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Do not be afraid 
 
A number of times Jesus told His followers not to be afraid. "Fear not," He would say to people. He wanted to 
reassure them that no matter what was happening to them, the Lord God was with them. On one occasion He told 
His disciples.  
 

“Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not one of them falls to the ground apart from the will of 
your Father. Even the very hairs of your head are all numbered. So don't be afraid; you are north 
more than many sparrows” Matthew 10:29-30 

 
That's an extraordinary thing to say. Just think about it. Our Creator God is involved with even the, apparently, least 
significant parts of our world. Initially, that seems to be utterly impossible. Absurd. Crazy! But is it as impossible an 
idea as all that? I don't believe it is. The more I think about it, the more l realise the truth of Jesus' words. 
 
Our trouble is that we tend to see things from our very limited, finite viewpoint. We find it hard not to he subjective 
when we look at life. We see everything from a human angle. Left to ourselves, we would like everything to be put 
right immediately. Why does life have to be so complicated? Why do we appear to have to cope with so many 
unnecessary hardships and difficulties, often not of our own making? 
 
We could regard it as a great irony, almost a contradiction, that Jesus also said He had come to enable men and 
women to experience life in all its wonderful abundance. It was His desire then, and still is now, that we should have 
life, and have it to the full. (John 10.10) In which case, why on earth do we have to go through so many agonies, so 
many heartaches, so many disappointments, so many tragedies … ? 
 
I believe the Heavenly Teachings for the New Age, revealed to humankind through the writings of Emanuel 
Swedenborg have some wonderfully wise and insightful things to say to us, which help us to make sense of the 
apparent contradiction between the promise and the actuality Even at a natural level, appearances are often 
misleading and that is most certainly the case when we are considering deeper things. 

(Continued on page 2) 
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In fact, so our teachings tell us, because men and 
women are finite and have a limited capacity to 
understand what are Divine and Infinite realities, we 
only ever have “apparent truths" in our minds. As we 
grow in wisdom (because we are attempting to apply 
our knowledge and faith to life) our understanding does 
grow deeper. That process continues to eternity in the 
spiritual world. But there is a very real sense in which 
we can only ever approach the truth. We can never see 
it and understand it as it really is because the Truth is 
Divine. 
 
So, yes, we find it difficult to comprehend how our Lord 
Jesus Christ, the one God of heaven and earth, can 
possibly be involved in the affairs of this world right 
down to the hairs of our head, or even to the birds and 
insects. But to say anything else would be to limit Him, 
to put boundaries upon Him, boundaries created by our 
limited minds. 
 

What we cannot see, and are not allowed to be aware 
of, is the extent of the Lord's involvement in the tiniest, 
seemingly insignificant, details of our lives. His concern, 
you see, is for what lasts for ever, what will bless us to 
all eternity. The things of this natural life, which we have 
or want for just a few fleeting years, pass away. Our 
Lords concern is for us to acquire the values and inner 
states which neither moths nor rust can corrupt which 
the world can neither give nor take away. For that to 
happen you and I must be in freedom, the freedom to 
make choices which will form our new will and new 
understanding. It is to enable that to happen that our 
Lord chooses to limit His power, to permit human 
suffering, so that the greater, long-term benefits can be 
known and experienced. We may not enjoy the storms 
of life, whatever form they take, but the peace and relief 
that follow them is a blessing and a foretaste of the 
kingdom or heaven. 
 

Rev Bruce Jarvis 

(Continued from page 1) 

 

Conference - Senior Minister’s Keynote Address 

The Heart of the Matter 
 

“Save me, O God! 
For the waters have come up to my neck.”  
Psalm 69.1 

 
These words faced me as I opened my Bible to turn to 
the Lord in preparation for writing my Keynote Address.  
How they expressed what I was feeling, far better than 
any words of my own!  I read all the 36 verses and then 
the next two psalms. 
 

“Make haste, O God to deliver me! 
Make haste to help me, O Lord!”   
Psalm 70.1 

 
Who could stop reading when the words are taken right 
out of - not my mouth; I wasn’t so acknowledging of 
where I really was - but my heart. There my heart was 
pouring forth to the Lord, and with tears I had to 
acknowledge that that was where I really was. Not on 
some mountain-top bathed in the Lord’s love and in an 
enlightened state, but drowning in the waters, being 
sucked into the mire, going under. 
 
Help!  The call had come at last!  Not from God but from 
the Editor of Lifeline asking for a copy of my Keynote 
Address by July 17, a week before I was due to give it!  
He was very understanding and asked ever so nicely 
and knew people worked in different ways, but might it 
be possible? 

Weeks ago I had told myself that if ‘they’ wanted my 
address written down, ‘they’ would have to record it as I 
delivered it and write it out from that. Readers would just 
have to wait, because that’s how I work. And what did I 
say to the editor? As he spoke, my reasoning betrayed 
me. I thought, well, it would ease the pressure at the 
last minute if I’d already written what I was going to say.  
There could be an advantage in working differently. So I 
heard myself say, “Ok, I’ll do my best to let you have it 
by July 17.” 
 
I must be mad. Not only had I to deliver an address at 
Conference, but now I had to write one a week early!  
Double pressure. Triple. Because when you write, you 
only have one stab at the cherry. You have to get it right 
first time. When you talk, if people seem not to 
understand, you can try expressing it a different way or 
change tactics. You can be open to the moment, go with 
the flow. 
 
What is it with us that we are so hooked on having 
things written down? It wasn’t enough to write for 
Lifeline, oh no. The Chief Executive started on at me.  
“You know your address is published in the Year 
Book?’” “Er, ye-es.” “Well don’t worry about putting it in 
the size it will appear in the Year Book. It’s a very odd 
size, not at all standard. The Information 
Communication Technology Manager will see to that.  
And we have now started pinning up a copy on the 
notice-board at Conference. People like to refresh their 

(Continued on page 3) 
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memory. Don’t worry about the size. Just email the 
address to me and I’ll see to that.” 
 
Just email a copy to me! If only it were so easy! I naively 
thought it was going to be easy. I chose the theme 
months ago, ‘The Heart of the Matter’, and have been 
collecting quotations ever since. I’ve been waking up in 
the morning, and saying in my head what I would like to 
say to you. I’ve done that so many times that I must 
have an address there by now. But when I came to co-
ordinate the material and put it in some sort of order, 
what did I really want to say?   
 
For several days now I’ve prayed Psalms 69-71.  
  

“O God, You know my foolishness.”    
 What am I doing here? 
“Let not those who seek You be confounded 
because of me.”   
 Please let me not lead people astray.   
“Hear me, O Lord, for Your loving kindness is 
good… 
And do not hide Your face from Your servant, 
For I am in trouble... 
Draw near to my soul, and redeem it;  
Deliver me because of my enemies.”   

 
My enemies? All the thoughts that pull me down, that 
say, “I can’t do this. This isn’t the way I work.  What 
have I let myself in for?” The hells are having a field day 
with me.   
 

“But I am poor and sorrowful; 
Let Your salvation, O God,  
set me up on high.” 

 
It doesn’t have to be very high. You can only fall from 
high places. If I’m just standing up, clear of the water, 
out of danger, presentable, ok. Just me. After all, you 
made me, so I must be ok. I didn’t choose to be here. I 
said, ‘No.’ But then, you put the idea into my head that I 
could say, ‘Yes. I do have something to offer.’ You really 
know how to get at people. How could I be here doing 
this job without having to hang onto your every word? I 
could have been having a very happy retirement. I was 
having a very happy retirement. But no! 
 
You sent for me.  “This three year break’s gone on long 
enough,” you said. Well, I’ve had a good rest. How 
could I cope with the whole church otherwise? However 
do my colleagues cope? They are all workaholics.  
Can’t you stop them, God, before they all break down?  
And the laity are as bad, if not worse. They can’t go on 
holiday because they’ve too much to do. God, don’t let 
them all get ill. Don’t leave me high and dry. High and 
dry? Isn’t that what I was just wanting?  Didn’t I just say, 
“standing up, clear of the water, out of danger”?  But 
high and dry, on my own?   
 
O God, do I have to stay right here with my feet in the 
water, maybe not just my feet, but the rest of me too?  
Maybe I could swim, or you could carry me in a boat.  
Isn’t there something about being carried along in the 
flow of Divine Providence? 
 

“In You, O Lord, I put my trust; 
Let me never be put to shame. 
Deliver me in Your righteousness,  
and cause me to escape; 
Incline Your ear to me, and save me. 
Be my strong refuge, 
To which I may resort continually; 
You have given the commandment to save me, 
For You are my rock and my fortress.” 
Psalm 71.1-3 

 
Let’s pause there a moment. You might like to sit 
comfortably and slowly read again these words of 
Psalm 71 taking in their meaning. Then just relax and 
read them again, even more slowly, savouring them, 
letting them sink into your heart.  Stay with them awhile 
focussing on those words that struck you most. 
 
How is your heart feeling now? What is one effect of 
taking in these words? I know I feel strengthened to 
continue, as Elijah did when he was fed by the angel in 
the wilderness. 1 Kings 19. 
 
Soak your heart and mind in the following words that I 
was drawn to in the book of Deuteronomy in my search 
for the heart of the matter. The heart figures 
prominently, both the Lord’s and ours. Of the Lord’s love 
and mercy: 
 

“The Lord your God is a merciful God; he will not 
abandon or destroy you.’”  
Deuteronomy 4.31.  

  
“The Lord set his affection on your forefathers 
and loved them, and he chose you, their 
descendants, above all the nations, as it is 
today.”  Deuteronomy 10.15 

 
In return our hearts and souls are called upon to seek, 
love and serve him:  
 

“If you seek the Lord your God, you will find him 
if you look for him with all your heart and with all 
your soul.” Deuteronomy 4.29. 
 
“Love the Lord your God with all your heart and 
with all your soul and with all your strength.  
These commandments that I give you today are 
to be upon your hearts.” Deuteronomy 6.5-6.  

  
“And now, O Israel, what does the Lord your 
God ask of you but to fear the Lord your God, to 
walk in all his ways, to love him, to serve the 
Lord your God with all your heart and with all 
your soul.” Deuteronomy 10.12 
 

 
And lastly the quotation chosen for Conference: 
 

“Remember how the Lord your God led you all 
the way in the desert these forty years, to 
humble you and to test you in order to know 
what was in your heart, whether or not you 
would keep his commands.”   
Deuteronomy 8.2 

 

(Continued from page 2) 
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We are disciplined; we are tested. But it’s all to enable 
us to sort out what’s in our heart; to help us reject the 
things that stand in the way of our choosing the Lord 
and his ways, the things that stop us obeying his 
commandments, that block us from loving him and our 
neighbour. If we are to grow and transform and become 
the people God created us to be, then we have to go 
through a testing time as the Israelites did, forty years in 
the wilderness. Elijah and Jesus both spent forty days in 
the wilderness, forty meaning a time of temptation. 
 
It’s important to know who or what we are putting first in 
our lives – God, others, the world or ourselves? If our 
hearts are turned to ourselves, we can be inclined to 
criticise or condemn others, or on the other hand 
condemn ourselves, feeling others are so capable and 
we so inadequate in comparison. I wonder if the 
following words of Oriah Mountain Dreamer, an Indian 
Elder, from The Invitation written in May 1994, may help 
you get in touch with your heart. 
 

It doesn’t interest me how old you are. 
I want to know if you will risk looking like a fool for 
love, for your dreams, for the adventure of being 
alive… 

 
I want to know if you have touched the centre of 
your own sorrow, if you have been opened by 
life’s betrayals, or have become shrivelled and 
closed from fear of further pain. 
 
I want to know whether you can sit with pain, 
mine or your own, without moving to hide it, or 
fade it, or fix it. 
I want to know if you can be with joy, mine or 
your own. 
 
It doesn’t interest me who you are, or how you 
came to be here. 
I want to know if you will stand in the centre of the 
fire with me and not shrink back. 
 
It doesn’t interest me where or what or with whom 
you have studied.  
I want to know what sustains you from the inside 
when all else falls away. 
I want to know if you can be alone with yourself,  
and if you truly like the company you keep in the 
empty moments. 

 
What sustains you from the inside when all else falls 
away? I know it’s my belief in God, that he is there for 
me wherever I am, whatever is going on, even in the 
worst crisis. That’s fine when I’m aware of it. So often I 
go charging on with all that has to be done, frantically 
trying to meet all the demands. What I really need to do, 
is to go within to find that quiet space, that meeting 
place with the Lord, my inmost self. We are assured in 
the teachings of the New Church that the Lord is 
present with us in our inmost being, beyond our 
consciousness. From there our mind or spirit is affected 
and in turn this affects our thoughts and feelings, 
speech and actions. Many writers speak about the 
nature within and living in touch with it.  

“When you walk your soul walk, 
Your feet become light, your breath deepens, 
Grace sings in you 
And you swim in its timeless streams.” 
Phyllida Anam-Aire  
A Celtic Book of the Dying  

 
“Swimming in the streams of grace.” Is that where we 
really are when the waters won’t overwhelm us? In 
God’s grace, in his providence, his loving care for us. Is 
that at the heart of the matter, accessible to each one of 
us and reached in many different ways? The way for 
you may be in his Word, in the teachings of the New 
Church embodied in the Writings of Swedenborg, 
through preaching, teaching, study, prayer and worship.  
Or it might be in silence, meditation, circle dancing, 
spiritual growth group or workshop. 
 

“You have the ability always to allow your true 
nature to pour through you, and as you learn to 
consciously allow your full connection with the You 
that is your Source, your experience will be one of 
absolute joy”  
Esther and Jerry Hicks  
Ask and It is given 

 
Absolute joy. I wonder how we would be as individual 
people, how we would be as a church, if this year we 
were to consciously allow our hearts that deep 
connection within the Divine within. May we all become 
the persons the Lord created us to be. 
   
I have tried to open my heart to the Lord and to you. All 
I can offer is myself. As Senior Minister I wish to serve 
the Lord and be here for you, every-one of you. I wish to 
serve the Lord in you. Let us be honest with the Lord 
and ourselves, be authentic, live from our hearts, live 
God’s dream for us: 
 

God’s Dream 
 
I myself will dream a dream within you… 
Good dreams come from me, you know… 
My dreams seem impossible… 
not for the cautious man or woman… 
But, from those who share my dreams 
I ask a little patience, a little humour, 
some small courage, and a listening heart… 
I will do the rest… 
 
Then they will risk and wonder at their daring… 
Build…and stand in awe at the beauty of their 
building… 
 
You will meet me often as your work… 
in your companions who share the risk… 
 
There will be sun-filled days, and sometimes it will 
rain…both come from me. 
 
So come now, be content. It is my dream you dream… 
my house you build… my caring you witness… 
my love you share, and this is the heart of the matter. 
 

 
Rev Mary Duckworth 

Senior Minister 

(Continued from page 3) 
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Over the past two years or so I have been writing 
outreach leaflets for placement outside our porch at the 
West Wickham Church. These have generally been 
quite popular with around 30 leaflets being taken over a 
period of a few weeks each time a new subject has 
been promoted. Usually the subject for each leaflet 
comes to me from something that has happened or 
perhaps from a question I have been asked. But in April 
this year David and Elisabeth Brooks, our excellent 
secretaries, approached me and asked me if I would 
write on the subject of the Da Vinci Code book and film. 
I had not had a commission before and so I was not 
quite sure I knew what to write or how to go about it. 
However I fortunately had in my possession a review of 
the Da Vinci Code book written by Richard Lines and I 
knew I would be able to use part of that in the leaflet but 
I wasn’t sure how to approach the overall task. So much 
had been written explaining why the “facts” read by 
people in the book were really fiction, that I felt the need 
to take a different tack.  The following is an extract from 
the leaflet covering this point. 
 

“So why is it that many people seem more 
prepared to believe the Da Vinci Code book or 
film than are prepared to believe in what the 
Gospels tell us about Jesus? Is it that the book 
and film are so powerfully presented that people 
are unable to see fact from fiction or is it perhaps 
because the central teachings about Jesus are 
not being put forward in the clearest most 
consistent and understandable terms? Or maybe 
people look at the Da Vinci Code and do indeed 
recognise it as a work of fiction but then look at 
the Bible and how Jesus is presented and come 
to the same conclusion and see the Biblical story 
of Jesus as fiction - another mix of facts, legends 
and myths? 
 
Either way the problem is with the presentation of 
teaching about Jesus not the existence of the Da 
Vinci Code book or film. When such teaching is 
not clear or consistent then books like the Da 
Vinci Code can indeed become a challenge to 
faith.” 

 
When I had completed the leaflet I also prepared some 
suitable posters and the week before the film was due 
to launch I placed the posters in our porch and the 
leaflets outside. Over the following three weeks I had to 

keep re-printing more leaflets to keep up with the 
demand from passers-by until I reached the point when 
100 leaflets had been taken at which time I thought it 
best to cease the campaign. No doubt a few more might 
have been taken if I had continued but at least three 
times the normal number of leaflets had been taken and 
that felt like a great success.  
 
In parallel with the local effort at West Wickham I also 
made the leaflet available online and communicated this 
fact to as wide an audience as I could. I am pleased to 
say that as a result several other churches reproduced 
the leaflet, including Bournemouth, Kearsley, Derby and 
Sydney. 
 
This whole exercise has taught me two things. Firstly 
there is a lot of benefit to be gained in tying an outreach 
campaign to a subject that is arousing a great deal of 
public interest. And secondly, using the internet to 
distribute a leaflet to as many groups as can use it helps 
maximise the results from the work initially undertaken. 
The Church as a whole ought to bear both these points 
in mind when considering outreach work. 
 

Alan Misson 
 
 

The leaflet is available from:  
 

www.btinternet.com/~alanmisson/Lifeline/ 

The Da Vinci Code - an outreach opportunity 
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The Beginnings of the Organised New 
Church 
 
At 5 o’clock in the afternoon of March 29th 1772, 
Emanuel Swedenborg passed into the spiritual world. 
He was content and at peace. He had fulfilled his Lord’s 
commission. 
 
In 1749, at his own expense, Swedenborg had the first 
15 chapters of Genesis, as expounded in Arcana 
Coelestia in Latin, published and printed in London by 
John Lewis of Paternoster Row near Cheapside. As 
Latin is a ‘dead’ language, it does not change meanings 
over the years. Despite this noble fact, it caused me 
some grief at school and made me wonder how the 
Romans established an Empire with it! In 1750, John 
Lewis produced in Latin and English Genesis 16 to 21 in 
serial form. The English translation was by Mr John 
Merchant who was paid by Swedenborg himself. 
Response was sparse. 
 
Rev Thomas Hartley, who met Swedenborg, translated 
other works but to little apparent effect. Soon after 
Swedenborg’s death some Latin works came into the 
hands of Rev John Clowes, rector of St. John’s in 
Manchester. He translated ‘Heaven and Hell’ (1778), 
the whole of the ‘Arcana’, ‘True Christian Religion’ and 
other works, but more of him in another article. 
 
‘Heaven and Hell’ was printed in English in London in 
1778 by a Quaker, John Phillips of Lombard St. He was 
acquainted with another Quaker printer, Josiah Collins, 
whose lodger was Robert Hindmarsh. The Quakers 
thought little of Swedenborg as did Hindmarsh at that 
time. 
 
Robert’s father, James, had been converted to 
Methodism in 1764 following a visit to the north-east of 
England by John Wesley. In 1766, James was 
commissioned by Wesley to be housemaster/ tutor in 
Methodist school near Bath. Here, Robert Hindmarsh 
had a good classical education and could read Latin. He 
was confused by the general Christian doctrine about 
the Divine Trinity. Quite independently he came to the 
conclusion that there are 3 Divine Characters in the 
Person of Jesus Christ alone. In 1782, Robert was 
reacquainted with the works of Swedenborg through 
another Quaker friend of his father. His delight in 
reading of doctrines which confirmed his beliefs was 
enhanced as it was the same day on which he met his 
future wife! 
 

Returning to London, Robert sought others who shared 
his delight in finding the Writings. Just imagine it! We 
think we are few but consider if you think you are the 
only New Church person in the entire world! Being in 
the printing and publishing trade himself, Robert sought 
others equally enthused by the new teachings. He was 
surprised by the opposition and prejudice. In 1783, 
three people met to discuss the doctrines; they were 
Peter Provo an apothecary, William Bonnington a clock 
case maker and Robert Hindmarsh. They had to be 
educated men as they only read the Latin versions. 
Robert’s father, James, initially cautioned his son 
against the Writings but afterwards became convinced 
of their truth. Some of the early meetings were attended 
by John Glen who took copies to the Americas. Another 
was Rev Joshua Gilpin of Madeley in Shropshire.  

 

The sheer delight of these men in sharing their 
knowledge has been felt down the ages. We would do 
well to express that delight in our churches and groups. 
Certainly it is one of the happy experiences of modern 
General Conference meetings when the air is filled with 
this joyous atmosphere. 
 
The Theosophical Society for translating and publishing 
Swedenborg’s works (was this the ancestor of the 
present Swedenborg Society?) was set up in 1783-4. 
‘Heaven and Hell’ cost 4 shillings - ? £20 today. 

New Church Revolution and Evolution  
1789 - 2007 
 
The Annual Meeting of the General Conference of the New Church in 2007 will be its 200th 
Meeting. For this very important occasion a series of articles will be appearing in Lifeline 
from August 2006 to June 2007.  
 
The article below, written by Geoffrey Bentley, is the first in the series. 

 

Robert Hindmarsh 
1759 - 1835 
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Some of them decided to start an official ‘New Church’ 
upon earth, but they recognised that the real ‘New 
Church’ consists of everyone who acknowledges and 
worships our Lord Jesus Christ as the one God of 
heaven and earth, and lives a life according to His 
Word. They must have known that this was against the 
wishes of Swedenborg himself, who circulated his Latin 
works to Universities and clergymen. Rev John Clowes 
was moved to travel to London to try to persuade the 
London group against separation. The London group 
itself was divided about the proposal. 
 
At first, the little group worshipped together in their own 
houses. The ‘separatists’ met on July 31st 1787 in the 
home of Thomas Wright of Cheapside. The Holy Supper 
was shared and there were five baptisms. The priest, 
drawn by lot, was James Hindmarsh. Eventually, a 
chapel was taken over in Great East Cheap, roughly 
where Cannon Street is today. On January 27th 1788 
the chapel opened and Rev James Hindmarsh 
conducted worship and preached a sermon based on 
Psalm 150 : 6 ‘Praise ye the Lord’! 
 
On June 1st 1788, lots were drawn between 12 men as 
to the person who should ordain the ministers. The lot 
fell to Robert Hindmarsh who ordained his father James 
Hindmarsh and Samuel Smith (of whom nothing else 
seems to be known!). Subsequently, James ordained 
others, so, in a curious fashion from John Wesley, a sort 
of apostolic succession was continued. 
 
A letter was sent by Robert Hindmarsh inviting anyone 
interested to a ‘General Conference’ in Great East 
Cheap for 5 days from April 13th 1789. People came 
from Kensington, Rotherham, Liverpool, Salisbury, 
Derby, Sweden, Jamaica and America. Among the 
signatures on the attendance roll are those of the poet 
and artist William Blake and his wife. 
 
Conferences were held spasmodically at first. Was 
nothing happening elsewhere? 
 
In 1802, Edward Madeley went to work for a Mr. Dawes 
in a tape factory in Yoxall, Staffordshire. Apart from a 
job, Mr Dawes gave Edward copies of ‘The New 
Jerusalem and its Heavenly Doctrine’ and ‘True 
Christian Religion.’ Edward enthusiastically accepted 
the teachings, tried to set up a group in Yoxall but failed.  
 
In 1809, he moved to Derby, joined another man in the 
tape business, and lived in Burton Road next to the 
factory. He started a Sunday School and worship in his 
home, sometimes having to use the factory! Then he 
took over an old silk mill in Full Street. Here he was 
ordained by Revs. Joseph Proud and Richard Jones on 
August 12th 1818 at 7 o’clock on the morning! 
 
It was here that the 10th to 12th meetings of 
Conference were held. 

 
Edward Madeley paid for the building of a Temple in 
London Road. When the Temple was built, some people 
seceded and and met in what had been the home of 
Whitehouse, the scientist and clockmaker, and became 
Smith’s clock works. They met under the leadership of 
James Robinson (who turns up later in the history of the 
New Church in America). For £1000, a lot of money in 
those days, he built an octagonal sandstone church in 
King Street almost opposite St Helen’s House.  
 
The sandstone building became a garage, was 
demolished in the 1970’s for no good reason like many 
other notable buildings in Derby, and some of the 
sandstone blocks are in the central courtyard of the 
present Derby church. 
 
Splits and secessions arose in the New Church just as 
they had blighted the first Christian church. Who were 
these men (it was always the men, I’m afraid - women 
would not have tolerated it if they had had the power) 
who refused to compromise? In doing these things they 
denied one of the doctrines of the New Church. ‘Faith is 
the first principle of the Church in appearance, but 
charity is actually the first.’ Apocalypse Explained 229.  
 
Rev Edward Madeley died suddenly at the age of 49. 
His Temple, being part of his estate, died with him, so 
the present congregation is descended from both former 
Derby churches. The writer of ‘Madeley’s 
Correspondences’ was the son of the Derby man. 
 
The Derby Society is still here, in its 5th building about 
to celebrate 75 years since the present church was 
built. The 199th Conference Service was held in it last 
month. Long may the history continue! 
 

Geoffrey Bentley 

 

 

Bust of Edward Madeley 
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The Annual Meeting at Clayton on Saturday May 13th 
opened with a Service conducted by Mrs Mary Burnley 
and Mrs Jan Millar. The theme of the Service was 
"Mothers in the Bible”. The hymns and prayers were 
given by Jan and, after the Women's League Promise, 
we listened to a lovely recording of “The Beauty of the 
Earth" by John Rutter. 
 
In her address, Mary spoke of the many women in the 
Bible and, although mention is made of women such as 
Ruth, Elizabeth and Mary, the emphasis seems to be on 
the men: despite many women playing an important role 
in the men's lives. 
 
A collection was taken for the Benevolent Fund and Jan 
pronounced the blessing from Psalm 129: Verse 8. 
 
Next carne the business meeting, and the president Mrs 
Nellie Thomas welcomed the friends for their 
attendance. 
 
Apologies were received from Rev & Mrs Jean 
Chambers, Mrs Barbara Stanley, and friends from such 
as Bournemouth & Birmingham who naturally would find 
the journey too far. Greetings wishing us a happy 
meeting were also received from the Sydney Womens 
League. 
 
The minutes of the last meeting were read and 
approved. This was followed by the Secretary's Report. 
 
A letter had been received informing us that Miss Isabel 
Morley had passed into the spiritual world. Miss Morley 
had been a staunch supporter of the Benevolent Fund 
for many years. 
The Secretary next read a letter from Mrs B Stanley 
who, due to ill health, felt she could no longer serve on 
the committee, but would be quite willing to produce the 
Annual Report as she had done for some years. Mrs 
Jean Chambers had also resigned earlier in the year 
due to pressure of work and, although we will very much 
miss the help and guidance Jean and Barbara have 

given us over many years, we accept their resignation 
with regret but thank them most sincerely for the work 
they have done for the Benevolent Fund. 
 
It was next suggested that the Secretary ask permission 
to hold a collection for the Benevolent Fund at the 
Conference in July, when she will present a report. 
 
In her report, the Treasurer stated that 59 grants had 
been made during the year in the form of 48 bi-monthly 
payments, one quarterly grant, one fuel grant, two one-
off payments for temporary difficulties, and seven 
Christmas bonuses. 
 
As there were no new nominations for the Committee, 
the present officers were voted en-bloc and, due to a 
vacancy, Mrs Thomas accepted the position of Trustee. 
 
The next AGM will he held at Accrington on Saturday, 
May 12'" 2007 and, after the President had warmly 
thanked Mary and Jan for a lovely service, Clayton 
friends for their hospitality and the officers & committee 
for their work over the past year, the meeting closed at 
4.10 p.m. 
 
A lovely "Jacobs Join" tea followed and a very pleasant 
afternoon came to a close.  
 
May Liversedge 
Secretary 
 
 
Editor’s Note: 
I am sure some readers, like myself, had not come 
across the term “Jacobs Join” before reading the above 
report. I understand that it is a type of “shared lunch” 
where everybody joins together to bring something but I 
have been unable to find its derivation. Do any readers 
of Lifeline know where the term originates? 

Womens League Benevolent Fund Annual Meeting 

From the Writings ... 

It is different in the spiritual world. Life does seem to go on in time there in much the same way. People live with each 
other the way we do on earth, which cannot happen without some appearance of time. However, time there is not 
divided into segments the way it is in our world because their sun is always in its east. It never moves. It is actually 
the Lord’s divine love that angels see as their sun. This means that they do not have days, weeks, months, years, or 
centuries, but states of life instead. It provides them with divisions that cannot be called divisions into time segments, 
only divisions of state. This is why angels do not know what time is, and why they think of state when time is 
mentioned. Further, when it is state that determines time, time is only an appearance. A pleasant state makes time 
seem brief, and an unpleasant one makes it seem long. We can therefore see that time in the spiritual world 
is simply an attribute of state. 

Divine Love and Wisdom 73 
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Notice 

“Truly, truly, I say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth    
  and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it bears much fruit.”  

 

Committee for Auxiliary Ministry 
 

Autumn Collection 
 
 
CAM is pleased to announce this new set of resources for worship leaders.  
 
This is a collection of eight services and sermons for Harvest and Remembrance Sunday from a variety of 
sources.  There are three Harvest services by Rev Bruce Jarvis, one service by Peter and Thelma Wilson 
and one service by Pauline Grimshaw.  For Remembrance Sunday there is a service by Rev Bruce Jarvis 
based on the Ecumenical Act of Worship commended by the presidents of Churches Together in Britain and 
Ireland 2005, a service by Pauline Grimshaw and an address by Maurice Garnett. 
 
Worship leaders are welcome to adapt any of the material to incorporate their own style and ideas. 
 
The set costs £4.00 if you require printed copies.  If you prefer to receive copies by email these are available 
at a cost of £1.00 per set and floppy disks are also available at £2.00 per set. 
 
If you would like to receive this new collection please send your order to:    
 
Mrs Jan Millar     Flat 6, Springfield House, Park Road, Bingley, BD16 4LR      Tel: 01274 511653 
   Email: jan.millar@generalconference.org.uk 
 
Cheques should be made payable to The General Conference of the New Church. 
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Conference Sermon - The Good Shepherd 

Arcana Caelestia 343 
 
SHEPHERD OF THE FLOCK means 
someone who practices good flowing from 
charity. Anyone can know this, because it is a 
recurrent feature of the Old Testament and of 
the New. The person who leads and teaches 
is called the shepherd; those who are led and 
taught are called the flock. One who does not 
lead to good flowing from charity, and does 
not teach that good, is not a true shepherd; 
and one who is not being led to good and 
learning is not the flock … 
 

  
Picture the scene; the Holy land in the time of Jesus. 
Imagine those dry, dusty, rugged hills surrounding 
Bethlehem sparsely covered in parched scrubby 
vegetation; the scattered sheep eking out enough wisps 
of grass to keep them alive in an uncompromising hard 
and rocky environment. Feel the heat... the sun beating 
down relentlessly on the sheep and shepherd alike. This 
is the reality of shepherding in Biblical times. 
 
Put from your minds the romantic pastoral idyll often 
depicted in fine paintings and Victorian stained glass of 
Jesus as shepherd. Real life for a shepherd was tough 
and undervalued. Their skin was more than just tanned 
it was leathery from their long days in the scorching sun. 
As far as the learned Jews then were concerned, this 
was a sign that they were an uneducated manual-
working underclass. This was despite the fact tending 
flocks coupled with agriculture formed the very basis of 
their economy. Even though they were also responsible 
for supplying the animals for ritual sacrifice at the 
Temple in Jerusalem, the shepherds remained little 
more than social outcasts. 
 
Why should this have been? One reason was that their 
work prevented them from following the ritual washing 
prescribed by strict Jewish law. How could they? Out 
there on the bone-dry hillsides from April to November; 
months on end without readily available water. 
Shepherds were not allowed to fulfill a judicial office or 
even be admitted to appear in court as a witness. A 
midrash; a Jewish commentary on scripture, on the 23rd 
psalm reads, "There is no more disreputable occupation 
than that of a shepherd". Philo, a Hellenistic Jewish 
philosopher between 25 to 45 AD wrote of shepherding 
that; "Such pursuits are held mean and inglorious". 
Nevertheless Jesus compared himself not with a warrior 
King or Emperor but with a humble shepherd. 
 
As the work entailed being isolated and away from the 
flock owner's home for months at a time, shepherds 
were regarded with justified suspicion. The pious were 
warned not to buy milk, wool or lambs from shepherds 
on the assumption it was stolen property. 
 

In contrast to the contempt shown by the Jewish Rabbis 
for shepherds, Jesus distinguishes between 'the good 
shepherd' and 'the hireling' because He knew and 
appreciated them as individuals. Jesus compared 
Himself with the 'Good Shepherd'; one who cares for 
the flock in His charge as His own; protecting them from 
thieves and wolves and knowing each one by name. He 
demonstrated each one's value when he spoke in the 
gospel story of leaving ninety nine sheep to rescue one. 
The close relationship between a good shepherd and 
his flock is unique. Jesus outlines part of this 
relationship as we heard in John chapter 10. It was 
common for shepherds to bring their flocks into 
community pens or caves at night and share guarding 
them, so several flocks would mix together. In the 
morning to un-jumble the sheep all that was necessary 
was for a shepherd to call out to his sheep and so lead 
them out of the pen. They recognised his voice and 
followed him; it was as simple and gentle as that. There 
was no pushing, prodding, coercing or threat of 
punishment. He would call to them and they would 
follow him trusting he would lead them to fresh grazing 
and pools of still water so they should not want. 
 
Sheep are easily frightened and are prone to wander 
off, so require constant attention. They sometimes get 
themselves into awkward or even dangerous situations 
without ever seeming to learn from their mistakes. 
Sheep can be silly animals easily led or misled ring any 
bells yet? They have little in the form of defence or 
weapons of attack as other animals do - they can't even 
camouflage themselves ... their only protection and 
guide is their shepherd. 
 
Our Lord calls us His sheep. When he says He knows 
us by name ... He is saying He knows us, intimately, 
inside out … He knows our nature and our very 
essence; our ruling love. He knew us before we were 
formed in our mothers' wombs; our goings out and our 
comings in. 
 
Our Lord is trying to explain to His listeners then and 
His listeners now that at the core of Christianity is an 
intimate, personal relationship between each one of us 
and Him - a love relationship. He is stressing that He 
does not just love us collectively but individually, 
personally - One to one. And this loving relationship is 
what is at the heart of the matter. 
 
Attending churches, going to Purley Chase, studying the 
Bible and the Writings, enjoying circle dance, taking up 
New Church College courses, these are all important 
but important only as vehicles for getting to know The 
Lord more intimately, and of understanding the nature of 
the Divine. They are the means to an end, and a 
reminder - we have to be careful not to make them the 
end in themselves. 
 

(Continued on page 11) 
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