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Light and Darkness at Easter

There's a lot of drama surrounding Jesus' last week on earth. People tend to focus mostly on His crucifixion, but from
the time He entered Jerusalem on to the day of resurrection, the gospel story is full of dramatic happenings. One
excellent way of preparing for Easter is to read the appropriate chapters from one of the gospels.

Reading quietly and reflectively, and trying to engage with the atmosphere in Jerusalem and the surrounding district,
you will surely sense the tension and drama, the struggle for power, the feeling of danger, strong teaching and
warnings from Jesus, personal challenge and tragedy involving various disciples, and much more besides. For the
Christian, it all comes to a wonderful climax on Easter Sunday, when the risen and glorified Lord Jesus Christ
demonstrates that the power of love is stronger than evil, and that falsity can never extinguish truth.

The introduction to John's Gospel contains that memorable phrase, The light shines in the darkness, and the
darkness has not overwhelmed it. It's a concept - nay, a reality! - that we turn to as we celebrate Advent and
Christmas, when we are preparing to remember the coming of the Christ-child at Bethlehem. Perhaps it's because of
the long hours of deep darkness in December that we find it a very potent idea. Candles have become very popular
again in recent years, both at home, in churches, and when tragedies occur, and we know that the light of just one
candle can dispel the darkness in a darkened room.

Easter's very dramatic story expresses a truth which the whole of humankind needs to know. It is, of course,
expressed in various ways in all the great religions of the world. The Christian understanding of that truth, especially
as it is demonstrated so beautifully and clearly in the teachings revealed by the Lord at His second coming, is so
valuable and unique because it shows a Divine creative power which is essentially human. For us, God is not just an
abstract power or force, controlling things - or not controlling things! - from afar. He is a divinely human God. He is
our Lord. He is our Father. He knows us intimately, and personally. Our humanity is modelled on His. Yes, He is
infinite, and we are finite. But we are made in His image and after His likeness. We care about people and things, we
have our values, because that's what it means to be human. Our humanity is on the micro scale, His is on the macro.
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We are human because He is human. It is His life that He breathes into us, and which gives us a sense of being, of
personality, and of uniqueness.

One of the consequences of modern methods of communication is that we become so well aware of the existence of
evil forces wreaking havoc all around the world. We can all too easily begin to feel overwhelmed by it all, to feel that
darkness is descending upon the human race. There are times of personal adversity when we can easily lose hope.
Fortunately, most people are able to find a balance, and to be reassured by the existence of so much goodness.
Most of us sense and even understand that there is a power we can draw upon when it is needed. It comes in many
forms, sometimes as a very personal faith, sometimes through the support of others.

| believe this optimism and positive spirit is possible because God Himself came and overcame. All the negative
states of mind can be redeemed when we turn to our Lord for help. He knows and cares, and will do everything we
need to find happiness and fulfilment, provided we accept our responsibility to work with Him. That's all He asks, that
we invite Him in, and respond by doing all we can to resist evil feelings and seek the light of truth.

Rev Bruce Jarvis

Shining Soul

DVD SERIES PRESENTS

A new DVD has recently been released on the life of Helen Keller.

With the title “Shining Soul: Helen Keller's Spiritual Life and Legacy”
this entirely new documentary beautifully captures Helen Keller's
amazing life and the inspiration she found in the writings of Emanuel
Swedenborg.

The 57 minute DVD, produced by the Swedenborg Foundation,
includes interviews, extensive film footage of her life, and dramatic re-
enactments.

The technical quality of this production is superb and it is a delight to
watch. Apart from buying it for individual use | would strongly
recommend that church groups buy one to make available on loan so
that it can be seen by the widest possible audience.

The Swedenborg Foundation are currently selling this DVD at $24.95
from their online store at swedenborg.com and it is also available
from amazon.com at the same price. However | am sure it will be
available in the UK shortly.

Alan Misson

(Continued from page 3)

such circumstances, but of us needing to break through to, and to re-discover Him. And it's what Jesus did, wasn't it?
Indeed He had His anguish and despair. But He moved on, and moved within, and was given to see things
differently. He re-discovered the Divine within and was able to say, “Father, forgive them, for they do not know what
they do.” (Luke 23:34)

Rev lan Arnold



Where is God when we need Him most?

In all likelihood all of us have wondered about this.
There are some, I'm sure, who can recall times when,
despairingly, they have cried out to God who seems not
to hear, or to be moved by the situation in which they
find themselves. “Where is God”, we ask, “when we
need Him most”

Right up against Easter, as we are, we are reminded
that the anguish out of which this question arises,
descended on Jesus for a time. When, while being
crucified, He looked for re-assurance, it wasn't there.
Not a sign. Not a token. And what came into His mind,
as we know, were the haunting, desperate words of
Psalm 22, the first verse of which He gave voice to. Do
you remember them? | have known them to bring tears
to people’s eyes as they hear them read. “My God, my
God, why have you forsaken me?” At no other time did
the Almighty seem further away than at that awful
moment.

But was the Almighty far
Uncaring?

away? Disinterested?

No, He wasn't. But, clearly, it was the way it seemed. It
was the way it appeared. In reality, the Divine was with,
and within Jesus as much as He had ever been. It's not
that the Divine had withdrawn, even though that was the
impression Jesus had. Rather, it was a case of Jesus’
mind and thoughts being drawn away into His anxieties
and fears, re-inforced as all these were by the awful
physical suffering He was going through. The Almighty
didn't “take leave” of Jesus. It was these anxieties and
fears which had drawn Jesus away from Him.

We get it badly wrong in thinking of God “out there” and
at different times drawing close to us or going away and
becoming remote to us. No, no, it's not the way it is. If -
and when - God seems close to us it is because of the
inner state we are in. If - and also when - He seems
remote and distant to us, far away, this, too, is also due
to the state we are in.

The reality is that God is constantly with us. And He is
with us deeply, deeply, within. He is with us, He said,
“wherever we go” (Joshua 1:9) You do not find God “out
there”, somewhere beyond the clouds, Him there and
we here. But it is in going within that we begin to truly
encounter Him.

But how infrequently do we do this! The fact is that we
live life much more on the surface. To a certain extent,
yes, we have to. But because of this, for much of the
time God seems remote, sometimes uncaring, and even
irrelevant. In the midst of supermarket shopping, coping
with peak-hour traffic, paying bills, keeping children
clothed and gardens tidy, and unless we deliberately
recall Him and finds ways of getting in touch with
Him (via such things as reading the Word and prayer),
God can seem a thousand miles away.

It's worse, of course, when we are in strife, things fall
apart and the unexpected and unwanted happens to us.
It's worse because our thinking and feelings are drawn
even more into the realm of this outer, physical world.
Aches and ailments and set-backs, or whatever, press
down heavily on us, cutting us off even more, and
obscuring, the inner reality of the Divine inmostly with
us; of the Lord always present and ever with us.

If He is there, He - however - seems to do nothing. He
lets the most dreadful things happen such as we can
hardly bear to hear about and don’t want to know about.
“Where is God when we need Him most?” Why
doesn’t He show His hand and do something about it?

But He is there!

Yes, we would love Him to openly show His hand. This
was what Jesus was also looking out for. But to do this
would involve Him wundoing a carefully crafted
mechanism within which lies the hope of each person’s
eternal well-being and happiness. Evil sometimes has to
be permitted (never willed - but permitted) for the sake
of the end, which is salvation. (see paragraphs 275ff in
the book, “Angelic Wisdom concerning Divine
Providence”).

Permitting, though, doesn't mean He doesn't do
anything. The Writings speak of thousands of things
going on, of which we are unconscious, the Lord
strengthening people for ordeals they are going through,
striving to bend evil to good, working that lessons may
be learnt, and so on.

All temptation, our Doctrines teach us, is accompanied
by the feeling that God is far away and either unmindful
of what is happening or is unaware and doesn't care.
(see, for example, Arcana Caelestia 840) That's the
appearance. That's how it seems. The truth is,
however, that the Lord is more present then than a
person can possibly believe, secretly giving support.
(see True Christian Religion 126)

The asking of the question, then, “Where is God when
we need Him most”, is an indication of spiritual
torment and stress. If we are asking it, it's as well to
recognise this. And if we know of someone else asking
it, it's useful to know this is so. It's also an indication of
us having been drawn away into the outer and more
shallow “world” of appearances; of how things seem.

One way or another then we (or that other person of
whom we are aware) needs to be helped to move back
to, and to re-discover, the inner truth, and the inner
reality, of God always present, ever there, giving
comfort and courage and strength and forbearance. As |
understand the teaching given, it is not a matter of God
needing to “break through” to us at such times and in

(Continued on page 2)



Victorian Sermons

| have recently come across a book of eight sermons by
Rev John Presland, published in 1874. He was then
Minister at the Argyle Square Church, King's Cross. All
eight sermons are on the Lord's Prayer. Victorian
rhetoric is splendid stuff. | am reminded of a comment in
a recent article by Rev Edward Norman, former Dean of
Peterhouse College, Cambridge. He said:

“The message promoted by the institutional churches in
Britain is scarcely distinctive at all, appearing to be a
sanctified endorsement of the Humanist preoccupation
with the details of material welfare, which is general in
our society”.

“From which pronouncement of Church bodies do we
now hear the clear indictment of human sin, and from
what pulpit are the follies of each of us regularly
condemned? Instead men and women are given a kind
of reassurance; the sins of the age are not the
consequence of what we are, but of particular material
errors; how we have treated the environment, the
economic distribution, the available resources for
welfare, the integrity of other people.”

John Presland had no difficulty in making a ‘clear
indictment of human sin’. Consider these passages:

“It needs but a glance into our streets, but a short hour’s
study of our newspaper, to convince us how vast must
be the change before Our Father’'s government can be
supreme in this fair dear England of ours ..... for so long
as we are parties to imperial oppression, or withhold our
efforts to banish ignorance and crime and fraud and
disease and want, so long are we hypocrites as often as
we take upon our lips the holy words, ‘Thy Kingdom
come’.”

“Yet how often, instead of manifesting this spirit of
mutual helpfulness, the business by which men earn
their daily bread betrays most sordid selfishness; each
striving to flourish at the expense of others, and
regarding the prosperity of his brother as so much
subtracted from his own gain. With far too many the
great object is to get as rich as possible in a short as
possible a time; and to this unhallowed aim - itself a
violation of the heaven-inspired simplicity which
contents itself with daily bread - men are everywhere
sacrificing the charity involved in the social prayer, ‘Give
us our daily bread’. And this evil is conspicuous
throughout commercial life, displayed alike in the
reckless speculations, with other people’s money, which
have plunged so many hapless victims into penury; in
the adulterations, the false weights and balances, and
the fraudulent pufferies of retail dealers; in the
carelessness of capitalists to the welfare of their
labourers, in the indifference of workmen to their
employers’ interests, and their rattenings and other
oppressions among themselves. Every one is struggling
for himself, regardless of all others; clamorously striving

for that daily bread which Jesus bids us pray for as a
common blessing, to be shared by all children of our
Father in the heavens.”

Rev John Presland, preaching at the church in King’'s
Cross must have had many “capitalists” and “retail
dealers” in his congregation. | wonder what they made
of this.

And here is another forceful passage:

“When we remember the indispensableness of
forgiveness one towards another, to our own absolution
before God, it is terrible to observe the prevalence of
sentiments directly opposite, and the light estimation in
which they are too often held. How many families are
divided - how many friends and associates severed by
suspicion and dislike!l How many hold aloof from
enterprises they approve, from aversion towards those
pursuing them! How many appeal to litigation to crush
those they regard as enemies! How often are our
streets disturbed by disgraceful fights of men and boys -
ay, and of women also! And in all these cases how
eagerly the bystanders take sides with the disputants,
instead of striving for the blessing promised to the
peacemakers! Wherever angry passions smoulder, a
host of tale-bearers, scandal-mongers, and slanderers,
are ready to fan them to a flame. My brethren, these
things ought not so to be. Here we are - children of the
same Father, fed by the same bounty, cheered by the
same hope, subject to the same infirmities, debtors to
the same Lord - wasting our little day of preparation for
eternity, in wrangling and quarrels and envyings against
another! And all the time we know, that except from our
hearts we forgive very one our brother his trespass,
God will not - God cannot - remit our own load of guilty
obligation to Himself”.

| quote a final passage, which is not an indictment of
sin, as such, but which seems to be particularly
appropriate to our present times.

“Are we blessed with wise, benignant laws? a political
constitution sufficiently expansive to admit of every
change demanded by social progress, yet strong
enough to maintain its continuity unbroken? with
administrations generally uncorrupted and patriotic? and
a sovereign, whose claim to loyalty is sustained by
personal worth, and willingly conceded by the affections
of her people? Remember, while we venerate the
memory of the great and good who have bequeathed us
our English liberties, and render to our statesmen and
our Queen the honour due to their services and virtue,
that we reverence them but as instruments, and ascribe
all the blessings we enjoy through their means to Him
whose only is the Kingdom.”

Guy de Moubray
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