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New Church Day 
 
 
Jesus said to His disciples. "I have much more to say to you, more than you can hear. And when He, the Spirit of 
truth, comes, He will guide you into all truth" John 16:12-13 
 
What did Jesus mean when He promised His disciples that He would come again? From the earliest days His 
followers expected that He would soon return to earth in a physical body. That was the great event for which they 
waited. Time passed, however, and this fulfillment failed to materialise. There are still many Christians who hold to 
this literal view of Jesus' promise. Indeed, they regard the current upheavals in the world as signs that He is about to 
descend again. Other Christians remain uncertain about what Christ intended. 
 
Of course, the Jews were in much the same state concerning the promised coming of the Messiah. When He did 
come they failed to recognise Him. As John says, "His own did not know I Him." And presumably, orthodox Jews still 
live in hope that, one day, the Promised One of Israel will come. 
 
So again, what did Jesus mean? First, let is be reminded that He always spoke in parables. He did not expect us to 
lake His words literally. You don't have to be a scholar to know that if we try to take the words of Scripture literally we 
end up trying to reconcile all sorts of contradictions, together with so much that on the surface is so obviously 
opposed to the concept of a loving Father. The whole Word of God is a parable, and we must apply this principle to 
what our Lord said about coming to us again. 
 
Jesus' first coming as a human baby was to show forth the Divine Love, to bring its power into this world. and to give 
the Divine Father a human, natural degree, so that His life might he directly available here in this worldly life. That 
process of redemption, in which the human race was rescued from the destructive grip of self-centeredness (with all 
its dangers for our happiness) needed to he carried out only once. It was effective for the whole of humankind, 
whatever label we have, whether we recognise it or not. 
 

(Continued on page 2) 
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The purpose of the Lord’s second coming to His people 
is different, for it is to the human spirit, revealing the 
truth about life for those who wish to receive it. As with 
the first corning, this one took place in time. But its 
effects are upon the hearts and minds of men and 
women. When we accept Jesus as our Lord and 
Saviour, that is like His first coming. Later, as we search 
for the meaning of and truth about life, He reveals 
Himself more fully to us - a Second Coming. 
 
The Lord has always used human agencies - the 
patriarchs, the prophets, the apostles, the virgin Mary, 
angels -  to make Himself known to us. And the same is 
just as true of His Second Coming. In this case He used 
Emanuel Swedenborg as the servant through whom He 
could show forth much more of His nature, and the 
realities of the spiritual world, to His children. The 
clouds of heaven on which He said He would come with 
power and great glory are those outer levels of the 
Word which conceal and hide Him from our eyes, and 
which He is now able to dispel for all who genuinely 
seek Him. 

 
Like the first coming, His Second Coming has affected 
all humankind. The developments of the past 200 years 
provide ample evidence that something has changed. 
Men and women are now able to delve more deeply into 
the mysteries or life at all levels. So we see a great 
renewal in the Christian Church, and an increasing 
interest in spiritual matters among many people in all 
walks of life. 
 
In the heavenly teachings of the New Church we have a 
wonderful store of spiritual food. Let us seek hungrily 
after this nourishment, and do all in our power to share 
it with ever more people. The Holy City, New Jerusalem 
is descending, coming down out of heaven. The Lord is 
making all things new. Let us be sure that the Holy City 
is being built within you and me, and that we are being 
made new. 
 
 

Rev Bruce Jarvis 

(Continued from page 1) 

“O for a seraph’s golden lyre” 

Our Easter service at West Wickham was led by Rev 
Christopher Hasler and one of the hymns he chose was 
“O for a seraph’s golden lyre” - Hymn 292 in Songs for 
Worship. For a small congregation it is quite a difficult 
hymn and we attempted to sing it to the tune 
‘Pembroke’ as well as we could. When Christopher 
introduced it he said - “I don’t know whether this was 
written by a New Church person but if it wasn’t it should 
have been”. To understand what he meant just take a 
look at each verse and you will see that it seems to be 
full of New Church teaching. 
 
Christopher’s comment intrigued me so I set about 
trying to find out more about the writer of the hymn - 
Samuel Woodworth 1785-1842. 
 
An initial search on the internet (where else!) soon 
revealed that Samuel Woodworth was a celebrated 
American poet who is most remembered, apparently, for 
his poem "The Old Oaken Bucket". This poem was 
written in 1817 to commemorate the well on his father’s 
farm at Scituate, Massachusetts and the first stanza 
ends with the words: 
 

The old oaken bucket, the iron-bound bucket,  
The moss-covered bucket which hung in the well.  

 
But Samuel soon left Massachusetts and spent the 
whole of his adult life in New York where he became a 
printer and publisher as well as continuing as a poet. 
But he was also one of the earliest members of the New 
York Society of the New Church from about 1812 and 
Samuel published the first American New Church 
Monthly Magazine - 'The Halcyon Luminary'. 
  

In 1816 the "Association of the City of New York for the 
Dissemination of the Doctrines of the New Jerusalem 
Church" was founded with Samuel Woodworth as vice-
president. Sometime during his period in New York he 
penned the words of “O for a seraph’s golden lyre” and I 
imagine, though I have not checked, that this found its 
way into the Conference Hymn Book at some point 
during the Victorian era.  
  
So as Christopher guessed, Samuel Woodworth was 
very much associated with the New Church but I 
wonder how many other New Church people who sing 
this hymn now know of this connection? 
  
 

Alan Misson 
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The Spirit makes us whole  

The effects on the disciples of the wind and cloven 
tongues of fire that first Pentecostal day after the Lord 
had risen, are described by Paul as the “first fruits of the 
work of the Holy Spirit". His words refer to the fact that 
the Jews had not one but three harvest festivals. 
Pentecost was the occasion for the second of these 
which was to mark the end of the grain harvest. It was 
also called the feast of weeks or the feast of first fruits. 
 
Historically Pentecost was linked to the giving of the 10 
commandments at the fiery Mount Sinai on tablets of 
stone ‘seven weeks' after leaving Egypt. Spiritually it 
relates to the law being written on the tablets of the 
heart, and to the baptism of fire which John the Baptist 
prophesied. The link to the Israelites wilderness journey 
that Paul’s words allude to remind us that our spiritual 
awakening is only beginning with Easter. This brings the 
realisation that the Lord is alive in our time and His 
providence is at work in the circumstances of our lives. 
The Lord is with us at Easter, but like the Israelites of 
old we have a journey to undertake till the Lord is within 
is by His Holy Spirit - the spirit that makes us whole. 
 
Easter still left them afraid and lacking the confidence 
that they needed to share the good news by which the 
church would grow. The Lord might he alive, but His life 
and their lives were still separate. My friend may be 
aware of my needs, I may meet him on occasion but he 
is still separate from me. He may he happy and 
confident but I can still feel sad and afraid. Similarly for 
us, there is a world of difference between the Lord being 
with us and the Lord being within us. 
 
Jesus had spoken to them of His joy remaining in them 
that their joy might be complete (John 15:I I). He does 
not expect us to do it all in our own strength. 
Swedenborg describes this inner joy as being conjoined 
to the Lord, our life being linked with His, as distinct 
from Him only being present with us without this inward 
link. 
 
The Israelites left Egypt but it was ‘seven weeks' before 
they  began a new relationship or 'covenant' with God in 
the cloud and tar of Mount Sinai. When they left there 
God went with them dwelling between the cherubim on 
the top of the ark that carried the 10 commandments. 
The heartwarming soul-stirring fire of Pentecost is our 
awakening to the indwelling spiritual presence of the 
Lord with us in our thoughts and feelings. If the Easter 
resurrection speaks to us of life after life; the Pentecost 
wind and fire speaks to us of Life within life, ‘traveling’ 
with us. The Lord came into the disciples’ lives when 
they followed him from the Galilee lakeside but it was at 
Pentecost that His healing came into their souls. 
 
It was not that the disciples were never to feel confused, 
unconfident or afraid, ever again; nor that they were 
never sad or downcast, but rather that from then on they 
did not feel the aloneness of it all depending only on 

their strength or personal abilities. As Paul was to say “I 
can do all things through Christ who strengthens me". 
He found the Lord's strength giving power in his 
weakness and so can we. For the believer, Easter is not 
the end of the story but rather the beginning of a journey 
to discover and experience the Lord's promises. 
 
The picture of a dove in contrast to the wind and fire we 
associate with Pentecost reminds us of the ongoing 
peaceful and peacemaking influence or the Lord’s Spirit 
at work in our lives. Our Lord reassured His disciples 
telling them "Pence I leave with you, my peace I give 
you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let 
your hearts he troubled and do not be afraid” John 
14:27. Pentecost is also about a peace that remains 
and liberates from fear. 
 
 

Rev Clifford Curry 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
In the apse of St Peter’s in Rome, Bernini 
constructed, in around 1656, a work of art 
composed of sculpture and stained glass called 
the Glory. At its centre is a brightly lit golden dove 
in stained glass (detail shown below). 

3



Ministry 

The Governing Council recently agreed that a more pro-active approach should be taken in regard to the matter of 
recruiting new ministers.  The Governing Council then requested the Ministers’ Committee to seek ministers who 
would: 
 

• make presentations on the ministerial calling at Conference; 
• write articles on the same subject for Lifeline; 
• make personal approaches to individuals thought to be potential ordination candidates. 

 
 
In the event the Ministers’ Committee found different individuals for each of these three tasks and David Gaffney and 
Christopher Hasler were asked to write articles for Lifeline. The resulting articles appear below and on page 5. 
 

Rev Robert A Gill 

Of course every work, well and sincerely done, is part of 
the Lord’s Ministry. That is what life is all about since we 
depend on each other, as every cell in the body 
depends on all the others. I invite you to ask yourself 
this question:  “Is my present work part of the Lord’s 
desire for the wellbeing of all his children?” If you feel 
that it is not, then perhaps, you need to consider 
changing your career for something more useful? 
Otherwise you may be missing the reason for which the 
Lord placed you on the earth.  
 
Clearly the New Church as an organisation, is shrinking 
and it appears that in 15-20 years from now there will be 
no Church as we knew it. But let us consider another 
option. In the New Church we are taught that everything 
is foreseen by Divine Providence, and nothing happens 
without its permission. It may just be that the Lord is 
saying to us that for the last 200 years we have been 
doing everything our way: built large churches, created 
a top-heavy organisation and much of our energy and 
enthusiasm went into supporting it. When numbers were 
larger and the work was shared by many, it worked 
quite well. Today this heavy burden falls on the brave 
and loyal few. But it deprives us of zest and joy, which 
should be the essence of spiritual life. 
 
We need to rediscover the marvels of the New 
Revelation with its spiritual vision and enlightenment 
about the real purpose of human life. To do this we 
need to study with a quiet, peaceful mind, which can 
create a sphere of worship and adoration in a home, in 
a field, a hired room, or just anywhere. It requires a 
commitment to study the Word and the doctrines of the 
Second Coming on a regular basis. 
 
That is how I see the Ministry of the future - men and 
women - trained and skilled in relating to people 
wherever they are. There are many lost sheep in our 

society, and also many ‘hireling shepherds’ ready to 
fleece them and exploit them. Yet the sheep do need 
true pastors who will lead them to the real Good 
Shepherd who longs to bring his sheep into his fold and 
make them safe eternally. 
 
Please read John 10 and consider if you would like to 
respond to the Lord’s appeal and his desire to protect 
the many who are without a caring and loving Shepherd 
- ever fearful of what the next day or night might bring. 
 
So much of my own Ministry, over more than 50 years, 
has been spent discussing and changing Rules (our 
own), procedures, financial statements, reports of things 
done in the last year, and so little time discussing the 
heavenly doctrines and their new ideas for future 
spiritual work. In short: The New Ministry.   
 
Perhaps the Lord is nudging us into the future, saying to 
us, “You will survive without the structure you have so 
laboriously built, because I have greater things in store 
for you.”  (John 14. 12-14) 
 
 

Rev Christopher Hasler 

Would you consider entering the Ministry? 
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When I was a young engineer setting out motorways in 
the ‘70’s, a colleague suddenly left to become a Baptist 
minister. I was surprised to find that I was envious, and 
from that moment on I knew I had a calling for ministry. 
It was not to come to fruition, however, for another 
twenty five years or so.  
 
The journey in between has involved an intense search 
and the inspection and rejection of many faiths and 
forms of Christianity that finally led me to the New 
Church.   
 
The world needs priests; the world needs ‘new church’ 
priests; the world - unfortunately - doesn’t know that it 
needs ‘new church’ priests. 
 
During the twenty five years I felt constantly pushed 
along as though by an invisible hand at my back, to 
search for something I knew not what. I felt that there 
were high powers preventing me from ever really 
settling down in one place in my career for too long, in 
case I got comfortable. It was very frustrating. I am now 
comfortable in the feeling that I am doing the job that 
suits me and is aligned with my ruling love.  
 
If you have a calling for the priesthood, perhaps you will 
perceive it in a similar way, perhaps in a completely 
different way, but if it is there, then I believe that if you 
search yourself honestly you will find it. 
 
Priests are definitely needed, perhaps now more than 
ever. “If a priest teaches truths from the Word, and uses 
them to lead people to a good life, and so to reach 
heaven, he is a prime example of the exercise of 
charity, because he takes thought for the souls of the 
people of his church.” (True Christian Religion 422) 
 
Ministry is a wonderful calling, but the world is full of 
change and uncertainty and I, often if not mostly, feel 
inadequate at fulfilling it. I know, however, as I have 
tried so many other things, that nothing else will do but 
to answer this inner call to serve the Lord.  
 
 
 

The amount of change the world has experienced in the 
last half a century has been cataclysmic even 
apocalyptic as much of what was considered normal, 
the very foundations of life and society, have been torn 
down. Perhaps when the dust has settled, people will be 
looking for new foundations to build upon. As the Lord 
makes all things new, these may hopefully support 
attitudes which will be more closely suited to the 
descent of the New Jerusalem into people’s hearts.   
 
If a new era is emerging, and I believe it is, there will be 
a demand for priests to serve it, and like the first 
Christians, we will need to live by faith believing why the 
Lord has called us in this way. I believe that the writings 
of Swedenborg are truly suited to the 21st century, a 
time when people will no longer tolerate illogical beliefs 
and controlling attitudes.  
 
If you feel you have a calling then this - in my view - is a 
wonderful time to begin ministry. You are needed, and 
many new opportunities will open up before you. Rest 
assured, the Lord will see to it.    
 
So if you have the urge for ministry, then talk to a 
minister or Governing Council member. We need 
ministers; the world needs ‘new church’ ministers but it 
doesn’t yet know it.  
 

Rev David Gaffney 
 
  

Answer the Lord’s Calling 

The long-awaited reprint of Searle's Index, now called 'General Index to Swedenborg's Scripture Quotations', 
is now available.  Handsomely printed and bound in blue buckram with gold blocking by Cambridge University 
Press, the retail price is £9.95 plus £5.75 for P&P for UK deliveries. 
 
Orders please to:   sales@swedenborg.org.uk   or by phone to 020 7405 7986  
   or by post to 20 Bloomsbury Way, London WC1A 2TH. 
 
Richard Lines   Secretary   Swedenborg Society 
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God is our Refuge and Strength -  
 
The Book of Psalms 

I am delighted to be able to present to Lifeline readers a series of articles by Rev John 
Elliott. In this twelfth and final article John focuses on the last song and other 
doxologies in The Book of Pslams. 
 

“By David in the Psalms we have to understand the Lord.  In the 
Psalms therefore, wherever David is the speaker the Lord is meant in 
the spiritual sense.”   Prophets and Psalms  

Hallelujah!  This exclamation comes at the end of Psalm 
150 and therefore of the entire Psalter. It also stands at 
the beginning of that final song, and rightly so, for Psalm 
150 from start to finish is a Hallelujah song. Others in 
the Psalter employ this well-known Hebrew word, in 
particular the four psalms that come immediately before 
it, but none do so in the manner of the one hundred and 
fiftieth. Let me explain what I mean.   
 
It would be more correct to say that the exclamation 
Hallelujah consists of two words made into one, the first 
of which - hallelu - means Praise ye, to use an out-
dated but still intelligible English expression. The 
second component Jah is the Divine name pronounced 
Yah, which is probably an abbreviated form of Yahweh.  
It is also more correct to say that the actual Hebrew  
word consists of three, not four, syllables; i.e. it is 
pronounced hal-lu-yah (the presence of the extra le in 
English derives from the Greek and Latin spelling 
alleluia). But however we pronounce the word, with or 
without an extra syllable, it means, Praise ye Jah or the 
LORD.   
 
The Hebrew word halluyah at the beginning of Psalm 
150, in verse 1, is immediately followed by halluel, 
another exclamation, meaning Praise ye God. And the 
second half of the same verse, and both the first and 
the second half of each succeeding verse, except the 
last, commences with halluhu, that is, Praise ye Him.  
And the final verse, though it does not start off like its 
predecessors with Praise ye, nevertheless contains an 
equivalent exhortation - Let every thing that has breath 
praise Jah! So the Book of Psalms closes with the 
exhortation repeated again and again to praise the one 
and only Lord God.   
 
In The Oxford Bible Commentary published five years 
ago, Dr CS Rodd calls Psalm 150 an ‘extended 
doxology at the end of the Psalter, corresponding to the 
doxologies which mark each of the first four books.’ Up 
to now I have talked about The Book of Psalms without 
ever mentioning that in fact it consists of five collections 
which are alternatively called books. Each of these 
collections or books concludes with a doxology, that is, 
‘a short formula of praise to God,’ to quote The Shorter 
Oxford English Dictionary. The reason why an 
‘extended’ rather than ‘short’ doxology comes at the end 

of the fifth and final collection of songs must surely be 
that it concludes the entire Psalter as well as that 
particular collection. But let us first stop and take a look 
at the four short doxologies, which are rendered as 
follows in The English Standard Version,  
 

Blessed be the LORD, the God of Israel,  
from everlasting to everlasting!  
Amen and Amen.   (Ps.41.13)  
                 
Blessed be the LORD, the God of Israel,  
who alone does wondrous things.  
Blessed be his glorious name for ever;  
may the whole earth be filled with his glory!  
Amen and Amen! 
The prayers of David, the son of Jesse, are ended.    
(Ps.72:18-20)  
                    
Blessed be the LORD for ever!  
Amen and Amen.     (Ps.89:52) 
 
Blessed be the LORD, the God of Israel,  
from everlasting to everlasting!  
And let all the people say, Amen!  
Praise the LORD!     (Ps.106:48) 

 
 
All four of these doxologies begin with the declaration, 
Blessed be the LORD; and all four contain the 
exclamation, Amen!  The Hebrew word translated 
‘Blessed be’ is Baruch, which grammatically is a passive 
participle of a verb, the basic meaning of which is ‘to 
kneel’ as well as ‘to bless’.  (Baruch is also used as a 
proper name, the most notable Baruch mentioned in the 
Old Testament being the prophet Jeremiah’s secretary.)  
And the same verb is contained in the frequently 
occurring exhortation, Bless the LORD.   
 
From time to time I’ve been asked, How can anyone 
bless God?  Surely He is the one who blesses, that is, 
confers benefits; and we are only receivers of these?  In 
the sixteenth century such questions must have 
exercised the mind of Miles Coverdale, whose 
translation of the Psalms has come down to us in The 
Book of Common Prayer.  If on a Wednesday afternoon, 
on the sixth day of a month, you are listening to Choral 
Evensong on BBC Radio 3, you will probably hear 
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Psalm 34, which begins, ‘I will alway give thanks unto 
the Lord’, not as in the Authorised Version ‘I will bless 
the Lord at all times.’ Or if it is the twentieth day the 
choir will be singing Psalm 104, the first words of which 
are, Praise (not Bless) the Lord, O my soul. But there is 
no disagreement between the Authorised Version and 
Coverdale’s translation; what has happened is that the 
former prefers a more literal rendering of the Hebrew, 
the latter a more idiomatic English equivalent.   
 
So if we use the expression, Let us bless the Lord, we 
really mean, Let us praise and thank Him for His many 
blessings. And if we say, Blessed be the Lord, we 
should do so as a humble recognition and confession  
that He is the source of every benefit, of everything 
good and true that we enjoy.   
 
Most people, if asked the meaning of the word Amen, 
will reply, So be it!  Members of my own generation who 
attended New-Church Sunday Schools learned by heart 
questions and answers contained in A Catechism. The 
following occurred in the section relating to the Lord’s 
Prayer,   
 
Q   What do you mean when you say Amen?   
A    I mean that my prayer is earnest and true, and that    
      the Lord will answer it as seems best to Him.   
 
The phrase ‘earnest and true’ in this simple answer fits 
well with what my Hebrew lexicon or dictionary offers us 
as the English equivalent of the word Amen  -  ‘verily’or 
‘truly’.  Also, a Hebrew verb and two or three nouns that 
are closely related to Amen carry ideas of confirming 
and supporting, and of firmness, faithfulness, and 
earnestness.   
 
So when we read, say out loud, or sing Amen at the end 
of one of the doxologies in the Psalter, also at the end 
of a prayer or hymn, let it be full of meaning and not an 
empty emission of sound. Let it be an affirmation that 
our ‘short formula of praise to God’ is an expression of 
what we really think and believe. As for Amen and 
Amen! at the end of three of the doxologies, this is 
surely the double affirmation that springs from both 
heart and head.       
 
Let us now return to Psalm 150, which  -  as I’ve said 
already  -  serves as a doxology for the whole Psalter as 
well as for the fifth and final part. The song starts off 
with an exhortation to praise Him who, being holy and 
all-powerful, performs ‘mighty deeds … according to his 
excellent greatness.’ This exhortation is followed by a 
call to every musical instrument and every voice to join 
in one great song of praise and thanksgiving to Him.  
Let the whole orchestra in the Albert Hall, so to speak, 
blast out, and let every voice there sing the song with 
full throat!   
In this series of articles I have referred time and again to 
Prophets and Psalms, the title given to the 

unpublished manuscript found by Swedenborg’s heirs 
among his possessions after he had moved on 
permanently into the next life. For the first two verses of 
Psalm 150 he noted down in his manuscript-book, Quod 
colendus Dominus quia omnipotens (The Lord is to be 
worshipped because He is all-powerful), and for the 
remaining four he wrote, Quod colendus sit ex omni 
affectione boni et veri (He is to be worshipped with 
every deep feeling for what is good and true).   
 
‘Worship’ is one of those English words which we use 
frequently but perhaps fail to remember its true 
meaning. It appears to have been formed originally from 
the two components worth and –ship - outstanding 
value or excellence being meant by worth, and the 
condition in which that excellence exists by –ship. Such 
worth or excellence exists within Almighty God who 
performs ‘mighty deeds’, and what we call worship is 
therefore people’s declaration of His worth-ship. It is 
their desire to ‘praise Him according to His excellent 
greatness.’   
 
That greatness may be recognised in all His works.  
People have always seen the creation of land, sea, and 
air, of the sun, moon, and stars above, as ‘the works of 
an almighty hand;’ and as those who believe in a Divine 
Creator learn more and more about the great age and 
the vastness of the universe through radio telescopes, 
instruments sent out into space, and so on, their 
perception of His worth increases.  In songs of praise to 
the Lord therefore they tell of His worth as the Maker 
and Preserver of the whole natural order.  But there is 
also a wondrous spiritual order that is the work of His 
hands, and for this too we should declare His greatness, 
as all those good souls do who have moved on from this 
material world of space and time.     
 
In addition to His creation of all things in these two 
worlds, there are the Lord’s works of Providence, 
Redemption, and Salvation, to use words that belong to 
traditional religious language. By Providence is meant 
God’s power and influence at work in human affairs, for 
the most part hidden from people’s eyes yet often seen 
by them when they look back over the past. How often a 
person confesses, It was providential that … .  And the 
hand of Divine Providence is at work in the smallest as 
well as the largest aspects of human lives; our heavenly 
Father is aware of every sparrow falling to the ground, 
He knows how many hairs there are on anyone’s head.   
 
The term Redemption is used in connection with the 
work that was completed by our Lord when He came 
upon earth. That work consisted in His victory over the 
powers of evil, the consequent preservation of human 
freedom to choose to lead a good life or else a bad one, 
and the glorification or making Divine of His Humanity.  
Redemption was an almighty deed performed two 
millenia ago, but Salvation is one that our Lord repeats 

(Continued on page 8) 
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here and now, in the life of every soul who seeks to 
deny self, shoulder the cross, and follow Him. In short, 
He has redeemed us all, and He saves all who want to 
be with Him and be like Him. The two Divine works, 
Redemption and Salvation, go together, as the song of 
Zecharias, known as the Benedictus, serves to remind 
us,   
 

Blessed be the Lord God of Israel,  
for he has visited and redeemed his people  
and has raised up a horn of salvation for us  
in the house of his servant David.   

 
These words make it plain that in coming into the world 
the Lord God has ‘redeemed his people,’ as a 
consequence of which the means exists for them to be 
saved.  Redemption is a fait accompli, the benefits of 
which have existed down to the present day and are 
everlasting (hence the past perfect tense ‘has visited 
and redeemed’). The ‘horn of salvation for us’ is the 
Divine power within the risen Lord to save or ‘deliver us 
from evil’ whenever we are tempted to do our own will 
rather than His. (See the six-page explanation at 
Arcana Coelestia 2832 for the use of the word ‘horn’ to 
mean power.)   
 
Enough has been said to indicate what we should 
understand by God’s ‘mighty deeds’ which are spoken 
of in the first two verses of Psalm 150 and for which He 
is to be praised.  As for the last four verses of the song, 
these invite us to make the loudest harmonious song of 
joy.  We are called on to employ every section of an 
orchestra  -  stringed, wind, and percussion instruments  
-  and to dance as well as sing aloud. For orchestral, 
choral, and dance music serve to express or arouse 
deep feelings and affections within us; and therefore the 
final song in the Book of Psalms is a heartfelt 
expression of thankfulness and joyful praise to Him who 
does wondrous things.  (For more about musical 

instruments mentioned in the Sacred Scriptures, see 
AC 418-420 and AC 8337.)  
  
The Lord God’s mighty deeds performed for and among 
His people is a theme running through the whole of the 
Psalter, and the final psalm is an extended doxology, a 
most glorious Hallelujah song, which brings that theme 
to a rousing climax. Let that song, as it appears in the 
English Standard Version, be my doxology that rounds 
off this article and series of articles on The Book of 
Psalms,   
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

(Continued from page 7) 
 

The Book of Psalms             continued 

Praise the LORD!  
Praise God in his sanctuary;  
praise him in his mighty heavens!  
 
Praise him for his mighty deeds;  
praise according to his excellent greatness!   
 
 
Praise him with trumpet sound;  
praise him with lute and harp!  
 
Praise him with tambourine and dance;  
praise him with strings and pipe!  
 
Praise him with sounding cymbals;  
praise him with loud clashing cymbals!  
 
Let everything that has breath praise the LORD!  
Praise the LORD!   

From the Writings ... 

In discussing the twelve gates of the Holy City New Jerusalem, each made of a single pearl, Swedenborg quotes 
from Matthew’s gospel and adds a brief comment as follows: 
 
 

Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls, who, on finding one pearl of great 
value, went and sold all that he had and bought it.   Matthew 13:45-46 
 
"One pearl of great value" is the acknowledgment and knowledge of the Lord.     
 
 
Apocalypse Revealed 916 
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The first words spoken in our Sunday Services are often 
those of the Doxology; this makes the Doxology very 
important for it introduces and sets the tone for all that is 
to follow in our worship. The word "Doxology" comes 
from the Greek Doxologia which essentially means "to 
speak praise". How appropriate it is that our opening 
words of worship are ones which speak praise to the 
Lord Jesus Christ and give him his rightful place. 
 
The Doxology which we use is based on words found in 
Revelation I: 6-8, and opens with the sentence, “To 
Jesus Christ be glory and dominion for ever and ever". 
This is a proclamation that Jesus Christ is our only God. 
His glory lies in the purity and light of his Divine 
Wisdom; by his human life, lived in perfect submission 
to that Wisdom, he has taken to himself all power in 
heaven and on earth. Because of these great truths, the 
opening words of the Doxology call upon us to give to 
Jesus Christ alone both the praise of our lips and the 
obedience of our daily lives. 
 
The second part of the Doxology consists of the words: 
"He is the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the 
End, the First and the Last; who is and who was and 
who is to come, the Almighty. Amen” 
 
Alpha [Α] and Omega [Ω] are respectively the first and 
last letters of the Greek alphabet, and they are often 
used in our church embroidery. Jesus Christ is First and 
Last; this can he seen as meaning that our whole life, 
from beginning to end, should he filled with the worship 
and obedience of him. There is, however, another and 
deeper meaning. 
 
The First in Creation is God. He dwells above the 
heavens and is the creative source from which all lower 
and more external planes of life exist. When Jesus was 
born, God was his very soul. When, at the end of his 
ministry, Jesus ascended to God he was finally and fully 
merged with God. Jesus is the 'A' because he is now 
made the one true God. There is no other God or 
Creator. 

The Last or Lowest in Creation is physical matter. Flesh 
and blood are the most external part of a person, 
containing their inner sensations, mind, spirit, and soul. 
At his birth, Jesus took human flesh and blood, and 
when he rose from the tomb he left nothing of it behind. 
Although he is now fully God, he is still fully Human too, 
and this is represented by his being Ω. So the words, 
“He is the Alpha and the Omega", proclaim that Jesus is 
Divine Human. It is by means of this Divine Human that 
he holds hell in continual subjection, and gives us power 
to overcome its temptations. So we begin our Sunday 
Services with the expression of the greatest truth of the 
New Church, namely that Jesus Christ is the one Divine 
Human. The rest of our worship takes its life and 
character from this supreme truth. 
 
 

Rev Robert A Gill 

The Doxology 

Alpha and Omega Lectern Fall at West Wickham 
embroidered by Ann Skinner 

During these last few years the climate has been playing tricks with us. One Easter all the daffodils were past their 
best and Dot was scraping around to find enough to decorate the church - another year the buds had to he 
encouraged to open. But this year the daffodils were perfect, so we were thrilled to see our church bedecked on 
Good Friday.  
 
That day we had a short Service repeating the horrific part of the Easter story, listened to with reverence by a small 
congregation. Not so on Easter Sunday when we needed our store of extra chairs to seat everyone for the Family 
Service with Communion. Our Minister had chosen a very similar theme to that of Archbishop Rowan Williams - or 
was it the other way round? 
 
After the Service we all enjoyed an Easter egg and a gargantuan 'bring your own' shared lunch in our hall. While we 
were eating, Dot was busy sorting flowers into bunches for the sick and elderly of our congregation, while the very 
young children had their own flower baskets made during the sermon. Our thanks go to everyone who contributed 
towards making this Easter so memorable. 
 
From the Chester Newsletter 
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Conference Programme - “The Heart of the Matter” 

Monday 
 
 
14.30 Registration and Signing of the Roll 
15.00 Welcome from the Chairman 
15.05 Opening Worship 
15.30 Announcements - CEO 
15.35 Appointment of Sessional Committees 
15.45 Break for Tea 
16.15 Votes of Condolence and Messages of Greetings 
16.30 Where the heart is (Rev Mary Duckworth) 
17.30 Break for Evening Meal (served at 18.45) 
19.45 Reception and Thanks to retiring Senior Minister 
21.00 Worship 
21.30 Choir practice 
 
 
Tuesday 
 
 
07.30 Choir practice 
08.30 Breakfast 
09.30 Worship, including Induction of Senior Minister 
10.00 Keynote Address by Senior Minister 
10.45 Break for Coffee 
11.15 Announcements - CEO 
11.25 Follow up to Keynote Address and Group work 
12.45 Break for Lunch (Served at 13.00) 
14.15 ‘Order of Business Secretary’ 
14.30 A Treasure Hunt 
15.45 Break fro Tea 
16.15 A Change of Heart - Apocalypse Study Group 
17.00 Special Interest Groups 
18.00 Break for Evening Meal (Served at 18.45) 
20.00 Holy Supper Service 
 
 
Wednesday 
 
 
07.30 Choir practice 
08.30 Breakfast 
09,30 Worship 
09.45 Announcements - CEO 
10.00 Report of the Committee of Ministers 
10.45 Break fro Coffee 
11.15 Report of the Governing Council 
12.35 ‘Order of Business Secretary’ 
12.45 Break for Lunch (Served at 13.00) 
14.15 Treasurer’s Report 
15.00 Purley Chase update 
15.45 Break for Tea 
16.15 Ballot 
16.30 Web Sites and Database 
17.30 College update 
18.00 Break for Evening Meal (Served at 18.45) 
20.00 A Social Experience 
21.45 Worship 
 

Thursday 
 
 
07.30 Choir practice 
08.30 Breakfast 
09.30 Worship 
09.45 Announcements - CEO 
09.55 Auxiliary Ministry 
10.45 Break for Coffee 
11.15 New Church Youth Association 
12.00 What Ministry means to me 
12.35 ‘Order of Business Secretary’ 
12.45 Break for Lunch (Served at 13.00) 
14.30 Choir’s coach leaves Swanwick 
15.15 Second coach leaves Swanwick 
16.00 Conference Service at Derby New Church 
17.30 Refreshments at Derby Church 
19.00 Coaches leave the Church 
20.00 Special Interest Groups 
 
 
Friday 
 
 
08.30 Breakfast 
09.30 Worship 
09.45 Announcements - CEO 
10.00 Looking forward to the 200th Conference 
10.45 Break fro Coffee 
11.15 Conference Review 
12.00 Votes of Thanks 
12.15 Chairman’s closing remarks 
12.20 Closing Worship 
12.35 Break for Lunch (Served at 13.00) 
 
 

 
 

“The Heart of the Matter” 
 
The whole commandment that I command you 
today you shall be careful to do, that you may live 
and multiply, and go in and possess the land that 
the Lord swore to give to your fathers. And you 
shall remember the whole way that the Lord your 
God has led you these forty years in the 
wilderness, that he might humble you, testing you 
to know what was in your heart, whether you 
would keep his commandments or not. And he 
humbled you and let you hunger and fed you with 
manna, which you did not know, nor did your 
fathers know, that he might make you know that 
man does not live by bread alone, but man lives 
by every word that comes from the mouth of the 
Lord.  
 

Deuteronomy 8:1-3 
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The Times Literary Supplement   -   Swedenborg’s Secret 

On April 28th The Times Literary Supplement (TLS) 
carried, on page 13, a review of Lars Bergquist’s 
biography of Emanuel Swedenborg - ‘Swedenborg’s 
Secret’. 
 
On seeing the review Richard Lines, Secretary of the 
Swedenborg Society, commented - “I think this must be 
a 'first' for the Swedenborg Society, as the TLS is 
Britain's most prestigious literary magazine. “  
 
It has been said that “there is no such thing as bad 
publicity” but reading the review entitled ‘Follow me’ 
makes you wonder whether this is true; the whole tone 
of the article is negative and in fact says very little about 
the biography, preferring to go off in all sorts of other 
directions. 
 
Rev Bruce Jarvis made the observation - “I suppose we 
have to content ourselves with the fact that the 
Swedenborg Society has managed to get it reviewed in 
TLS, and remember that it's essentially a review of 
Bergquist's book, rather than a detailed critique of the 
Heavenly Doctrines. There seems to be an impulse 
amongst so many of these academic, scholarly types to 
make fun and ridicule and undermine Swedenborg, as 
they did back in the 1800s.” 
 
Richard Lines also added - “This reviewer does repeat 
the negative view put out by Kant in 1766!  I am 
going to write a letter to the Editor.  Publication is not 
guaranteed, of course. “ 
 
However, Richard was successful, and his letter was 
published in a later issue of TLS and in the ’online’ 
version as well. The text of his letter follows. 
 
 
 

Swedenborg and Kant 
 
Sir, Kant’s mockery of Swedenborg in Dreams of 
a Spirit-Seer (1766) has cast a long shadow (see 
Jonathan Rée’s review of Swedenborg’s Secret 
by Lars Bergquist, April 28), but the great 
philosopher’s rather flippant polemic is by no 
means his settled view of Swedenborg, and 
ought not to deter the interested reader from 
studying the Swedish seer. 
 
Far from demolishing Swedenborg, Kant actually 
absorbed some of his ideas into his own system, 

as the late nineteenth-century Kant scholar Hans 
Vaihinger was one of the first to point out. In his 
Metaphysics L1 (dating from around 1778–80), 
Kant wrote: “The thought of Swedenborg on this 
matter [the existence of two worlds] is quite 
sublime. He says: the spirit world composes a 
special real universe; this is the mundus 
intelligibilis [intelligible world], from which this 
mundus sensibilis [sensible world] must be 
distinguished”. Swedenborg had taught that this 
world is one of “appearances” or 
“representations” and that seems to correspond 
to Kant’s teaching about the “noumenal” and the 
“phenomenal” worlds, that is to say that we 
cannot perceive with our senses things as they 
actually are. 
 
Kant refers to Swedenborg throughout Dreams 
as “Herr Schwedenberg”, although in other 
writings he spells his name correctly, particularly 
in the letter to Charlotte von Knobloch, which is 
considered to predate Dreams by three years. In 
this letter he discusses the Stockholm fire and the 
other “paranormal” incidents referred to by Rée in 
an objective manner and appears to be prepared 
to give them credence. In Dreams Swedenborg is 
described as “without office or employment”, 
although Kant must have known that at the time 
Swedenborg was seventy-eight years old and 
long retired as Assessor of the Royal Swedish 
Board of Mines. Dreams of a Spirit-Seer is an 
enjoyable read, but as a guide to Swedenborg it 
ought to be treated with the utmost caution. 

 
 
 
 

Richard Lines 
Swedenborg Society 

 
  

Transition 
 
Isabel Morley, formerly of Derby and Kensington but recently a member of the Southend Society, passed into the 
spiritual world on April 25th at the age of 90. 
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