a mother and a father. It is fairly obvious to see that 

the Lord is our father in both a spiritual and a natural 
sense but not quite as easy to see the representation of 
the mother. We read in  AC 3299 that “Whatever is born 
derives its ‘esse’ from the father and its ‘existere’ from 

the mother. There must be both.” It would appear to me 
that the very inmost of the soul and the spiritual is 

derived from the father but the manifestation and the 
being in the world is from the mother. We are told in AC 
3518 “Every man receives domestic good from his father 
and from his mother, which goods are distinct from each 
other. That which he receives from the father is interior 
and that which he receives from the mother is exterior.”  

In many places in the Writings the mother is compared to 
the church. We can see that a church provides us or 
should provide us with love and affection. It should 

nurture us and instil in us a love of truth in the same way 
that a mother nurtures and feeds a child. 

 

An interesting observation is that, “The love of 
children with the mother is from the heart… because the 
heart corresponds to love and love from the will is with 

the mother.” Conjugial Love 284. In Conjugial Love 393 it 
says, “This sphere of love affects principally the female 
sex. ……It appears as if mothers had the love of infants 
from nourishing them in the womb with their own blood, 

and from the constant appropriation of their own life, and 
thus from a sympathetic union. But this is still not the 
origin of love. For if unknown to the mother, another 

(Continued from page 4) 
 

(Continued on page 6) 
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infant were to be substituted after birth she would love it 
with equal tenderness.” 

 

There have been cases when the wrong babies were 
inadvertently given to mothers and they have been 

brought up and loved in the wrong families even though 
the mother might have wondered about the child. 
Generally speaking the love of women for children 

shines through with all those women who adopt and care 
for children and who work in so many caring professions. 
It is amazing how many people still cherish their mothers 

even though they are well grown into adulthood. I was 
very moved at a funeral I went to when an elderly man 
remembered his ninety year old mother as the ‘fountain 
of love.’ What a brilliant correspondence and what an 

epitaph. I certainly saw the old lady in an entirely 
different light. Will we remember the church, as a 

fountain of love? The church is a way in which the Lord 
works on earth. Do we as church members show 

genuine love to those who come to us? 

 

AC 1555 tells us that “The will of man is formed by 
the Lord from infancy to childhood. This is effected by 

the insinuation of charity and innocence towards parents  
and nurses. Unless these things were insinuated into 
man while he is an infant and a child he could never 

become man. thus is formed the first plane. But as man 
is not man unless he is also possessed of understanding  
and understanding cannot be acquired except through 

knowledges  he is to be imbued therewith from childhood 
by degrees.” This passage  stresses in  particular the 

importance of the parents in providing loving spheres of 
innocence for the child and providing suitable instruction 

for the child. The parents should be continually providing 
warm loving experiences for a child, laying down happy 
foundations for its future rather than leaving the child to 

be entertained by T.V. and computer from the very 
earliest age. 

 

I think too that grandparents have a particular role to 
play in ensuring that children are loved and listened too 
and are taught about the Lord. I felt immensely thankful 
as a teacher  that so many children had grandparents to 
take an interest in children, hearing them read, coming to 
sports day etc. and in so many ways fulfilling a parental 

role. 

 

And so as we go through life our role changes - the 
child grows to become a man or a woman who in turn 
become parents and so the cycle continues. The cycle 
also occurs in our spiritual life when we grow from 
having childlike states when we first begin to try to lead 
good lives from selfish motives to spiritual maturity. 
Unlike us, the Lord stays constant. Yet he sees his 
creation continually expanding, generation after 
generation, beginning to think from themselves, 
beginning to chose good over evil or being free to chose 
evil rather than good. The good parent never closes his 
door to the child, as illustrated in the story of the  
prodigal son or wayward son  provided the child makes 
the effort to return. This is the relationship between the 
Lord and the individuals of his creation. He is waiting to 
welcome us home. 
 

 
Pauline Grimshaw 

(Continued from page 5) 
 

Family Relationships       continued 

RENEW Web Site 

After a long period of development, during which many ideas were tried and tested and some discarded, the initial 
version of the outreach web site has now been completed. Final testing is in progress and by the time you read this 
article the site will have been transferred from its temporary home to its new public domain. To borrow from the 
words of Winston Churchill - “Now this is not the end. It is not even the beginning of the end. But it is, perhaps, the 
end of the beginning.” 
 
The work undertaken to date is just a start. It gives us a platform on which to build for the future and an opportunity 
to try new ways of reaching out.  
 
A detailed description of the site together with many screen shots will be presented in the next issue of Lifeline. And I 
will also be describing how the work of growing and extending the uses of the site will develop. 

 
Alan Misson 
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Among Emanuel Swedenborg’s numerous papers found 
in his study after his death in 1772 was a manuscript in 
which he had outlined the deeper or spiritual meaning of  
all the prophetical books in the Old Testament (Isaiah to 
Malachi) and of the Book of Psalms. This manuscript is 
not written in the neat handwriting you may see in letters 
which people received from him or in documents that he 
was preparing for publishers and printers. It is written in 
Swedenborg’s ‘rough hand’ and therefore is sometimes 
difficult to read, as in other documents in which he was 
noting things down for no one’s eyes other than his own.   
Nor did he place any title at the beginning of the 
manuscript. Whether he ever intended to polish up the 
language, perhaps expand what he had written, and 
have it printed, we cannot tell. But what we can say is 
that his brief notes are invaluable to us, for as I shall try 
to show in this and subsequent contributions to Lifeline, 
they point the way to a deeper understanding of a very 
large section of the Old Testament. I shall refer to this 
‘work’ for which Swedenborg provided no title as 
Prophets and Psalms, and I shall endeavour to 
translate what he wrote in a less literal way than that 
employed in current English editions, which have a 
lengthier title.   
 

Traditionally the Psalms are attributed to David, the 
shepherd-boy and musician who was to become the 
second king of Israel. Indeed whenever Swedenborg 
quotes from the Psalms he nearly always introduces the 
quotation with apud Davidem (in David).   But whether 
David was in fact the author of all, some, or none of the 
songs composing the Book of Psalms does not need to 
be discussed here. Anyone who wishes to pursue this 
matter can do so by consulting the introduction to any 
modern commentary on, or translation of, the Psalms.     

 
What we are frequently required to do however when 

we read or sing them is to put ourselves in David’s 
shoes, so to speak. In singing the universally loved 
Psalm 23, for example, we should see ourselves as 
David, perhaps when he was king. In this song he was 
looking back to his days as a shepherd-boy and to his 
relationship with each member of his flock; and as he 
looked back on his early life he saw in it a wonderful 
picture of God’s tender shepherd-like care of himself in 
all life’s experiences, good and bad.   

Yet at a deeper level the subject in the Psalms is not 
the experiences of that historic person David but those of 
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. As Swedenborg 
wrote before his brief comments on all the Psalms,  

 
By David we have to understand the 
Lord. In the Psalms therefore, wherever 
David is the speaker, the Lord is meant 
in the spiritual sense.   

 
In stating this, Swedenborg was putting himself in 

the line of traditional Christian interpretation or 
understanding of the Old Testament, the beginnings of 
which understanding may be seen in the New Testament 
itself. In the very first Christian sermon, for example - 
that is, in what Peter stood up and declared immediately 
after the descent of the Holy Spirit on the Apostles at 
Pentecost, as described in Acts 2 - the apostle showed 
that what had recently happened to ‘Jesus of Nazareth’ 
was a fulfilment of words to be found in Psalm 16:8-11. 
Yet the earliest Christian understanding of the Old 
Testament involved more than relating particular verses 
or passages, as Peter was doing, to specific events in 
the life of our Lord. As one modern writer looking at the 
Letter to the Hebrews observes, “there is the view that 
the Old Testament as a whole is one vast prophecy of 
Jesus Christ, and not merely here and there a source of 
prophecies about Him.”  And in Prophets and Psalms 
Emanuel Swedenborg shows that the Psalms, when 
understood at their deepest level of meaning, are all 
about Him.   

 
But then all this was indicated by the Lord Himself. In 

John’s Gospel He says at one point that the Scriptures – 
that is, the Old Testament – “bear witness about me”. 
And as Luke’s Gospel records, when describing His walk 
with the two going down to Emmaus on the first Easter 
Day, 
 

And beginning with Moses and all the 
Prophets, He interpreted to them in all 
the Scriptures the things concerning 
Himself.   

 

(Continued on page 8) 

God is our Refuge and Strength -  
 
The Book of Psalms 

I am delighted to be able to present to Lifeline readers a series of articles by Rev John 
Elliott. In this first article John writes about the deepest level of meaning in the Psalms. 
 

“By David we have to understand the Lord. In the Psalms therefore, wherever 
David is the speaker, the Lord is meant in the spiritual sense.”   
Prophets and Psalms  
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Later still, on that first Easter Day, our Lord “stood 
among” His disciples and others who were with them. To 
this group, as again is recorded in the Gospel of Luke, 
He declared,   
 

These are my words that I spoke to you 
while I was still with you, that everything 
written about me in the Law of Moses 
and the Prophets and the Psalms must 
be fulfilled.   

 
The real theme therefore of the sacred songs known as 
the Psalms - as it is in the Law and the Prophets, which 
in the Hebrew Bible precede the Book of Psalms - is our 
Lord and Saviour.   In my next article I shall be looking at 
the first two Psalms, which ‘constitute an introduction to 
the Psalter’ and so introduce us to that real theme.   
 

To be continued 

(Continued from page 7) 
 

What would you give your right hand for? 

Our Lord said some startling things while on earth. He 
said,  
 

“If your hand or foot causes you to sin, 
cut it off and throw it away. It is better 
for you to enter life maimed or crippled 
than to have two hands or two feet and 
be thrown into eternal fire.”  
Matthew 18:8 

 
I wonder if anyone has literally obeyed these things? 

 
The other day on the radio I listened to a man who 

actually cut his right hand off to save his life. While rock 
climbing in a very isolated place, his hand became 
trapped underneath a rock. He tried to lever the rock off 
in various ways. When he realised that he would never 
move it, he decided that the only way he would live was 
to cut his hand off. Obviously he lived to tell the tale. 
Now he has a sophisticated prosthetic hand. When 
asked how he could cut his hand off, he said that he 
kept focussing on the one thing that made his life worth 
living. 
 

It set me thinking about what I would focus on in 
such a situation. I can think of various things in my life 
which are important but I couldn’t imagine what the one 
thing would be. 

 
When the Lord spoke about removing hands or feet, 

He was speaking about the need to remove things 
which have the power to trap and destroy us spiritually. 
They are not physical organs but self-centred, sensual, 
worldly delights and attitudes. Things like always 

thinking of ourselves and not about the effect of what 
we say and do on others; or trying to protect ourselves 
from being emotionally hurt by becoming bitter and 
manipulative. Worldly ambition, power and money 
maybe the one thing we strive for. If such things are the 
‘one thing’ we are not willing to give up, we will never 
become truly human. 

 
Even though we are trapped, the Lord is - present 

and will offer opportunities for us to change. It may take 
Him many years to get us to face reality and even more 
time before we are ready to ruthlessly cut out this 
attitude. 

 
At first we avoid doing anything about our attitudes 

and behaviour blaming everyone else but ourselves, 
such as our partner, parents or our education. We use 
the popular phrase of, “he/she/they made me do it!” 
However if we want to become more truly human we 
have to bite the bullet and take responsibility for 
ourselves. We have to cut off or gouge out attitudes and 
behaviours which are keeping us stuck and trapped. It 
can be as painful as cutting our hand off. It takes time 
but once done the Lord introduces new attitudes and a 
new focus which, in time, will bring us greater joy and 
delight. 

 
What is the one thing you would be willing to give 

your right hand for? 
 

Rev John Sutton 

But because the eye, in the spiritual sense, signifies everything pertaining to the understanding and 
thought there from, and the right hand everything pertaining to the will and affection thence, it is 
obvious that by plucking, out the right eye, if it caused to stumble, is signified, that if evil be thought, 
it must be rejected from the thought; and that by cutting off the right hand, if it caused to stumble, is 
signified, that if evil be willed, it must be shaken off from the will. For neither the eye nor the right 
hand can cause to stumble, but the thought of the understanding and the affection of the will to 
which they correspond, can cause to stumble.   
 
Extract from Apocalypse Explained 600,8 (commenting on Matthew 5:29,30) 
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Last year Bev Johnson from Braithwaite New Church, 
Keighley received a certificate stating she has reached 
New Church College Level One. This was a good 
achievement for anyone but has been especially 
noteworthy because Bev continued working full time 
during the 5 years of study. 
 

Why did she set out on this path? Originally Bev 
dreamed of working with young people professionally 
within the Church. She felt the Church had a message 
relevant to young people but that sometimes it lacked 
the structures and systems in place to deliver a lively 
youth orientated approach. Bev wanted to be a youth 
worker but one who had a strong knowledge of the 
doctrines to use in worship and to help young people 
grow in all aspects of their lives. 

 
As she read Swedenborg her appreciation of the 

doctrines grew. As she matured as a person she realised 
that with support from the college she felt able to work 
not only with young people but also with a much wider 
age group. Alongside her work with college Bev 
completed CAM level one and has become an 
established worship leader.  

 
So what is she doing now? Is she completing her 

studies? Over to Bev. 
 
 
 
 
For the last few years I’ve had a goal. Completing Level 
One at college. There were a few times I didn’t think I’d 
make it but I did. Many of you know I used to be a 
teacher. Now I work for Bradford Nightstop. Does this fit 
in with my dream of working for the Church?  
 

Well yes I believe it does, but I have a wide view of 
the meaning of the word Church. To me every single 
person created has the potential to become an angel in 
one of the heavens. The Lord loves each person he 
created and wants them to live in a heavenly society 
suited to them. Some people, for many reasons, either 
loose the plot of this simple truth or never fully 
appreciate it in the first place. I admit to veering on the 
edge of being attracted to attending evangelical 
churches at times. Why? It appears to me that they are 
more involved in offering practical assistance to people 
in need. Hold on I hear some of you saying, we do as 
much as we can with our numbers. Many people 
connected with our churches will also do a lot of 
voluntary work away from our sites. 

 
 I became involved with Bradford Nightstop over five 

years ago when I became a volunteer host. I had a spare 
room and once a week I would allow an otherwise 
roofless youngster to stay with me. To me it was my own 
way of putting my faith into concrete action. Little was I 
to know that Bradford Nightstop would become my 
career. 

Bradford Nightstop has two main objectives. The first 
to provide safe and secure emergency accommodation 
to 16 to 25 year olds and the second to provide 
preventative and informative education to people. I co-
ordinate roughly 50 volunteers and staff across Bradford 
and Keighley  Young people are referred via trained 
agencies that help to assess the suitability of a young 
person. Trained volunteer telephone contact people take 
calls in their own homes and carry out a risk assessment 
of the young person with the agency worker. If there is a 
suitable host available that night the young person is told 
where to go to get a taxi to their host. In the morning the 
young person may need to return to that agency or a 
different one which deals with finding accommodation for 
young people. Most young people use Bradford 
Nightstop once or twice before perhaps going back 
home. Others use a succession of beds until a flat or 
hostel place is available. Unfortunately we do not always 
have a host available. Today for example I have two 
beds available so if three calls come in the third 
youngster may be forced to sleep rough tonight. 

 
Hosts offer a young person a meal, the chance to 

wash, the chance to relax, the chance to sleep and often 
the chance to talk about their situation. As I still host I get 
to meet some of the young people our scheme helps. 
There is a saying that a picture says a thousand words I 
think that opening your door to a stranger must say as 
many if not more. 
 

I am privileged in working with a committed group of 
volunteers from different faith backgrounds and from no 
faith background. I recruit new volunteers, train them and 
keep in close contact with them. Over my time here I 
have had several volunteers take a rest time from 
Nightstop because of their personal circumstances. 
Some of them have been diagnosed with cancer or brain 
tumours; others have had a bereavement of a close 
family member. In this situation I find myself able to 
spend time talking to people. Just today I have heard 
that a man who hosted until Christmas has died. His wife 
has said that she will be back by October as a host. I 
listen. I offer prayer if I feel appropriate with someone. It 
is not always so. Thus I may say a quiet prayer before or 
after dealing with an issue. Our Muslim chair recently 
lost a child from his family. I was able to pay my respects 
within his community. I feel the Lord working through my 
contacts with those from other faiths. I find many of the 
young Muslims I come into daily contact with very open 
to the doctrines of our Church. 
  

Bradford Nightstop makes a real difference to young 
people. In almost 11 years of operation we have had 
over 4000 referrals asking for an emergency bed for that 
night. The Keighley church congregation is now actively 
involved with Nightstop. They provide a considerable 
amount of socks and soap, shampoo, T- shirts etc that 
young people can use. One person from Keighley 

(Continued on page 10) 

Bradford Nightstop 
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Church has become a trained telephone contact person 
following a service that I led on homelessness. Our 
Dalton Church and Bradford Churches have given me 
the chance to talk to their fellowship groups and have 
made donations to us. Keighley Church donated half the 
Christmas Day offertory and held a collection following a 
service on homelessness. I used a condensed version of 
the Keighley service for a piece of assessment for my 
level one course at the college. I know that the 
information I give about Nightstop always affects people.                                                                                                                
 

Bradford Nightstop is one of 43 Nightstop schemes 
up and down the country. To find out if there is a scheme 
near you visit the website of Nightstop UK. Just type 
Nightstop UK into your google box. Then go to 
“schemes” for information on schemes throughout 
England. Those of you in Scotland may be interested to 
know that the Scottish Church House Association is 
researching a scheme. They can be contacted on 0131 
477 4500 and ask to speak to Diane Beckett. 

 
In Australia there is a steering group looking to set 

up a Nightstop scheme south of Brisbane. They 
anticipate that this will take between 15 and 18 months 

to set up. If you are elsewhere in Australia or the UK and 
would like to enquire about how to set up a scheme in 
your area please contact Greg Thompson of Nightstop 
UK. His email address is greg@nightstop-uk.org 

 
Nightstop really makes a difference. It is ordinary 

people doing an extraordinary act within their own 
community. Many of our churches are close to where a 
scheme already exists. Perhaps you could ask for a 
display to be put up in your hall or invite someone to 
speak at a group. Perhaps your Church could organise a 
service on the issue of homelessness. 

 
If you would like further information And don’t have 

access to the Internet please contact me on 01274 
776888. Our web address is bradfordnightstop.org and 
our email is admin@bradfordnightstop.org.uk  

 
Alone we are insignificant together we can change a 

person’s world. 
 

Bev Johnson 
 

(Continued from page 9) 
 

 
Helping someone in need 
Showing someone that you care 
This is the way to show our Maker’s love 
Reaching out hands to help 
Being a friend, being there, 
Letting them see the good in you. 
  
We can reach out 
Showing someone compassion 
Giving ourselves is what we bring 
Sharing friendship 
Giving as we’ve been given 
Showing our love giving our praise To the King 

  
In Arcana Caelestia 6737  it says 
 

 “….for when anyone looks with charity on someone in distress……a feeling of compassion is 
aroused. And since the feeling is stirred by the Lord, it is an alerting by Him. Indeed when people 
who are perceptive have feelings of compassion they know that they are being alerted by the Lord to 
offer help.”   

 
Amen! 
  
  

(Continued from page 11)  
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Bradford 
 
The Bradford Telegraph and Argus recently printed an article written by Mary Burnley in their column ‘Point of View - 
Faith Matters’. Here is the article the paper printed. 
 

Love key to New Church 
 

What is the New Church? Mary Burnley, Bradford and Saltaire Secretary, offers an introduction. 
 
The Bradford and Saltaire New Church meets on its premises at Ashfield venue, Frizinghall and the 
Keighley New Church is located on Braithwaite Road. The other West Yorkshire congregation is at 
Dalton, Huddersfield. I can happily supply further details of events on (01274) 11082. The New Church, 
sometimes called Swedenborgian in the way that others are called Wesleyan or Lutheran, is a Christian 
Church dedicated to the worship of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 
 
We try to live by the two great commandments of Love to the Lord and love for our neighbours, which 
embody all the Ten Commandments given by the Lord to Moses. 
 
We believe the Bible is His Word, teaching us the way to live our lives in such a way that we can serve 
Him and other people, not being greedy or selfish but being caring and sharing. He tells us that He 
always teaches through parables (Matthew 13, v, 34) and we believe the whole Bible is His inspired 
Word - a series of parables which can be related to our individual lives. 
 
The Lord Himself revealed the hidden meaning of some of His parables to His disciples, and when the 
time was ripe He revealed to Emanuel Swedenborg, an 18th century scientist and theologian, further 
depths of meaning and insight into much of His word, revealing truths about heaven, man’s spiritual 
progress, and about the Lord Himself. 
 
These revelations are published in his many books, from which we can hear about the Lord, His kingdom 
and life after death. We try to express, to share and to experience with others in life an inclusive, non-
judgemental vision of God’s kingdom. We try to be a loving, serving and welcoming Church, sharing 
friendship with all who love God, no matter how they worship Him, or what they call Him. ‘The Lord our 
God is one Lord’. 

 
 
Kensington 
 
“TATTY ANNA’S SECRET” – A CHILDREN’S MUSICAL SHOW HELD AT KENSINGTON CHURCH 
  
35 children aged between 3 and 10 acted and danced the story 
of a shabby Russian doll with beauty within in Kensington 
Church in January. The children and parents are becoming quite 
familiar with the church surroundings and personnel since this is 
the third show staged. The part of Tatty Anna was played by a 
little girl who is herself Russian by birth and Russian goods, 
provided by “Love Russia” a British Christian charity which helps 
Russian orphans, and refreshments were sold after the show. 
The Deputy of the Cinque Ports Liberty of Brightlingsea (aka 
Michael Hindley)  in his impressive gold chain with a giant carved 
opal, opened the proceedings and Mr Nick Ross of Crimewatch 
U.K. (a close neighbour of the Church) closed them. Friends 
from West Wickham and Greenhill not only attended the show 
but helped Kensington folk sell refreshments.  £270 was raised. 
  
 
     The show was summed up in the words of the Finale song,  
  

(Continued on page 10) 
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The Holy City Society 

In Apocalypse Revealed number 879 we read this about the New Church, 
 

And I John saw the holy city New Jerusalem coming down from God out of heaven, signifies the 
New Church to be established by the Lord at the end of the former church, which will be consociated 
with the New Heaven in Divine truths as to doctrine and as to life. 

 
by “Jerusalem” is signified the church; . . . which is called “a city and described as a city from 
doctrine and from a life according to it, for “a city” in the spiritual sense signifies doctrine. It is called 
holy’ from the Lord, who alone is holy, and from the Divine truths which are in it derived from the 
Word from the Lord, which are called holy 

 
From this passage there are two important ideas for me. The first important idea is that in this “city” the Divine 

truths are holy because they are from the Lord. We can see this reflected in the fact that the New Church to be 
established by the Lord will be consociated with the New Heaven in Divine truths as to doctrine and life. For me this 
means that the Writings of the New Church are the prime authority when I think about matters to do with religion and 
life. I take my viewpoint from what I understand the Lord has revealed in His Second Coming in the Writings. This 
means, for example, that I can not look at what I see happening in today’s world and then go to the Writings to try 
and justify what may appear acceptable to many in society today. I feel this is the wrong way round of looking at 
things for the New Church. 

 
The second important idea is that this New Church, “the holy city New Jerusalem” is something new, we note 

that the AR passage refers to the end of the former church. I believe this means that the New Church is a completely 
new and distinct spiritual entity which can stand on its own. It is not just an enhanced Christian Church, neither are 
the Writings just part of new age thinking or philosophy, they too stand alone. 

 
If you believe that the Writings need to be the prime authority in your life and that the New Church needs to be 

distinctive I invite you to consider associating yourself with a new society, ‘the Holy City Society.’ 
 

We hope to exist within the Conference Organisation which traditionally has always been able to accept a wide 
range of viewpoints. The Holy City Society will exist for quiet reflection, study and thought on what the Lord tells us in 
the Writings about how we prepare ourselves for the life in heaven for which He has created us. We hope to issue an 
occasional magazine and doctrinal papers: if there were enough of us we could meet from time to time for worship 
and study. The Holy City Society does not wish to be a campaigning or pressure group, however we do want to 
affirm what we believe the Writings to be teaching us and thus offer an alternative viewpoint when issues arise in the 
church. 

 
If, after reflection, you think you might be interested in joining the Holy City Society please telephone or write to 

me. (One of our differences is not to be part of the world wide web alongside everything else it contains.) I look 
forward to hearing from you. 

 
Rev Alan Lewin 

36 Standmoor Road   
Whitefield  

Manchester M45 7PN 
0161 796 7646 
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